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ENGL 1101: English Composition I
Section 09, CRN 10398



MW 12:30-1:45, TLC 1110
Section 17, CRN 10407


                MW 3:30-4:45, TLC 1110

[image: image1.png]



Professor: 
Rebecca Harrison



Email: 
rharriso@westga.edu  

Office:
2229 TLC
Phone:
678-839-4868
Office Hours: 
Mon. 2:00-3:15, Wed. 10:00-12:00,


& by appointment


Class Description: 
As the first of two introductory writing seminars at West Georgia, this course introduces students to the conventions of reading and writing appropriate for university level liberal arts learning.  We will read and discuss challenging texts from global and pluralistic perspectives and cultivate individual, sophisticated arguments within ongoing social and cultural questions.  By examining diverse texts across disciplines and engaging in a variety of writing responses, students will learn to analyze argumentative styles and evidence, develop effective prose, construct arguments, and incorporate secondary resources into their writing.  The course offers students frequent written and oral feedback on their work and provides opportunities for peer review and group exercises.   

Objectives:
· To read, understand, and interpret a broad range of written and visual texts from a variety of genres (including but not limited to nonfiction, fiction, poetry, drama, and film). 
· To understand literary principles and use basic terms important to critical writing and reading. 
· To develop skills in all the tools necessary for effective argumentation. 
· To develop facility with the whole writing process from invention through revision. 
· To understand and employ a variety of rhetorical modes and techniques of persuasion. 
· To acquire reasonable mastery of conventions of college-level prose writing. 
· To incorporate and document additional textual materials to strengthen and support argument.
Required Texts & Materials:

· Rottenberg and Winchell.  The Structure of Argument, 6th edition.  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006. 

· Maimon, Peritz, and Yancey.  A Writer’s Resource, 2nd edition.  McGraw-Hill, 2007.

· McGraw, Erin.  The Good Life. Houghton Mifflin, 2004.

· Regular online reading via library reserve as assigned.  

· A class portfolio folder for keeping up with assigned/graded work.
· A two pocket folder for turning in essays.
Assignments & Grade Distribution:  In-class writing, group work, and other activities will complement class discussions on a regular basis.  As the semester progresses, I will discuss and/or distribute specific guidelines for each written assignment.  Please Note: You must earn a letter grade of C or better in order to go on to English 1102.

· (15%) In-class writing/homework/quizzes/participation.

· (30%) (2) Argument Analyses (15% each).  

· (10%) Multiple Source Paper Proposal and Bibliography.

· (20%) Multiple Source Paper.

· (10%) Group Presentation.
· (15%) Final Exam.

Grading Summary: 

Papers will be graded according to the following scale: 

	A+ = 98
	B+ = 88
	C+ = 78
	D+ = 68
	F = 50

	A = 95
	B = 85
	C = 75
	D = 65
	

	A- = 92
	B- = 82
	C- = 72
	D- = 62
	


Each student should thoroughly review the FYW program common grading rubrics for out-of-class and in-class essays.  They can be found at the following links. www.westga.edu/~engdept/FirstYearWriting/ENGL1101and1102/OutOfClassWritingAssessment.htm
www.westga.edu/~engdept/FirstYearWriting/ENGL1101and1102/InClassWritingAssessment.htm
Attendance:  Attendance and punctuality are mandatory and key to your success in this course. Arrive to class on time having completed any reading/writing assignments and be prepared to participate in class discussions and group work.  Students will be administratively withdrawn from class based on the following attendance policy.  For classes that meet twice a week, a student is allowed three (3) absences.  Upon the fourth absence, the student will be withdrawn.  Be aware that no distinction exists between excused and unexcused absences.  In addition, students should be aware that if the withdrawal date falls before March 2, the student will receive a “W.”  If the withdrawal date falls after March 2, the student will receive a “WF.”  Please note that tardiness will negatively affect your class participation grade and may result in missed in-class work that cannot be made up.  FYI— Except in cases of illness, I will not allow excused dismissals during class.  Please get coffee, stretch your legs, and take care of other such business before class begins.  

