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ENGL 6120 Seminar in American Literature II
The Female Aesthetic in the Modern South: “A Confederacy of Water Moccasins.”
CRN 13599, Section 02, Tuesday 5:30pm-8:00pm, TLC 1204
[image: image1.jpg]


         [image: image2.jpg]25" Anniversary Edition
T H E
outhern
Lud_\

i
ANNE FIROR SCOTT

=




[image: image3.jpg] femate

TRADITION
~SOUTHERN

LITERATURE





Professor: 
Dr. Rebecca Harrison



Email: 
rharriso@westga.edu  

Office:
TLC 2229
Phone:
678-839-4868


Office Hours: 
T 4:00-5:00


Web:
www.westga.edu/~rharriso/

& by appointment

Class Description: The literature of the American South has been an established, growing, and prolific area of study since the 1950s. Yet, shaped by the Agrarian movement and New Criticism, this trajectory of canonization and criticism marginalized women and minority writers. Indeed, Southern women writers occupied an ambiguous position where their “feminine” style was historically dismissed as frivolous, domestic, local color, and outside the mainstream of historical concerns and significance allegedly identifiable in the works of white Southern men. In his 1980 collection A Southern Renaissance, Richard King goes as far as justifying the exclusion of women from his volume because they were not “concerned primarily with the larger cultural, racial, and political themes” of the South. This critical paradigm politely moves the women writers of the Southern Renaissance to the sidelines as King argues they neglect to place the “true” concerns of the region “at the center of their imaginative visions” (8-9). Such exclusions, as Susan Donaldson notes, are misguided, political, and depend on the ways in which history, culture, legitimacy, and the centrality of region are defined and controlled. It is only in the last three decades that revisionist scholars, historians and literary critics alike, have begun the work of redefining the literature of the South and excavating Southern women’s histories and writings with innovative lenses of inquiry.

This class examines the growing field of the female tradition in Southern literature based around a representative grouping of white Southern women writing in and around the modernist period. As a class, we will investigate their complex, diverse, and, at times, problematic conceptions of self, community, race, history, aesthetic sensibilities, and, of course, their plight as Southern women writers. In addition to the primary texts, students will engage in critical dialogue with the revisionist scholars—Carol Manning, Anne Goodwyn Jones, Louise Westling, Anne Firor Scott, and the likes—responsible for the increased visibility of and redefinition of critical paradigms applied to Southern women’s writing. As an outgrowth of this work, students will be required to submit an original conference proposal to a national conference.
Course Goals:  
· Students will demonstrate an enhanced familiarity with the female canon of the modern South and the characteristics that distinguish their voice in this literary period.

· Students will also develop an awareness of the social forces, historical events, and cultural interests that impact the women writing in this period and develop an appreciation for the significance of their unique contributions to post-Civil War American literary history.

· Students will understand the specific cultural context, including the climate of literary production of the period, that gave rise and affected this group of writers.
· Students will engage in meaningful secondary research to facilitate their understanding of contemporary critical currents on these cultural texts and demonstrate their critical fluency.

Required Texts & Materials (Please purchase listed editions): 
· Glasgow, Ellen.  Barren Ground.  Mariner, 1985.

· Lumpkin, Katherine Du pre.  The Making of a Southerner.  UP of Georgia, 1991.

· McCullers, Carson.  The Ballad of the Sad Café and Other Stories.  New York: Mariner, 2005.  

· Roberts, Elizabeth M.  Time of Man.  UP of Kentucky, 2000.

· Scott, Evelyn.  Escapade.  UP of Virginia, 1995.

· Smith, Lillian.  Strange Fruit.  Harvest, 1992.

· Welty, Eudora.  Golden Apples.  Mariner, 1956.

· Additional primary and critical reading via library reserve or hard copy handouts.
· A two pocket folder for turning in essays.

Recommended Texts & Materials: 

· A good literary terms dictionary.

· Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (6th Ed).
· Grammar handbook.

· USB drive.
Reference Materials:

· Flora and MacKethan eds.  The Companion to Southern Literature.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 2002.  [UWG PS261 .C55 2002]
· Perry and Weaks eds.  The History of Southern Women's Literature.  Baton Rouge : Louisiana State University Press, 2002.  [UWG PS261 .H534 2002]
· Critical texts by Manning, Firor Scott, and Jones pictured on the syllabus.
Assignments & Grade Distribution:  In-class presentations, group work, and other activities will complement class discussions on a regular basis.  As the semester progresses, I will discuss and/or distribute specific guidelines for each written assignment.  Please Note: You must complete all assignment to pass this course.

· (40%) (2) Critical Response Essays (20% each).  

