Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology
Division 24 of the American Psychological Association
Minutes of the Annual Winter Executive Committee Meeting Conference Call
February 17, 2001

Present for the Executive Committee Meeting: Amy Fisher Smith, Barbara Held, Suzanne Kirschner, Jeffrey Reber, Frank Richardson, Robert Sternberg, Jeff Sugarman, Alan Tjeltveit

Committee Members Unable to Attend: Blaine Fowers, Edwin Gantt, Daniel Robinson, Brent Slife, Henderikus (Hank) Stam, Stephen Yancher, Alan Waterman

After approving the agenda for the meeting, the committee approved the minutes of the Annual Executive Committee/Business Meeting of August 5 and 6, 2000.

President's Report (Robert Sternberg)
Robert Sternberg reported that he has secured a contract with APA Books for publication of "The Anatomy of Impact," and that work on the edited volume is proceeding. He currently is preparing the 2001 preconvention workshop and a paper co-authored with Brent Slife concerning the philosophical underpinnings of the testing of abilities. He raised the issue of divisional membership, and strategies for increasing membership were discussed.

Secretary-Treasurer's Report (Jeff Sugarman)
The preliminary December 2000 budget report and income statement indicate total revenue of $14,446 and total expenses of $10,752 reflecting a net income of $3,694. However, these figures include deferred revenue from dues collected for 2001 in advance of that service year and do not include some costs incurred in 2000 but which will carry over into the 2001 budget. Nonetheless, it appears we will show a modest actual net income in the neighborhood of $600 for 2000.

The costs and merits of accepting credit card payments were discussed.

Program Chair's Report (Amy Fisher Smith and Jeffrey Reber)
A total of 28 paper/poster proposals were received. Nine individual papers and ten posters have been scheduled for presentation. Ten of the 14 proposals submitted for symposia were accepted. There are five invited speakers: David Buss, Larry Beutler, Daryl Bem, Daniel Robinson, and Robert Sternberg. Each of the first three speakers listed will be joined by a commentator from Division 24 who's role it will be to introduce and draw explicitly theoretical and philosophical implications from the invited speaker's address. A social hour cosponsored by Divisions 24, 26 and 10 will be held.

Council Representative's Report (Alan Waterman)
Alan Waterman was unable to attend.

Membership Chair's Report (Edwin Gantt)
Although Edwin Gantt was unable to attend, he submitted a report by email which was read at the meeting. Highlights of the report include the additions in 2000 of 21 new libraries, 37 new students, and 22 new members. At the time of this report, complete tallies for 2001 were not yet available. However, as of January 14 of this year, 459 (Associates, Members, Fellows) have paid membership fees.

Journal Editor's Report (Daniel Robinson)
Although Daniel Robinson was unable to attend, he submitted a report by email which was read at the meeting. The Journal of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology has been moved to the Institute for the Psychological Sciences in Arlington. Publication costs are expected to be within budget, and the possibility of exchanging advertising space with other journals continues to be explored.

Continuing Education Chair and Ethics in Psychology Listserve Report (Alan Tjeltveit)
The APA Board of Directors voted to reduce involvement in the enforcement and adjudication of ethical matters. The concerns of members of the Executive Committee will be voiced at the upcoming Council meeting.

The 2000 Continuing Education Workshop garnered a profit of $271.25 for the division. The 2001 Continuing Education Workshop is entitled, "Improving Critical, Creative, and Practical Thinking In Yourself and in Your Students: A 'How-to' Workshop," co-presented by Robert Sternberg and Elena L. Grigorenko. A request for suggestions for the 2002 Continuing Education Workshop was made.

President elect's Report (Frank Richardson)
Robert Woolfolk has accepted the position of Program Chair for 2002. There are initiatives underway to establish links with other organizations in an effort to stimulate interest and participation in the 2002 conference program from scholars outside the division.

To deal with longstanding complaints regarding the annual convention, APA has requested the appointment of a "Cluster Representative" who's role it will be to assist in the developing of thematic programs sponsored by clusters of divisions. Frank Richardson has agreed to accept responsibility for insuring that we are represented in the planning process.

Fellows Chair Report (Brent Slife)
Although Brent Slife was unable to attend, he submitted a brief report by email which was read at the meeting. Eight applications for new Fellows are in preparation, and more applications are expected.

Members-at Large Reports (Suzanne Kirschner and Barbara Held)
Suzanne Kirschner and Barbara Held agreed to assist with the membership drive. A letter detailing the benefits of Division 24 membership will be prepared for possible distribution on the list serves of other divisions.

Historian's Report (Blaine Fowers)
Blaine Fowers was unable to attend.

Webmaster's Report (Tod Sloan)
Tod Sloan has resigned as webmaster. A new webmaster is to be appointed.

Critical Thinking Task Force Chair's Report (Stephen Yanchar)
Although Stephen Yancher was unable to attend, he submitted a report by email which was read at the meeting. 

Alan Bensley from Division 2 has joined task force, and an article (possibly a series of articles) is in preparation that will serve as a call for a more focused and concerned look at critical thinking in psychology education.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Sugarman, PhD

Secretary-Treasurer.

