Adolf Hitler (right) prepares to address a
rally in Niirnberg, Germany, 1938,




CHAPTER 11

Fascists, Nazis, and Neo-Nazis

Ethnoracism and Myths of Blood

_sincr trie idealism is nothing et the subordination of the inferests and Tite of the
frulividual to the cornmunity, and this tn burn is the precondition for the creafion of
oryanizational forms of alf kinds, it corresponds inits innersost depths to e
sltimute will of Nature. It aloste feads ment to volwttary recognition of Hhe privilege
of force amd strenyth, and thus nkes them into a dust particle of Hut ider which
shapes und forms the whole universe. . This self-sacrificing will fo give onie's
personal kibor and if necessary one's own life for otfers is most strongly deecloped in
flie Aryusr.

—-Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, Tloughton Mitflin, Boston, 1962, pp. 297, 299,

A cold wind blows through the parking lot of a shabby minimall or the emply spaces of
a drab European housing project . . . a group of youths stands huddled together. load-
ing shadowy objects into a car. One of them walks over to two newcomers to draw them
into the venture. He is a fair-complexioned lad with a shaven head and heavy boots. His
eyes shine and his voice is hoarse with intensity as he tries to win over the two new men:
“You know there’s going to be race war. We have to make the first moves. to act and
not just react. Soon we'll be a minerity in our own cauntry. The foreigners are taking our
jobs. They breed like rabbits. The Jews controt the banks, the stock markel. and the me-
dia. A white man can't get credit anymore, we can't start businesses. And blacks have
taken over the government, they canlive high on weltare, ruin our schools and our neigh-
borhoods, and get all those jobs they are not qualified for. Our government no longer
represents us, the Aryan heart and soul of this nation. We built this couniry, we made il
great with our sweat and blood and guts. and now we are strangers in our own land. We
will not be a great nation again until we are a white Aryan nation again with real lead-
ers. We can make this happen. but it's going 1o be viclent, it's going to be race war. You
know in the final showdown, it will all split apart along race lines—each will have to slick
with his own. We're stockpiling weapons, because only the strong will survive. Are you
for us or against us? You look white, soon you'li see there is no other choice. !f you are
with us, join us tonight as we make the flames leap hight”

Fascism and Nazism persistas movements and ideologies; inthe lastvw years,

in both western and eastern Europe, movements that had nearly been elimi-
nated in World War II are experiencing growth and resurgence. In the period
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from Waorld War T o World War 11 (from 1918 to 1945, fascism and Nazism
were mass movements thal came to state power. Their ability to present them-
relves as the solution to complex social and economic problems made them
powerful in the interwar years and continues to make them appealing to a sup-
prort base that is frustrated by economic stagnation and the challenge of living
in muitiethnic societies. This discussion concerns fascism and Nazism as move-
ments that are similar in ideology and organization, although a tew important
distinctions have to be made between them, The focus is on Nazism, because 1t
i~ Lhe most distinet and extreme form of the movement; tascism has similar (ea-
tures butis generally less extreme. Nazism provides the clearest example of the
lvpes of states and societal policies that emerge when these movements come
to power.

NAZI AND FASCIST IDEQLOGY

haziand fascist ideologylrevolve around a conception of na-
A ure as a realm ot doniination, struggle, and violence among species, races, and
individuals; the stronger forms dominate or destroy the weaker ones. [Tuman

s0Ciety, as part of nature, must follow these same principies (Hitler, 1962).

Fthnoracism

At the core of nazi and fascist ideology is racism, a set of ideas about the supe-
riority and inferiority of ethnic groups. Fthnicity is conceptualized as “race,” as
an ummutable fact that binds together biological and cultural traits, Fascism and
Nazism are essentialist: The characleristics of different ethnic groups and na-
tions are not based on language and culture, which can change, but are inher-
ent in the nature of these groups. This view is implicitly or explicitly influenced
by the doctrine of scientific racism thal was widespread amony Europeans
around 1900; scientific racists postulated consistent, all-encompassing, and ge-
¢ netically inherited differences among groups they called Caucasoids, Negroids,
and Mongoloids, as well as many smalier groups like Alpines, Nordics, Sem-
- ites, and so on. These differences were not confined to features of physical ap-
pearance like skin color or hair form, but were believed to be fundamental and
all-inchusive and, thus, to produce variations in intelligence. and modes of
thought. Fascism and Nazism accept this view (which has sinee been thor-
oughly discredited by twenticth-century anthropology and biology) and insist
ont the natural superiority of some peoples over others. Because Nazism and fas-
cismwere largely a European phenomenon, they aseribed superiority to whites
overather “races” and to Arvans over a variety of other peoples, Racial essen-
tialism also postulates that “raciaily pure” groups exist and are superior to
those believed to be mixed or hybrid.