· (40%) Research Project & Conference Abstract for the SWWC
· (10%) Author presentation and critical review.
· (10%) Class participation.
Grading Summary: 

Papers will be graded according to the following scale: 

	A+ = 98
	B+ = 88
	C+ = 78
	D+ = 68
	F = 50

	A = 95
	B = 85
	C = 75
	D = 65
	

	A- = 92
	B- = 82
	C- = 72
	D- = 62
	


Attendance: Attendance and punctuality are mandatory and key to your success in this course. Arrive to class on time having completed any reading/writing assignments and be prepared to participate in class discussions and group work.  Students will be administratively withdrawn from class based on the following attendance policy.  As this class meets once a week, a student is allowed two (2) absences over the course of the semester.  Upon the third absence, the student will be withdrawn by the instructors.  Be aware that no distinction exists between excused and unexcused absences.  In addition, students should be aware that if the withdrawal date falls before March 2nd, the student will receive a “W.”  If the withdrawal date falls after March 2nd, the student will receive a “WF.”  Please note that tardiness counts against your two allotted absences at a rate of 0.5 per day late.  In other words, if you are late to class twice, it will count as one missed class period.  In addition, tardiness will negatively affect your class participation grade and may result in missed in-class work that cannot be made up.  University policy regarding severe weather and emergency closings is posted at http://www.westga.edu/police/index_2277.php and official announcements about class and/or examination cancellations will be made only by the President and/or the Department of Public Relations.
Paper Format:  All papers must be typed, double-spaced, use standard 1 inch margins, and conform to standard MLA guidelines.  Please use Times New Roman 12 point font.  Papers must be submitted in a clearly labeled two pocket folder.  
Make-Up Work & Recycled Papers:  

· In-class work cannot be made up and will count as zeros in the daily grade component.  

· Recycled papers (i.e. turning in papers written for other professors) are not permissible in this class and will result in an automatic zero for the assignment.  

Late Assignments:  All assignments are due at the start of class on the date specified in the course schedule.  If you must miss a class on a date when an assignment is due, you need to make prior arrangements with me to submit your work on time.  Late assignments are subject to a five point deduction for each day submitted after the due date.
Conferences:  Each student is required to attend at least one conference with me during the course of the semester about the research project.  Having that said, my office door is always open to you.  Please come by during the hours noted on this syllabus whenever you have questions concerning class discussions, need advice or help with reading/writing assignments, etc.  If you cannot attend my scheduled office hours, email me for an appointment.  
Class Decorum: Throughout the semester, we will examine controversial topics, materials, and our critical reactions to them.  Everyone in this class has both the right and the responsibility to express his or her opinions in class discussions and to treat one another’s ideas respectfully and seriously, even if – or especially if – you disagree.  Consequently, ill-spirited discussions, unmerited comments, and intolerance are not permitted in the classroom.  Also, please raise your hand when you would like to have the floor.  This facilitates structured discussion and equal participation.
Disruptive Behavior: Students may be dismissed from any class meeting at which they exhibit behavior that disrupts the learning environment of others.  Such behavior includes—but is not limited to—arriving late for class, allowing cell phones to ring, text-messaging, frequently leaving class, and speaking disrespectfully to the instructor and/or to other students. Each dismissal of this kind will count as an absence and will be applied toward the attendance requirements policy above.  

Email:  In accordance with university policy, all email correspondence must take place through the UWG email system.  I will email the class often; therefore, please be sure that your default address is set for your westga account in the Banner student system and that you check it regularly.  Also, please keep in mind that email is professional correspondence; thus, remember to properly address your audience, use the same standards of writing that you would in any paper you write, and sign your email.
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a serious offense with severe consequences.  The Department of English and Philosophy defines plagiarism as taking personal credit for the words and ideas of others as they are presented in electronic, print, and verbal sources. The Department expects that students will accurately credit sources in all assignments. An equally dishonest practice is fabricating sources or facts; it is another form of misrepresenting the truth.  The use of another individual’s words, phrases, or ideas without proper citation will result in failure of this course (no questions) and possible suspension from the university.  As members of the West Georgia community, I expect you to abide by the university honor code.  The University policies for handling Academic Dishonesty are found in the following documents: The Faculty Handbook, sections 207 and 208.0401 http://www.westga.edu/~vpaa/handrev/ and Student Uncatalog: "Rights and Responsibilities"; Appendix J. http://www.westga.edu/handbook/.
Special Accommodations:  Students in the UWG community have a right to equal access to classes and materials, regardless of special needs, whether temporary or permanent.  Students with disabilities on file with Disability Services will be accommodated in this class per West Georgia regulations.  Please see me immediately for arrangements. Disability services may be reached at (770) 839-6428.
Reading Schedule:  The course reading schedule is available on my website.  Please check it regularly as I will update it based on our progress.
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