Class Decorum: Throughout the semester, we will examine controversial topics, materials, and our critical reactions to them.  Everyone in this class has both the right and the responsibility to express his or her opinions in class discussions and to treat one another’s ideas respectfully and seriously, even if – or especially if – you disagree.  Consequently, ill-spirited discussions, unmerited comments, and intolerance are not permitted in the classroom.  Also, please raise your hand when you would like to have the floor.  This facilitates structured discussion and equal participation.
Disruptive Behavior: Students may be dismissed from any class meeting at which they exhibit behavior that disrupts the learning environment of others.  Such behavior includes—but is not limited to—arriving late for class, allowing cell phones to ring, and speaking disrespectfully to the instructor and/or to other students. Each dismissal of this kind will count as an absence and will be applied toward the attendance requirements policy above.  
Technology:  As a technology supplemented course, the computers are here to facilitate note taking, in-class writing, and scheduled research sessions.  Checking email or surfing the web during class time is prohibited.  In addition, do not use personal audio or video devices in-class—such as text messaging and Ipods.  After one warning, abuse of technology during class time will result in either a loss of computer access for the duration of the term or in the surrendering of the personal device for each class period.
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“In an increasingly complex world,
sometimes old questions require new answers.”
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Email:  In accordance with university policy, all email correspondence must take place through the UWG email system.  I will email the class often; therefore, please be sure that your default address is set for your westga account in the Banner student system and that you check it regularly.  Also, please keep in mind that email is professional correspondence; thus, remember to properly address your audience, use the same standards of writing that you would in any paper you write, and sign your email.
Paperless Policy:  As of Fall 2006, the English Department implemented a “paperless” policy in its classrooms. Therefore, all materials (handouts, assignment sheets, notes, etc.) will be made available online. Students may print these necessary course documents, including the syllabus, on their home computers.
Late Assignments:  All assignments are due at the start of class on the date specified in the course schedule.  If you must miss a class on a date when an assignment is due, you need to make prior arrangements with me to submit your work on time.  Late assignments are subject to a five point deduction for each day submitted after the due date.
Make-Up Work & Recycled Papers:  

· In-class work such as peer-review, writing workshops, group work, etc, cannot be made up and will count as zeros in the daily grade component.  I will allow students to take missed quizzes.  However, please note the following: it is your responsibility to arrange for the make-up quiz, it will be a different quiz from the one distributed to the class, and quizzes must be made up within ten days of the original quiz date.

· Recycled papers (i.e. turning in papers written for other professors) are not permissible in this class.  

Paper Format:  All papers must be typed, double-spaced, use standard 1 inch margins, and conform to MLA guidelines.  Please use Times New Roman 12 point font.  Papers must be stapled and submitted in a clearly labeled two pocket folder.  
FYI—All homework should also be typed and follow the standard format outlined here.  
Portfolios: You are required to maintain a folder for this course that contains all of your major graded assignments.  Complete portfolios will count as a daily grade and will be checked during the final exam.  

Recommended Reading:  One of the best strategies for improving your writing and analytical skills is to read widely and critically in a variety of disciplines.  In addition to the assigned texts, I strongly suggest that at least once per week you read editorial and op-ed pieces in national/international news publications and an article in a major, reputable journal.  The West Georgia library has a number of interesting publications available on the shelves and/or on-line, including National Geographic, The New Yorker, and The New York Times.  

Optional Revision Policy:  You may revise one (1) of the argument analysis assignments for resubmission.  If the revised assignment receives a higher grade, it will be used in your final grade calculation in place of the original.  Revised papers are due no later than the last scheduled day of class.  The revision must be substantial and submitted along with the original, graded assignment in order to be considered.
Extra Credit:  There will be two opportunities for extra credit this semester (TBA).  Both opportunities will involve attending a segment of a campus event and successful completion of an accompanying written assignment.  Each opportunity will be worth up to five (5) points—depending upon assignment assessment—and will be applied to a graded assignment at my discretion.    

Conferences:  Each student is required to attend at least one conference with me during the course of the semester.  Having said that, my office door is always open to you.  Please come by during the hours noted on this syllabus whenever you have questions concerning class discussions, need advice or help with reading/writing assignments, etc.  If you cannot attend my scheduled office hours, email me for an appointment.  

