Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology
Division 24 of the American Psychological Association
Minutes of the 2005 Annual Executive Committee Meeting
August -- Washington, D.C.
 
 

Present for the Executive Committee Meeting: Scott Churchill, Adelbert Jenkins, Suzanne Kirschner, Henderikus (Hank) Stam,  Lisa Osbeck, Don Polkinghorne, Fred Wertz, Ron Miller, Matt Draper, John Christopher, Brent Slife

 

Committee Members Unable to Attend:  Jeanne Marecek, Amy Fisher Smith, Jeff Reber, Louis Sass, Edwin Gantt, Blaine Fowers

 

 

At 4:10 pm the meeting was called to order by Suzanne K. who then asked for a motion to accept the agenda (Del moved to accept; Hank seconded) – passed unanimously. The Secretary presented minutes of winter conference call:  Del J. moved to accept (seconded by Hank S.) – passed unanimously.

 
President’s Report  (Suzanne Kirschner)

            

1.   Sarbin Awards:  committee of judges (normally three people, this year five people given the special nature of the first award) voted Jefferson Singer as the first recipient of the award.  Ted Sarbin himself will present the first award during the convention.

 

2. Student involvement:  Daniel Warner (Duquesne U.) and other students organized a Critical Psychology Conference that was held at Duquesne in March 2005. Suzanne suggested that we needed to find ways to involve students in connection with a winter conference.  Don P. suggested students feel unrecognized for their theoretical interests.  Fred asked how do we pass Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology on to succeeding generations – passing it on to the future – how can we advise students to get on with a career in our subfield. Suzanne suggested we need better outreach to students, further considered that Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology is a vocation/calling, but that one wonders “what am I going to do with this?”  Matt suggested that we not move towards formalizing a mentoring program.  Fred asked if we could get a hospitality suite program added to our annual convention program, which could be a way of further involving students in our shared work and interests. Suzanne brought up the idea of a Midwinter Conference as another way of involving students, but also pointed out that with fewer members to add to our dues revenue, we would need to raise more money. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report  (Scott Churchill)
 

            Scott raised the issue of the division budget being set at approximately 30% more than our annual revenues.  Although we in the end do not spend all of the budgeted amounts in each category, this has been the result of happenstance, and if at any time in the future all budget categories were utilized in a given year, we would be seriously overspending (and dipping into reserves as a result).  Discussion ensued regarding whether the division needed to have a realistic budget, as long as the treasurer made sure we did not spend beyond our means. Scott replied that working with a 30% inflated budget made watching the budget a rather functionless task, since the individuals responsible for various budget lines (president’s initiative, student awards, conference call, convention speakers, journal) might all come in at the same time with requests for disbursements.  A modified budget was shown to the committee as a starting point for discussion regarding where we might trim our planned expenditures.   The board decided instead to vote on either (a) the existing budget (a replica of the 2004 budget not corrected for actual expenditures that year in each category) or (b) the “sample” modified budget for 2005 presented earlier.  Three voted for the 2004 budget; four voted for the 2005 budget.  The revised budget passed by majority vote. 

 

Scott thanked Suzanne for providing the institutional connection to receive lower rates than the secretary himself could obtain through his own institution.   He also reminded Del to submit the invoice for the previous year’s conference call.  The conference call is budgeted at $550.  (Some of our previous secretaries like Jeff Sugarman were able to have their institutions subsidize the call.  Scott’s institution cannot, and without a special conference call plan, it would have cost an estimated $1200 or more for the call.  Scott said he would need help again this year in obtaining an institutional discount for the conference call.)

 

Program Chair’s Report  (John Christopher)

 

            John presented the program and discussed his successful efforts to plan co-sponsored programs with Div 32.  He also explained that he had spread out the division’s posters over three separate sessions, versus having one large session.  Scott suggested soliciting feedback from those presenters to find out whether they thought that spreading out the posters over three hours had increased visitors or decreased potential attendance by Div 24 members (since people may be less likely to attend all three).  He also presented the plans for utilizing the Div 32 Hospitality Suite for the division social.  Div 24 members were invited to Div 32 programs in the suite as well.

 

Council Representative’s Report (Brent Slife)

 

1.   Council deliberated over evaluation of therapeutic modalities and was leaning in the direction of keeping Randomized Control Trials as the “gold standard”, which would seem to preclude any discussion of how we (APA) decide what “evidence-based practice” means.
 

2. The APA’s stance on psychologists’ involvement in torture was another item of council discussion.  Del suggested we advise Council to respond to the issue in terms of our existing ethical guidelines.  Scott suggested Div 24, with its concern for philosophic principles, should serve as a conscience for the APA. 

 
Journal Editor’s Report (Ron Miller)

 

Ron reported an excellent start on taking over the journal.  We need to catch up now that we are behind in the publication dates of our issues, Ron is planning to do this within  two years.  There is not a price indicated for subscriptions.  Scott provided Ron with a recent budgetary analysis for use in assessing the actual costs of the journal.

 

President-Elect’s Report (Hank Stam)

 

Hank discussed his priorities for his year as President that included (a) targeting APA members who were not members of any division and (b) polling the membership on the feasibility of a midwinter meeting.  His theme for the 2006 convention program will be ‘Theorizing Globalization.’

 

Fellows Chair’s Report (Fred Wertz)

 

There were ten nominations this year, four of which were “new” fellows.  Fred explained that there are two sets of criteria for advancement to Fellow status within the division:  APA criteria and Division 24 criteria.  Thanks to the rigorous criteria at the division level, we have been successful in getting our nominees accepted by APA.  He discussed the labor intensive aspects of what is required of the Fellows chair and committee.  Brent’s system had resulted in 100% success during his term as Fellows Chair.  Fred suggested that we make our decision and send on to APA when we feel really strong about a candidate.  He said that we will accept self-nominations, although this brings with it some special problems.

 

Members-at-Large Report (Donald Polkinghorne, Amy Fisher Smith, Jeanne Marecek) 

 

Donald Polkinghorne was present, no special issues to present at this time.

 

Webmaster’s Report (Matt Draper)

 

Matt indicated that the listserv now had 30 members and seemed to be shrinking.  

 

Old Business
 

New Business 
 

The question was raised regarding attendance at meetings on the part of executive board members and whether the division should move to replace elected board members after two or more consecutive absences, since the interests of the membership are at stake when we do not have adequate representation.  The question was tabled.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Scott D. Churchill

Secretary- Treasurer