Historically, although Nazism and fascism were, and generally continue (o
be, wleologies primarily of people of European origin, racial essentialism could
become the ideology of any ethnic group. For example, the ideology of the Na-
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Chapter 11 Fascists, Nazis, and Neo-Nazes
tion of Islam (not to be confused with Lslant) in the United States conlains raceal
essentialist ideas about innate and immutable differences between whites ol
pecple of celor; in some versions of the movement’s ideology, the formet aie
represented as the creation of the devil, that 1s, fundamentally evil. The Pan
Africanist Congress in South Africa rejects the possibility of a multiracial and
multicultural society, calling for the elimination of whites from the nation in
terms that are ethnoracist. During the poriod of Japanese fascism and mililarism
in the first part of the twenticth contury, Japanese elites used ethnoracist dis-
course, especially in relation to other Asian nations. Recently, the racial essen-
tHalist term minzokie has reentered Japanese polilicians’ discourse in preference
over less organic terms for a people (Van Wolferen, 1990:268-269). In historical
practice, though, Furopeans and populations of BEuropean origin have been
considerably more involved than other ethnic groups in propagating this ide-
ology, because 1t justified institutions of slavery and colonial expansion from
which thev benetited for several centuries (Fields, 1990).

In racial essentialist ideology, nation is defined as a racial entity in strugyle
with other such nations. The Nazis used the German word “Volk” to refer to the
ethnic group conceptualized as a race, the “ethnorace.” The metaphor of
“blood” was olten used to express this racial ethnic identity.

In short, one key element of fascist and nazi ideology is concern about the
boundaries of society. The society and nation-state should be composed onlyv of
the supertor race. Other peoples are to be used as a coerced labor force i a colo-
mial situwation, expelled, driven into remole areas, or even exterminated. |'he
strong nationalist themes in fascist and nazi thought are alwavs exclusionary
rather than assimilationist. Not all persons living in a national territory can be
members of the nation, only those of the right blood. Bloed as a mystical, e
sentialist, and biologically innate bond of an ethnic group is a kev symbaol i oy
cist and nazi discourse.

Nazism was particularly fixed on a racial definition of the nation and <
ried this doctrine to its extreme conclusion, genocide. The program ol the Nazi
Party, formulated in 1920, included the statement: “None but members of the
nation may be citizens of the State. None bt those of German blood, wihaiteaor
their creed, may be members of the nation. No Jew, therefore, may be o ey
ber of the nation” (University of Colorado, 1952). As Nazi Cermainy espanded
eastward during World War I, non-German groups were treated ascubheeman
Jews and gypsies were systematically exterminated, Slavs wore Treated e lave
labor.

Nazism made racism the central theme of the state and conrwed vacd s
cles to the extreme of genocide on a mass scale; but racism and externmunation
of other “races” were not new phenomena in themselves. These practu ce ot es
clusion, enslavement, and extermination had already appeared o Farapean
colonial expansion in the Americas and Africa. What was tiew in Nz practiees
was their application to other European populations, the scate and technolog
cal sophistication of the murders, and the openness with which the Nz pro-
claimed these policies. The policy of ethnic expulsions Gretereed 1o ethnie
cleansing by the ethnonationalist forces) that has been apphesd i the fonmee
Yugoslavia is a contemporary example of the docirine thata sativn connol con
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i more than one ethnic group as citizens (Denitch, 1994). However, in Ttalian
Fascism, these racist ideas were much less prominent than they were in Nazism
and maost other European varieties of fascism,

Domination, Leadership, and Collective Will

The appeal to bloed, o elemental and irrational forces of nature, also appears
in discourse about the relationships within the ethnic racial nation and among
all those who share a racial identity; though racially linked, they are not equals
among themselves. Their essential superiority or inferiority should be ex-
pressed in the institutions of the socicly, in leadership or subordination
(Adorno et al., 1993). Leadership expresses simultancously the natural superiority
of some individuals and the ability of these individuals to intuitively know and
embody the collective will of the ethnic racial people as a whole.

Liberalism, socialism, and most forms of religious doctrine emphasize the
equal worth of all human beings, although in somewhat different wavs: Liber-
alism emphasizes political equality, socialism adds to this economic and social
equality, and religious faith phrases the concept of human equality in terms of
personhood or equality within the community of believers. Fascist and nazi dis-
course explicitly rejects the view that human beings are potentially equal or
equal in their essence. Nature and, hence, human society as a part of nature, are
inherently systems of domination in which (he superior races destroy the infe-
rior ones and strong individuals lead weak individuals. Human beings, even
within the same ethnic group, are mmherently divided into leaders and follos-
ers. Power in the state and in the party hicrarchy must flow along these natural
lines of domination and obedience.

