Minutes of the 13th Annual SPCW business meeting, July 24th, 2006
The meeting was convened at 3 PM in Madison Hall at Western Carolina University

Attendees:
Trudy Conway, Karen Bardsley, Janet Donohoe, Andy Fiala, Jeremy Wisnewski, Noedl Boulting, Jerry Conway, Michael Krom, Jack Weir, Eddy Wilson, Ralph Ellis, Ramona Ilea, David Chan, Lee Reed, George Teschner

I. Moderator Reports (to be attached)

Ed Grippe: Eastern Division

Ralph Ellis: Central Division

Barbara LaBossiere: Pacific Division; Barbara LaBossiere expressed interest in having us elect a new moderator for the Pacific APA. Her good work was acknowledged, and it was agreed that a new moderator would be elected.
II. Treaurer’s Report (to be attached)

III. Journal Report (to be attached)

There was some discussion of a volume dedicated to the work of Ralph Ellis, which had been planned by Jim Sauer. There was general agreement that this volume should be produced, and as soon as was reasonably possible.

Andy Fiala requested volunteers to help with the journal—specifically, it was noted that more referees would be appreciated. He also pointed out that suggestions for themed volumes would be welcomed. Finally, Andy welcomed volunteers to take over the job of maintaining the website.
There was also discussion of the refereeing process of the journal in regard to papers submitted to the conference. It was agreed that the current system (where being on the program of the conference counts as one positive referee report) was a good one. Thus, publishing the proceedings of the conference, or reducing the number of referees for a paper, was decided against.

It was also noted that the editor of the journal was to have final say on any particular paper.

IV. Elections
In the interest of keeping the tenure of moderator posts staggered, it was decided to hold an election for the post of moderator of the Pacific Division. (Barbara LaBossiere had volunteered for this election).

Jeremy Wisnewski volunteered for the post. Jeremy was quickly scolded for living on the wrong side of the country, causing a little vitriol and some discussion. It was decided that physical location was neither necessary nor sufficient to warrant election to a post—so that bald guy would in fact stand for election.

There was further discussion of what constituted eligibility and electability for a moderator post. 

Janet Donohoe volunteered for the secretary position abdicated by Wisnewski. She was elected by acclamation. Wisnewski was then elected to the post of moderator by acclamation.

V. Future Conferences
a. Mexico in 2007
On 8/17 dates were confirmed: July 19-24, 2007 (these dates were meant to allow a Saturday stay-over).
Trudy provided some information on the possibility of holding next year’s meeting in Mexico. There was a proposal to move forward on Mexico. This was accepted by vote. (There were no votes against).

There was some debate over the theme of the conference, and even more debate over how to phrase the conference theme. It was decided that the theme would be ‘Justice and Identity in a Global Context.’ It was also noted, though, that the call for papers should emphasize that papers on any philosophical topic are welcome (and this should be in bold). Also, it should again be emphasized that the conference should be family friendly (see also new business).

Theme: Justice and Identity in a Global Context

Moderators: Joseph Orosco and Karen Bardsley

Site Coordinator: Joseph Orosco

Recommendations:

· Let Joseph Orosco negotiate dates with strong emphasis on mid-to-end of July to accommodate summer teaching schedules, schedule to minimize airfare costs: Saturday stay-over, Thursday to Tuesday or Wednesday to Monday dates; do not conflict with dates for North American Society for Social Philosophy (title?). Finalize dates soon so that we can begin promotional work. Be sure APA Division moderators do very active promotion at conferences. Post announcement for circulation to listserv.

· Have papers be in English, with Spanish papers being an option if translation is distributed and discussion is in English, since this is an English based society that strongly welcomes international presenters

· Add to conference descriptions, that additional papers on other philosophical topics are welcome.

· Use funds usually added to conference registration for social beverages and snacks (approximately $25 per person) be set aside to defray graduate student presenters travel costs. Attendees would be encouraged to register ahead of time, so organizers could plan in light of this funding. In addition, ask attendees if they wish to contribute voluntarily to a fund to support graduate student attendance. Funds would be distributed to graduate students presenting, so long as they first applied to available funding at their universities.

Suggestions:

· In advertising, there should be strong emphasis placed on the society having a family friendly conference. Stress families/children are welcome to attend. We hope to plan some conference related activities especially geared toward children, ideally tapping their natural propensity for philosophical wonder and inquiry. Karen Bardsley is especially interested in this possibility.

· Buy a call-for-papers advertisement in the Chronicle of Higher Education.

Contact other societies for conference announcements, such as APA Proceedings,

Council of Philosophical Societies, Social and Political Philosophy organizations, Philosopher’s Calendar [University of Memphis]

· Considering having some excursions at end or beginning, so that people can opt not to stay as long to save costs, if pressed.

b. 2008 and beyond
It was suggested that we look into returning to Estes Park in Colorado for the 15th annual meeting. Janet and Joe were slated to do some preliminary investigations into this prospect.
It was suggested that the 16th annual meeting might be held in the UK.

VI. New Business
It was noted that some people had double-paid for the journal subscription (some paid to renew journal subscription through PDC, but also paid the full registration cost, which included the subscription fee for the journal). Janet noted that she would be returning some funds.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 5 PM.
