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ENGL 4185 – Studies in Literature by Women
CRN 50360: TR 2:00 – 4:30, TLC 1111
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“Well behaved women seldom make history.”—Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
Professor: 
Dr. Rebecca Harrison



Email: 
rharriso@westga.edu  

Office:
TLC 2229
Phone:
678-839-4868


Office Hours: 
Tuesday 12:00-1:00,

          


Thursday 10:00-11:00, & by appt.


Class Description: 
In A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), Mary Wollstonecraft writes, “I wish to persuade women to endeavor to acquire strength, both of mind and body, and to convince them that the soft phrases, susceptibility of heart, delicacy of sentiment, and refinement of taste, are almost synonymous with epithets of weakness . . . .”  What happens to feminist experiments like Wollstonecraft’s—texts that according to Virginia Woolf, “attempt to make human conventions conform more closely to human needs”? How do they impact the trajectory of narrative discourse?  How do they inform our understanding of aesthetic, social, and cultural issues in the development and production of a female authorial voice?  Using Wollstonecraft and Woolf as a spring board, this course will explore the employment (and subversion) of the sentimental and the romantic,  the struggle for preservation of selfhood in the face of social adversity, and the transformative, and at times experimental, female imagery of women writing in a transatlantic and British context.    
Required Texts & Materials:
· Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice A&E, 2001.  (Library reserve)

· Brontë, Emily. Wuthering Heights.  Masterpiece Theatre, 1998.  (Library reserve)

· Dorcey, Mary. “The Husband.” (Library reserve)

· Page, Louise. Golden Girls (Library reserve)   
· Rowson, Susanna. Charlotte, A Tale of Truth.  London: Oxford UP, 1987.
· Smith, Stevie.  New Selected Poems of Stevie Smith.  New York: New Directions, 1988.
· Wollstonecraft, Mary. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. New York: Norton, 1988.
· Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One’s Own.  New York: Harcourt, 2005.
· A class portfolio folder for keeping up with assigned/graded work.
· A two pocket folder for turning in essays.
· Additional critical reading as assigned. (Library reserve)
Recommended Texts & Materials: 

· A good literary terms dictionary.

· Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (6th Ed).
· Grammar handbook.

· USB drive.
Assignments & Grade Distribution:  In-class writing, group work, and other activities will complement class discussions on a regular basis.  As the semester progresses, I will discuss and/or distribute specific guidelines for each written assignment.  Please Note: You must complete all assignment to pass this course.  See http://www.westga.edu/~engdept/fr/Ruby.doc for upper-division grading criteria.
· (15%) Quizzes/homework/participation.

· (15%) Brief Argumentative Essay (3 full pages not including works cited).

· (15%) Film Response.

· (15%) Research Project Proposal: 

· Prospectus (2 full pages)

· Detailed outline of paper
· Working Bibliography
· (25%) Research Project (8 full pages not including the works cited)
· (15%) Group Project
· Visual Component

· 2 page summary 
Attendance:  Given the amount of material we must cover in an eight week session, attendance and punctuality are mandatory and key to your success in this course. Arrive to class on time having completed any reading/writing assignments and be prepared to participate in class discussions and group work.  Students will be administratively withdrawn from class based on the following attendance policy.  As this class is a Summer Session II course, a student is allowed two (2) absences over the course of the semester.  Upon the third absence, the student will be withdrawn by the instructor.  Be aware that no distinction exists between excused and unexcused absences.  In addition, students should be aware that if the withdrawal date falls before July 2, the student will receive a “W.”  If the withdrawal date falls after July 2, the student will receive a “WF.”  Please note that tardiness counts against your allotted absences at a rate of 0.25 per day late.  In other words, if you are late to class four times, it will count as one missed class period.  In addition, tardiness will negatively affect your class participation grade and may result in missed in-class work that cannot be made up (such as quizzes).  

Breaks:  Given that each class period meets for 2.5 hours, we will take a scheduled fifteen minute break from 3:15—3:30.  Save coffee runs, leg stretching, and other such business for the scheduled break.  Also, please return promptly to class by 3:30 to avoid missing important material.        
Email:  In accordance with university policy, all email correspondence must take place through the UWG email system.  I regularly email the class regarding assignments; therefore, please be sure that your default address is set for your westga account in the Banner student system.  
Late Assignments:  All assignments are due at the start of class on the date specified in the course schedule.  If you must miss a class on a date when an assignment is due, you need to make prior arrangements with me to submit your work on time.  Late assignments are subject to a ten point deduction for each day submitted after the due date.
Class Decorum: Throughout the semester, we will examine controversial topics, materials, and our critical reactions to them.  Everyone in this class has both the right and the responsibility to express his or her opinions in class discussions and to treat one another’s ideas respectfully and seriously, even if – or especially if – you disagree.  Consequently, ill-spirited discussions, unmerited comments, and intolerance are not permitted in the classroom.  Also, please raise your hand when you would like to have the floor.  This facilitates structured discussion and equal participation.
Disruptive Behavior: Students may be dismissed from any class meeting at which they exhibit behavior that disrupts the learning environment of others.  Such behavior includes—but is not limited to—arriving late for class, allowing cell phones to ring, and speaking disrespectfully to the instructor and/or to other students. Each dismissal of this kind will count as an absence and will be applied toward the attendance requirements policy above.  