There is a great ideological emphasis on charismatic leadership, on the ex-
traordinary individual who makes and breaks the rules because of his supcrior
nature. He embodics the will of the people and, ther=tore, no institutionalized
mechanisms of voting or representation are needed (o understand the collective
will; the leader expresses this will in his own being and in his own decisions.
The Nazj term for this principle of organization embodies the concept: the
Fithrer principle, the principle of the leader (University of Colorado, 1952).

The Naziconception of the Fiihrer was expressed in many documents of the
party and slate, as in this treatise on law: “The Fiihrer-Reich of the people is
founded on the recognition that the true will of the people cannot be disclosed
through parliamentary votes and plebiscites bui that the will of the people inits
pure and uncorrupted form can only be expressed through the Flihrer. ... The
Fuhrer is no ‘representative” of a particular group whose wishes he must ca rry
out. He is no ‘organ’ of the state in the sense of ¢ mere executive agent. I le is
rather himself the bearer of the collective will of (he people. In his will the swill
of the people is realized ... (Huber, in University of Colorado, 1932:74). Thus,
the leader (whether the Fiihrer in Nazi discourse or-the Duce in Italian Fascist
idealogy) embodied two key principles: the organtc unity and cohesion of Lhe
people, which is never divided along lines of distinct interests: and the natural
mmperative of strong leadership.
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The Strong State and Ethnoracial Unity A third element of fascist atul 1is
ideology is the glorification of a strong, repressive, and unified state and conteanpl
for the intricate mechanisms and legal forms of the liberal democratic state. The
foundation of this conlempt s, once again, a conceplion of nature as a realin ol
struggle and vielence among racial entities. Nations and races are pitted against
cach ather. In this struggle, legislatures, representative government, multipa tly
systems, and elaborate protection of individual rights interfere with the sur-
vival of the Volk. One-party rule is natural and necessary. Any opposition
forees can, and must be, suppressed in the interests of racial ethnic unity and
hegemony. Left-wing and centrist parties, unions, and minority ethnic groups
have to be silenced, broken up as organizations, and, if necessary, eliminated
by the killing of their individual members,

After Hitler was asked to form a government in 1933, the first action of the
Nazi Party was “Gleichschaltung”—coordination—a euphemism for the trans-
formation of Germany into a single-party siate with the purge ot possible op-
position forces from all important government positions {(Kershaw, 1987, 1989).
The formation of a special cocrcive apparatus was a key clement of this process.
The 55—the Blackshirts—already existed as a paramilitary group and they be-
came a part of the new coercive apparatus. The gestapo—the secret state po-
licc—was newly formed.

However, the repressive nature of the Fascist and Navzi states was not only
an opportunistic way of grabbing power; it was integrally connected to any ide-
ology of violence and domination. Vielence and repression are not means to an
end, as they are for many other social movements. After all, liberalism, social-
ism, nationalism, and militant religious faiths have also used these means, but
justitied their use as measures that contributed to some higher goal such as
peace and social justice. But, for fascism and Nazism, violence and domination
are part of an unending and immutable natural order.

Symbols and Discourses of Irrationality Fascism and Nazism command at-
tention by their extravagant use of symbols: Flags and banners, swastikas and
salutes, slogans and mass rallies, uniforms and boots. Compared to these flam-
boyant displays, liberals and social democrats seem a bit dull—-legislators mak-
ing deals, functionaries administering programs, men in gray suits writing
memos. . .. The symbolic displays associated with fascism and Nazism are a de-
liberate choice to draw public attention and “stir the bload” of potential follow-
ers. They are also an outward manifestation of an ideological commitment o ac-
tion and an explicit rejection of reason, deliberation, and compromise. The
displavs call for a welling up of irrational feelings of racial and national loyalty,
submission to a leader, unreasoning solidarity in a causc that is greater than in
dividual self-interest. Anything that is connected to theory, to intellectualizing, 1o
profit making-~anything that is complex or calculated-—is rejected (Hitler, 1467},
The symbols and displays may refer to an imagined racial past; for exam
ple, the swastika was a sun symbol of the Aryan people, a racialized conceplion
of ethnic groups that speak Indo-Furopean languages. The fasces; a bundle o
rods from which fascism gels its name, was a symbol of the strength in unily ol
























































































