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Reading Responses

Mary Silliman’s War, Letters of John and Abigail Adams, Women of the Republic

_______________________________________________________________________

Ben Young

One of the main things that stuck out to me while watching the film was just how little power women had at the time of the war. It seems that a wife was expected to hold those beliefs as her husband had and not argue them. In fact, a transgression that Mary committed early in the film was to argue with her husband about whether or not it was right to hang the two men who were guilty of treason. In reading the “Women of The Republic” handout I felt that the help of women during the war was highly sought after, but yet they were not given much political voice. 

If the need of their help was acknowledged, then why was it a transgression for them to voice their own opinion?

Emily Adams
1. This film addresses transgressions in the form of sexual transgressions, in which Mary Silliman's niece and the suave yet uncouth freedom fighter-guy partake in a little illicit behavior at the house and again later at the pub. 

Also, transgressions involving human rights and freedoms are illustrated when Mr. Silliman himself is taken as a hostage by the British; not to mention the transgressions involved in the kidnapping of the two young loyalists prior to Mr. Silliman's kidnapping.

Another transgression, in Mrs. Silliman's eyes, is when the young freedom fighter gives her household a bunch of food, such as sugar, molasses, and flour. Mary sees this as unacceptable goods because they were probably stolen from someone else. 

2. These transgressions during the Revolution mostly communicate that American culture at the time valued such things as honesty, good moral conduct, and chastity.

The social, cultural, and political changes created by the Revolutionary War affect A)heirarchies in the family, community, and society by putting men at a higher social status than women, and deeming Loyalists as a pest to get rid of.

B) Authority and power by again, deeming men as more socially important and powerful than women, putting Loyalists at a lower standing than non-loyalists C)Concepts of community by deeming Loyalists as "outsiders" and non-loyalists as "insiders"

D) Sexuality as being a taboo subject. For the most part, any respectable man or woman should keep all things sexual behind closed doors. Marriage was also encouraged before sexual relations.

E) Moral codes and religion was of the utmost importance. Church was seen as mandatory. 

F)  minorities were looked at as being subhuman. Blacks and slaves were seen as second-class citizens.

G) Economy & enterprise took the direction of Capitalism, where every household took it upon themselves to earn a living the best they could by themselves.

3. They set the stage for the early nationalist period by teaching the people to take pride in this national republic they were creating. It encouraged Americans to be all they can be.

4. I can't remember exactly but I think the film pretty much covered every transgression I can think of...except drugs, they weren't talked about yet.

Misty Williams


The roles of women have drastically changed since the early American (Revolutionary) period. The transgressions vary but emphatically remain a part of today’s society and affect the role of women. Perhaps most importantly, women still make decisions, act politically, and sustain or instigate feminist visions. Unfortunately, women of the early Revolutionary were mostly isolated, politically apathetic, and possessed basic literacy. Men made decisions politically and non-politically. Women, whether Whig or Tory, only provided the most essential services: food, shelter, funds, supplies, and even acted as spy. The woman/wife held no rights but could be rendered treasonous. Divorce became more accessible—women grew more assertive. Women also chose the type of literature they wanted to read—they wanted to read about women dealing with their reality, but the things that were praised in men such as ambition and energy, were of doubt in women. Women began to look at the Revolution and its impact on their personal lives. Women later claimed a political role that continued a political sensibility and education.


John and Abigail Adams wrote letters to one another concerning the changes during the Revolution. Abigail’s “high-spirited” suggestions pushed for a real change of consciousness and John replied “playfully.” Later, his letters “show that he conceded the force of her ideas.” In one letter (1776), Abigail writes to John about the changing attitudes and that she felt she could actually stop and smell the flowers and enjoy them (her labors).  She goes on to say that women should be regarded more and treated equally in this time, rather being subjected to a lower position or role in a man’s society. In a letter two years later, Abigail speaks of the “Liberality of Sentiment” that acknowledges women and their roles, but still sees a substantial tapering of women’s education. She is still happy to be united with John (to whom I believe she is referring) who is a “person of a more generous mind and liberal sentiments.” 

Jade Kierbow


Response to the Pre-viewing Questions for Mary Sillman’s War
The transgressions witnessed in Mary Silliman’s War help identify the controlling ideals and principles of early American culture because they define the collective mindset and social parameters of American society. (Although this happens in a backwards sort of way because the social boundaries are identified through the transgressions because the transgression itself signifies that a boundary has been crossed). So far, the film has addressed social, political and familial forms of transgression, which much of the political transgressions occurring through the actions of men while the social and familial transgressions occur through the actions of women. 