Technology:  As a technology supplemented course, the computers are here to facilitate note taking, in-class writing, and scheduled research sessions.  Checking email or surfing the web during class time is prohibited.  In addition, do not use personal audio or video devices in-class—such as text messaging and Ipods.  After one warning, abuse of technology during class time will result in either a loss of computer access for the duration of the term or in the surrendering of the personal device for each class period.

Paper Format:  All papers must be typed, double-spaced, use standard 1 inch margins, and conform to standard MLA guidelines.  Please use Times New Roman 12 point font.  Papers should be submitted in a clearly labeled two pocket folder.  Unstapled papers will not be accepted.  
Recommended Reading:  One of the best strategies for improving your writing and analytical skills in a discipline is to read widely and critically.  In addition to the assigned texts, I strongly suggest that at least once every few weeks you read selections in national/international discipline based publications.  The West Georgia library has a number of interesting publications available on the shelves and/or on-line, including Early American Literature, Southern Review, and the William and Mary Quarterly.  

Optional Revision Policy:  You may revise essay 1 or the film responses for resubmission.  If the revised assignment receives a higher grade, it will be used in your final grade calculation in place of the original.  The revision must be substantial and submitted along with the original, graded assignment in order to be considered.  Revised papers are due outside my door by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 31—no exceptions.  
Conferences:  Each student is required to attend at least one conference with me during the course of the semester to discuss the research project.  Having that said, my office door is always open to you.  Please come by during the hours noted on this syllabus whenever you have questions concerning class discussions, need advice or help with reading/writing assignments, etc.  If you cannot attend my scheduled office hours, email me for an appointment.  

Writing Center:  The Writing Center is a valuable student resource at all levels.  Though the center will not proofread papers, consultants can assist you throughout the writing process, and they will help you recognize and correct errors in your work.  This is a free university service for you to take advantage of as often as you need.  To schedule an appointment call the center at 770-836-6513 or just stop by.  

The Regents’ Exam: The Regents’ Exam is a two-part test of minimum-level reading/writing proficiency.  Students take this exam after passing English 1102 or after 30 hours of coursework. See http://www2.gsu.edu/%7Ewwwrtp/ for more info.
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism is a serious offense with severe consequences.  The use of another individual’s words, phrases, or ideas without proper citation will result in failure of this course (no discussion) and possible expulsion from the university.  As members of the West Georgia community, I expect you to abide by the university honor code.

Special Accommodations:  Students with disabilities on file with Disability Services will be accommodated per West Georgia regulations.  Please see me immediately for arrangements. 

Course Schedule
This schedule provides a tentative layout of in-class and out-of-class activities and assignments.  As it is based on the estimated progress of our class, some modification (including additions, postponements, or deletions) may be necessary as we move through the semester.  

	Class Date
	Assignments
	Due Dates & Notes.

	
	
	

	T (6/10)
	Introductions, syllabus, theoretical frameworks.
	

	R (6/12)
	Contextualizing Wollstonecraft: A Vindication Chapters I-IV (pp 11-77).   
	

	
	
	

	T (6/17)
	Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication Chapters V-VII (pp 77-131) & Rowson ‘s Charlotte Volume I (pp 9-64).
	

	R (6/19)
	Rowson’s  Charlotte Volume II (pp 65-118).
	

	
	
	

	T (6/24)
	Pride and Prejudice.  Screening of volume I.
	Copies on reserve.

	R (6/26)
	Pride and Prejudice.  Screening of volume II.
	Due: Argumentative Essay.

	
	
	

	T (7/1)
	Pride and Prejudice.  Discussion.


	Copies on reserve. 

Last day to withdraw and receive a “W” is July 2.

	R (7/3)*
	Pride and Prejudice. Discussion continued.
Group Meeting 1.
	

	
	
	

	T (7/8)
	Woolf, Virginia.  A Room of One’s Own (pp 1-112).  Reading quiz.
	Due: Film Response.

	R (7/10)
	A Room of One’s Own. Discussion continued.  
Group meeting 2. 
	

	
	
	

	T (7/15)
	Smith, Stevie.  Poetry Selections TBA. 

Groups 1 & 2 Present.


	Due: Prospectus, outline, & Working Bibliography.

	R (7/17)
	Dorcey, Mary.  “The Husband.”  Reading Quiz.
Groups 3 & 4 Present.  
	Copy on e-reserve.

	
	
	

	T (7/22)
	Page, Louise.  Golden Girls. Reading Quiz.
Group 5 Presents.
	Act 1 on e-reserve.  Act 2 distributed in class.

	R (7/24)
	Golden Girls (continued) & Writing Workshop.
Group 6 Presents.
	Due: 5 page draft of research paper.  Bring 2 copies.

	
	
	

	T (7/29)
	Last Day of Class.  Catch Up, Wrap Up, and Evals.  
	Due: Research Projects.

	R (7/31)
	3:00-5:00 p.m. Optional extra credit workshop on Brontë’s Wuthering Heights.  
	Due: Optional Revisions and Brontë Responses  Outside My Door by 5:00. 

	
	
	


Please Note: In the event West Georgia closes due to inclement weather, you should continue your out-of-class assignments according to this schedule.

*Due to time constraints, Wuthering Heights will become an optional extra credit assignment.  Please note that active participation in the Wuthering Heights workshop, scheduled during our final exam period, and submission of the film response assignment for this text are both required elements for the bonus points.  

