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Political Science 5302 (Constitutional Law I1I)
Sam Lopeman
Spring 2002

Office: Room 130 Pafford
Telephone 836-6743

Office hours: Mon., Wed., Fri.: 10:30 A. - 12:30 P.
Tues., Thur.: 11:00 A. - 12:00 M.
Other: By appointment

Required Text: American Constitutional Law, Second Edition, Stephens and Scheb
SYLLABUS

1. Attendance is compulsory. After a student's second un-excused absence he/she will be dropped from
the class. Caveat: you will be responsible for all assigned reading material and for the content of all
class discussions. Students who do not attend the library class on Jan. 11 will be dropped from the class.

2. There will be one examination. It will account for 30% of your grade.

3. There will be a quiz on the first day on which material from a new chapter in the text is assigned. The
first quiz will be given on Jan. 9.

4. There is a required research paper. It will be due at the class meeting on April 26 and will not be
accepted after that date. The research paper will account for 30% percent of your final grade. The
research paper is described on an attachment hereto.

5. The assigned reading should be done prior to the first class session for which it is assigned and you
should be prepared to discuss it at the assigned time and subsequently.

6. All cases assigned are required to be briefed. The briefs for the entire chapter will be collected after
the class meeting at which the cases in the chapter are first discussed and will be returned at the next
class session. Excused absence does not excuse you from the briefing requirement. Failure to submit
more than one days briefs will result in an "F" for the briefing assignment for the semester. The briefing
assignment will account for 20% of your final grade.

7. Students will demonstrate by writing assignment, examination and required briefs that they have a
knowledge of the process of application of American constitutional guarantees of rights and liberties the
relation between the individual and American governments.

READING ASSIGNMENT

Jan. 7 -

9 Pp. 332-356 (quiz)

11 COMPULSORY, class will meet in the lobby of the library.
14 Pp. 357-375 (briefs)

16 cont.

18 Class will not meet

21 Holiday
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23 cont.

25 cont.

28 Pp. 376-399

30 Pp. 399-429(briefs)
Feb. 1 cont.

4 cont.

6 cont.

8 Pp. 430-469

11 Pp. 470-520(briefs)
13 cont.

15 cont.

18 cont.

20 cont.

22 cont.

25 Pp. 521-545

27 Pp. 545-585(briefs)
Mar. 1 cont.

4 cont.

6 cont.

8 cont.

11 Pp. 586-628

13 Pp. 628-674(briefs)
15 cont.

25 cont.

27 cont.

29 cont.

Apr. 1 Pp. 675-699

3 Pp. 699-736(briefs)
5 cont.

8 cont.

10 cont.

12 cont.

15 Pp. 737-772

17 Pp. 773-815(briefs)
19 cont.

22 cont.

24 cont.

26 cont.

29 cont.

May 3 Exam, 11:00 A.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT
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You are to write a research paper (10-13 pages) on a Supreme Court case that deals with one of the cases
excerpted in Chapters 7 through12. The paper must be controlled by a thesis that incorporates a political
explanation of the reason that the Court decided the case as it did. The simplest thesis statement begins:

"The Court decided (the case) as it did because...."

Your paper must be typed, thoughtfully written, and free of spelling and grammatical errors. It must
include the following: 1. a cogent thesis; 2. a clearly developed and logical argument in support of your
thesis; and 3. proper documentation, using accepted style. A research paper must be thoroughly
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documented, which means that each fact that is not in the general knowledge must be followed with a
citation of your source and authority for it. Failure to document is plagiarism as well as a failure to
complete the assignment.

A controlling thesis will give your paper focus. Everything that you write should be in support of your
thesis, directly or indirectly. You should understand the requirement that you have a thesis before
beginning your paper.

Just as your thesis gives a focus to the paper, each paragraph should have a subject sentence that gives
focus to the paragraph. Every other sentence in the paragraph should be related to the subject sentence.
Your subject sentence is normally the first sentence in a paragraph and should provide some transition
from the previous paragraph.

You are to give me a written statement of your case and a tentative thesis statement on Feb. 6 The paper
is due on Apr. 26 and I will not accept it after the class meeting on that date except in extraordinary
circumstances.



