CHAPTER 9

- Movements of Faith

A Sampler

3 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
E passed away, and the sea was no more.

—Revelation 21:1.

Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to brin g
peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s
foes will be those of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than
e is not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. He who finds his life will lose it and he who loses his life for my sake
will find it.

—Matthew 10:34-39.

Every day is *Ashura and every place is Karbala.
—Shi‘a saying,

Imagine yourself in one of the enormous cities of western Asia or northern Africa. The
wonderful old city with its markets and mosques has been swallowed up by a bleak and
drab new city, built to accommodate hundreds of thousands of migrants from the coun-
tryside. The landscape of your neighborhood is composed of shabby cement apartment
blocks, dust, and the fumes of ceaseless traffic jams. The streets are filled with throngs
_ of people desperate to survive by whatever means necessary. The promises of the na-
1 tionalist movement have not been kept; once in power, the movement formed a gov-
- ernment marked by corruption, mismanagement, bureaucracy, and the misrule of a sin-
I gle dominant party. The government has sold the resources of the nation to foreigners,
? and officials have pocketed the profits; nothing has trickled down to improve the life of
your community.

In this landscape of despair, there is only one source of light and hope: Islam. The
five pillars of Islam give meaning to your day, your year, your life: A professed belief in
God and in the message of faith conveyed through the prophet Muhammad; prayer five
times a day; observance of the fast of the month of Ramadan: pilgrimage to Mecca; and
commitment of resources to support all members of the community, your brothers and sis-
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