Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

Division 24 of the American Psychological Association

Minutes of the Annual Executive Committee Meeting

August 7, 2003, Toronto, ON, Canada

 

Present for the Executive Committee Meeting: Scott Churchill, Edwin Gantt, Adelbert Jenkins, Suzanne Kirschner, Jack Martin, Brent Slife, Amy Fisher Smith, Jeff Sugarman, Steve Yancher

 

Committee Members Unable to Attend: John Christopher, Blaine Fowers, Matt Draper, Jeanne Marecek, Donald Polkinghorne, Frank Richardson, Robert Woolfolk,

 

The committee approved the agenda and the minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of February 8, 2003. 

 
President’s Report  (Jack Martin)

On behalf of the Division, Jack thanked members of the executive who would be vacating their existing posts at the end of August, 2003. Frank Richardson was thanked for his assistance, his successful efforts at outreach to other organizations, and his development of new programs that have invigorated the division. Gratitude also was extended to Suzanne Kirschner for her work as Program Chair and Jeff Sugarman in his capacity as Secretary-Treasurer. 

 

Congratulations were extended to this year’s award winners: John Christopher (Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contribution to Psychology) and Rachel Hare-Mustin (Distinguished Contributions to Theoretical Psychology). Rachel is slated to give an invited address at this year’s convention. Edwin Gantt, winner of last year’s Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contribution to Psychology, will be giving a special two hour seminar on the work of philosopher, Emmanual Levinas. 

 

Newly elected officers were congratulated: Suzanne Kirschner for President-elect, Scott Churchill for Secretary-Treasurer, and Jeanne Marecek for Member-at-Large. John Christopher has been appointed as the Division 24 Cluster Programming Representative. It was noted that cluster programming has been suspended for next year.

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report (Jeff Sugarman)

Figures were presented indicating our income and expenses over the last eight budgetary terms. The Division is showing a small net profit for the third consecutive year. It is recommended that profits eventually be added to our investment account. Both our 2002 expenses and income are reduced from recent years. This reflects the fact that we no longer offer continuing education workshops. The workshops contributed both expense and income. Also, there were fewer journals produced in 2002 than previous years which diminished our expenses. However, production and distribution appear to be returning to previous levels. Current total assets are $19,105.33 divided between investment and cash accounts. The 2004 budget was submitted. There was no change from the previous year. The budget for 2004 is $12,700 with an approximately equivalent anticipated income. An offer of assistance was made to the incoming Secretary-Treasurer and the Executive Committee to ease transition.

 

Program Chair’s Report (Suzanne Kirschner)

Unfortunately, Mark Kingwell cancelled his invited address. A number of other absentees were noted. Five students were invited to submit their full papers for adjucatation of student paper awards. Two winners were announced. Shannon D. Kelly (State University of West Georgia) won for her paper entitled: “Encountering the Subject in Empirical Psychology.” Sarah Hickinbottom of (Simon Fraser University) won for her paper entitled: “Reconceptualizing Happiness and Well-Being for the Postmodern World.” 

 

There was discussion of the possibility of provision of time at future conventions for the presentation of student papers. There also was discussion of promoting the participation of individuals who submitted papers, but who are not divisional members. It was suggested that additional time for presentations and discussions might be afforded by sharing a hospitality suite with another division.

 

Council Representative’s Report (Robert Woolfolk)

Robert was unable to attend.

 

Journal Editor’s Report (Robert Woolfolk)

Robert was unable to attend.

 

Membership Chair’s Report (Edwin Gantt)

Membership of the division is in decline. To some extent, this mirrors the more general decline of membership in APA. Edwin obtained a list of lapsed members and letters have been sent requesting them to rejoin. An iniative was suggested to encourage members of other divisions to join complimentary divisions. There was discussion of the ongoing challenge of increasing membership.

 

President-Elect’s Report  (Adelbert Jenkins)

The Program Chair for the 2004 APA Convention is Leanh Nguyen. The call for papers will invite attention to multicultural issues in psychology and advertise: “especially interested in presentations concerning discussions of the philosophical foundations of human experience, as it is grounded in but not reducible to the sociocultural context in which we are embedded.” 

 

Steve Yanchar will be our representative on the APA Advocacy of Education Directorate (APA Public Policy Office).

 

Cluster Representative's Report (John Christopher) 

John was unable to attend.

 

 

Fellows Chair Report  (Brent Slife)

There were no applications for divisional fellow status put forward this year. Brent requested that the executive nominate candidates deserving of fellow status, and that he will be pursuing more applications this year.

 

Members-at-Large Report (Donald Polkinghorne, Suzanne Kirschner, Amy Fisher Smith) 

The Monitor will be alerted about the upcoming publication of Developing Critical Thinking in Psychology (APA Books).

 

Historian’s Report (Blaine Fowers)

Blaine was unable to attend.

 

Webmaster’s Report (Matt Draper)

Matt Draper was unable to attend.

 

Critical Thinking  Task Force Chair’s  Report (Stephen Yanchar)

In addition to the publication of the Slife, Reber,  and Richardson book, there is an article forthcoming (Yanchar & Slife) and a symposium addressing issues of critical thinking in psychology taking place at this year’s conference. To date, other divisions that have been contacted remain unconvinced of the merits of being involved in promoting critical thinking.

 

Old Business
Brent Slife reported that the edited volume, Developing Critical Thinking in Psychology, is to be published in 2004. The book addresses six subdisciplines of psychology. For each subdiscipline, two chapters have been written--one addressing critical assumptions in the the subdiscipline and one proposing a set of alternative assumptions. 

 

The division now has promoted the publication of two texts, and another is being considered.

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Sugarman, PhD

Secretary- Treasurer.