Writing Center:  The Writing Center is a valuable student resource.  Though the center will not proofread or evaluate papers, consultants will question, respond to, offer choices, and encourage revision in student essays.  The center also offers Regents’ Test preparation (reading and essay sections) and help with various citation forms (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc).  This is a free university service for you to take advantage of as often as you need, and I strongly encourage you to do so.  To schedule an appointment call the center at 678-839-6513.  Also, be advised that the writing center has a “no show” policy.  For more information concerning hours and appointment policies, check out http://www.westga.edu/~writing/ or visit the center located in TLC 1201.  
The Regents’ Exam: The Regents’ Exam is a two-part test of minimum-level reading and writing proficiency.  All students are required to register for and take this exam during their first semester of coursework at UWG.  Students who wish to seek preparation for the exam beyond that provided by this course may visit the Writing Center or the Excel Center.  For more information about the exam, please visit  http://www.westga.edu/~1st/RegFAQ.htm.  For general info see http://www.gsu.edu/rtp and for sample topics  http://www.gsu.edu/~wwwrtp/topics.htm. 
The Regents’ Diagnostic:  During the second week of class, a diagnostic essay will be administered and rated by English department faculty.  Students who do not pass the Regents’ diagnostic should plan to attend tutoring sessions sponsored by the Writing Center.  Contact the Writing Center for specifics.  FYI—Even if you have exempted the Regents’, you are required to take the diagnostic in this class; I use the essays to determine the specific grammar needs of each section.  
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Plagiarism & Excessive Collaboration: 
· Plagiarism is a serious offense with severe consequences.  The Department of English and Philosophy defines plagiarism as taking personal credit for the words and ideas of others as they are presented in electronic, print, and verbal sources. The Department expects that students will accurately credit sources in all assignments. An equally dishonest practice is fabricating sources or facts; it is another form of misrepresenting the truth.  The use of another individual’s words, phrases, or ideas without proper citation will result in failure of this course (no questions) and possible suspension from the university.  As members of the West Georgia community, I expect you to abide by the university honor code.  The University policies for handling Academic Dishonesty are found in the following documents: The Faculty Handbook, sections 207 and 208.0401 http://www.westga.edu/~vpaa/handrev/ and Student Uncatalog: "Rights and Responsibilities"; Appendix J. http://www.westga.edu/handbook/.
· In addition to properly crediting sources, students in 1101 are expected to produce independent writing without excessive collaboration with peers, tutors, or professionals in the field.  In-class activities will, at times, highlight collaborative learning, but excessive collaboration—collaboration that results in the loss of a student’s voice/style and original claims to course-related work—is considered another form of academic dishonesty and will not be tolerated.  
Special Accommodations:  Students in the UWG community have a right to equal access to classes and materials, regardless of special needs, whether temporary or permanent.  Students with disabilities on file with Disability Services will be accommodated in this class per West Georgia regulations.  Please see me immediately for arrangements. Disability services may be reached at (770) 839-6428.
Course Schedule
This schedule provides a tentative layout of in-class and out-of-class activities and assignments.  As it is based on the estimated progress of our class, some modification (including additions, postponements, or deletions) may be necessary as we move through the semester.  All readings are from Rottenberg unless otherwise noted and are due on the day listed in the syllabus; reading quizzes will be unannounced and occur regularly.  I will specify in class what written exercises are required from Rottenberg’s “Practice” sections.  Additional readings from A Writer’s Resource will be added after thorough review of the diagnostic essay.
	Class Date
	Assignments
	Due Dates & Notes.

	
	
	

	W 1/07
	Introductions and syllabus.
	

	
	
	

	M 1/12
	Ch. 1 “Understanding the Structure of Argument” (3-30).
	Drop/Add ends 1/13.

	W 1/14
	Diagnostic essay administered.  
	

	
	
	

	M 1/19
	MLK day.  No class.
	

	W 1/21
	Ch. 2 “Reading and Listening Critically” (35-43 & 49-55) and “Cease Fire” (69).
Thesis Workshop.  A Writer’s Resource (48-50, 124-125).
	