Mary Silliman’s argument with her husband about the justness of committing two men to death for their loyalty to the crown is seen as not only a social transgression because she speaks out against the newly formed American justice system, but also as a familial and religious transgression because she speaks against her husband, and ultimately disagrees with God’s intended hierarchy. (Hmmm…funny that she was right). This indicates that family and community were both governed by patriarchal structures and that women lacked individual agency at home and in the community. This lack of agency also extended to minorities and servants.

The Revolutionary War ultimately impacted all aspects of American culture because it restructured social boundaries. The beginning of the film demonstrates that the idea of community was fractured by the war as we see a young boy beaten and jailed because he chose to hide rather than fight. We also see two men who obviously participated in the community of Fairfield prior to the war condemned to death because of their allegiance to the crown. Although these men belonged to the community prior to the war, their unwillingness to fight on America’s side during the war ultimately isolates them. 

Paris Desnoes
While reading "Women of the Republic" this weekend I found that women during this time period were more rebellious than I had previously thought. It seems that only a short time ago women were allowed to vote, yet these women were trying to find a way around the male dominated system from the very beginning. It was also interesting to note how Abigal Adams was considered an equal to her husband although I'm assuming one would never be able to tell in public. I am wondering why the Women's Right Movement did not begin earlier since it seems women were wanting their right's acknowlegde for a very long time?

Jeffery:

There were various forms of transgression in the movie. the most obvious was the inability for women's opinions to be valued. Also, I felt the women inability to further educate themselves was apparent in the movie. During the movie, when Mary was reading a story to the children, she miss pronounces " always" and is corrected by a young son. The face that a young child is able to read better than the mother presents a problem for the family structure. The mother is the day to day operator of the house and  usually spend the most time with the child. They are in essence responsible for the mental, physical , and intellectual well beings of the children. Therefore the failure to educated the mother leads to inadequate education of the child. 

  Secondly the inability of women to be heard or concluded in matter of politics cause a separation between husband and wife in the house hold. 

For when Mr. stillman and Mr. Holy are about to have a political conversation he ask his wife to leave the room. Marriage is a union between to people, or equal. The fact that a woman cannot have a political conversation with her husband is bond to cause some friction and we see with Mary and her husband.

Jennifer Swertfager

Response to Reading and Video

“On one hand, republican political theory called for a sensibly educated female citizenry to educate future generations of sensible republicans; on the other, domestic tradition condemned highly educated women as perverse threats to family stability.”

It seems like this mode of thinking is still somewhat in effect. When I read this quote I apply it to my life and the examples of other women’s situations and find that highly educated and successful women in modern society often forgo a family with children to pursue their career. 

As far as “Republican Motherhood” goes, I find this to be evident as well in modern society. The men in the household watch CNN on the news and discuss politics with other men not in the household. Very rarely if ever have I seen my mother, or any other women in a separate household participate in an intelligent and well informed discussion about politics. If they do participate it might as well be the husband (or man) talking because their opinions often mirror that of the male presence in their life. 

Mary Silliman’s War

All I can really say is that this video makes me grateful for the time and place in which I have been born. I am not chained to any man’s opinion or silenced by their presence. I am free to educate myself and decide for myself and act on what I feel is right and in my best interest. 

Marian Muldrow:

John and Abigail Adams Letters:

Letter 10: 

*Was Abigail writing to John or another audience who she hoped would read what she had to say?

*Is she pleading solely for herself or all women?

*Why does she repeat "remember the ladies"?  

*If she had more power and respect as the president's wife, why didn't she speak out to the public on the behalf of women instead of expressing herself to her husband?

Letter to Mercy Otis:

* (In reference to the first paragraph) If this is so, why didn't John Adams, as president, give more of a voice to women?

*(In refernce to the last paragraph) Why does he mention having patience at the end if he is adamant to change?

Letter from Abigail June 30, 1778:

"At the same time I regret the trifling narrow contracted Education of the Females of my own country... Women have in general more delicate 

Sensations than Men..."   Has her feelings of equality for women 

changed?

Women of the Republic:

If technological advances had that impact then, what changes (good or

bad) can be attributed to households today?

"The men who made the Revolution assumed that the war was theirs to make.  Women were challenged to commit themselves politically and then to justify their allegiance..."  Has this idea really changed a lot today?