	
	
	

	M 1/26
	 “Let’s Have No More Monkey Trials” (82-83), “Parents Need Help: Restricting Access to Video Games” (108-109).
Essay & paragraph structure workshop. A Writer’s Resource (70-74).
	Due: A one page analysis of one of the cartoons on this syllabus.

	W 1/28
	Ch. 6 “Defending Claims” (157-184), and “A White Woman of Color” (course reserves).
	

	
	
	

	M 2/2
	Workshop on Grammar Conventions and Mechanics.  A Writer’s Resource (470-475, 522-535, 540-552).
	

	W 2/4
	Ch. 7 “Providing Support” (211- 237 & 243-246).
	

	
	
	

	M 2/9
	Workshop on clarity.  A Writer’s Resource (403-445).
	Due: Argument Analysis 1.  

	W 2/11
	Ch. 9 “Avoiding Flawed Logic” (337-347).
	

	
	
	

	M 2/16
	“A New Look, an Old Battle” (255-257), “Use the Body’s ‘Repair Kit’” (362-363), and “The Misleading Debate” (364-365).
	

	W 2/18
	Making and defending claims about literature: Kate Chopin’s “The Storm” (course reserves).
	

	
	
	

	M 2/23
	Mary Dorcey’s “The Husband” (course reserve).  
	

	W 2/25
	Workshop on revision and editing.  A Writer’s Resource (76-97).
	

	
	
	

	M 3/2
	Poetry selections (course reserve).
“Bilingual/Bilingue”—Rhina Espaillat

“Barbie Doll”—Marge Piercy

“Nature and Free Animals”—Stevie Smith

“Cinderella”—Anne Sexton
	Due: Argument Analysis 2. 

FYI—Last day to withdraw and receive a “W.”

	W 3/4
	SEA conference.  No class or office hours.
	

	
	
	

	M 3/9
	Amy Tan “A Pair of Tickets” (course reserve).
Prager discussion (bring your copy to class).

	

	W 3/11
	Nathaniel Hawthorne “Young Goodman Brown” (course reserve). 
Rottenberg Ch. 11 “Planning and Researching an Argumentative Paper” (431-454).
	Regents’ Testing will occur 3/11-3/24.  All first semester students must register for and take the exam during this period.

	
	
	

	M 3/16
	Spring break.  No class.
	

	W 3/18
	Spring break. No class.
	

	
	
	

	M 3/23
	Workshop on MLA documentation: Rottenberg (454-463, 489-500) and A Writer’s Resource (283-332).  
	Due: Debate topic recommendations.  

	W 3/25
	Catch up day and smoothly incorporating secondary sources (material tba).
	Due: MS Proposal.

	
	
	

	M 3/30
	Mandatory conferences.  No Class. 
	

	W 4/1
	Honors convocation.  No class.
	

	
	
	

	M 4/6
	Catch up day and group presentation discussion/meeting one.
	

	W 4/8
	Erin McGraw—“A Whole New Man.”
	Due: MS Essay Planning Sheet (the EPS).

	
	
	

	M 4/13
	Group meeting two (30 minutes) and MS paper writing workshop (45 minutes).


	Due: MS Draft for Peer Review.  It must be 3 full pages in length.  Bring two (2) copies.

	W 4/15
	Erin McGraw—The Good Life.  “The Beautiful Tennessee Waltz.”
	

	
	
	

	M 4/20
	Groups 1 a & b present, and 

Erin McGraw—The Good Life. “Ax of the Apostles.”
	

	W 4/22
	Groups 2 a & b present, and 

Erin McGraw—The Good Life. “The Penance Practicum.”
	Due: MS Paper.

	
	
	

	M 4/27
	Groups 3 a & b present and McGraw catch up.
	

	W 4/29
	Last day of class. Final exam prep and evals.
	Due: Optional revision.

	F 5/1
	Final exam for CRN 10407:  2:00-4:00.
	Due: CRN 10407 Portfolios

	
	
	

	M 5/4
	Final exam for CRN 10398: 11:00-1:00.
	Due: CRN 10398 Portfolios

	
	FYI—MS papers will be available for pickup outside my office door at 1:00 p.m. on Friday 5/8.
	


Please Note: In the event West Georgia closes due to inclement weather, you should continue your out-of-class assignments according to this schedule.
