Minutes

Business Meeting
APA Division 24

Society for Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

San Francisco, California

August 19, 2007, 5:00 PM

Agenda Prepared by Louis Sass, Division President

I. Announcement of Recent Division Election Results (Louis Sass):
a. President:  Barbara Held

b. Member-at-large: James Walkup

c. Council Representative:  Frank Richardson

II. Announcement of Division Award Recipients (Louis Sass)
a. Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contributions to Psychology:  

      Jeff Reber

b. Distinguished Contribution Award:   Edward Sampson

c. Theodore Sarbin Award:  Ken Gergen

d. Distinguished Service Award:  Frederick Wertz

· Congratulations extended to Jeff, Ed, Ken, and Fred for awards richly deserved.

· Congratulations also extended to Brent Slife, Jeff Reber, and Frank Richardson for the success of Critical Thinking about Psychology, currently an APA best-seller. 


III. Mid-Winter Division Meeting (Louis Sass and Lisa Osbeck)
a. Hank Stam was not in attendance to report on the meeting but prepared flyers with conference details:  The meeting will be held in Miami Feb. 22-24, hosted by Blane Fowers.
b. Call for papers:  Members urged to submit proposals for the mid-winter meeting.  Alternative formats particularly welcome.  Proposals due October 15, 2007 to Hank Stam.

c. Registration and hotel costs are relatively low.  Details about where to send registration check will soon be posted on the division website.

d. Lisa reminded members that the meeting will be conducted on a trial basis.  If successful, future winter meetings will be planned.

e. Updates on the winter meeting will be sent to the membership at large.  A listserve for persons particularly interested in matters pertaining to the midwinter meeting will be created from a list of signatures collected during the business meeting.

IV. Graduate Student Initiatives (Jason Goertzen, John Christopher, Amy Fisher Smith)

a. Mentorship social to be held immediately following the business meeting, the purpose of which is to match graduate students with faculty outside their own departments with whom they might have interests in common.  Faculty who feel able to volunteer in the capacity of informal mentor were urged to attend.

b. Creation of a student travel fund offering incentive for student affiliates to present at the annual meeting.  The funding would supplement the student paper award fund, not replace it. Initial efforts will involve contacting non-dues paying members of the division and asking for a contribution of one half of the division dues.  

c. Lisa mentioned excessive costs involved with conventional mailings but noted that many non-dues paying members appear to lack email addresses.  

Plan is to start with email list available. 
*Any division members who have not submitted their email addresses to APA are encouraged to do so.  The division listserve is taken from the APA site.  If you prefer not to send your email address to APA, please forward your email address to Lisa: (losbeck@westga.edu). Similarly, please make certain that the email address on record with APA is up to date, or email Lisa with changes.

V. Amendment of Division Bylaws Concerning Elections (Jeff Sugarman)

a. The division frequently faces difficulties finding appropriate and willing candidates to run for division offices.  There is also a risk that persons losing elections might lose interest in participating in the division or be discouraged from running in future elections.

b. According to APA, we are obliged only to run two candidates for the Council Representative position.

c. Advantages and Disadvantages of one-candidate elections were discussed by the membership.  Jeff stressed that the revision of bylaws would merely allow for the possibility of one-candidate elections.  Currently we do not have this provision.
d. It was agreed that the proposal must be submitted to the entire membership for vote. 

e. Wording for a proposed change to the bylaws enabling one candidate elections will be drafted by Jeff Sugarman and distributed to the executive committee for comment.  

f. Jeff will include a motion to change bylaws as agreed upon by the executive committee in the fall presidential letter.

VI. Issue of Endorsing Candidates for APA Elections

a. Past policy has been to avoid endorsing candidates, with an exception made in the case of Robert Sternberg.

b. The issue of whether this should be reconsidered was brought forward, both in general and in relation to the 2007 election.
i. James Bray has contacted the division for endorsement and expressed interest in supporting smaller divisions

ii. Fred Wertz noted that Division 32 has made a decision to endorse Bray.  He stressed that if a candidate seems to have similar values to those of a division, a relationship useful to the purposes of that division can be formed.
iii. The issue was discussed extensively:  Concerns were expressed about the diversity of viewpoints represented in the division; thus how could one candidate be expected to speak for all on value laden issues?  Louis noted that the support would be for the value of theoretical and philosophical psychology in general.  Concerns were also expressed about the risk of alienating the other candidates.

iv. Fred Wertz and Barbara Held met privately with Bray and prepared a brief report on their meeting.

1. Objections to hearing the report were voiced by some members out of concern for fairness to the other candidates who were not represented.  However, the majority of those present voted to hear the results of the report.

2. Fred and Barbara provided their candid opinion.   
v. The executive committee ultimately will decide on whether or not to support Bray, but the opinions of the membership will be considered carefully in relation to this decision.  A straw poll was taken, and majority vote was that the next newsletter should announce that Bray met with Division 24 and summarize the results of that meeting, rather than formally endorsing his candidacy.
VII. Endorsement of Resolution to Close Guantanamo Prison (Scott Churchill) 

a. Scott stressed that small divisions can have a voice on this and other issues.  
We missed the deadline to vote (August 9), but Scott encouraged timely and proactive involvement on other matters. 

b. It was requested that the division bring such matters to the membership’s attention by means of its listserve.

VIII. Treasurer’s report (Lisa Osbeck) (Brief due to time constraints).

a. The division continues to lose money every year, but efforts are being made to slow the losses and generate some income.
i. Efforts to save money include emailing presidential letter rather than traditional mail, for which charges are extensive.

-It was noted that not all division members have email addresses.  It remains a problem how to contact these members without great expense to the division.

      2.  The four dollar increase in dues has raised income through membership dues, but income from new member dues is down from last year.

      3.  Long-term investment of Sarbin award fund money.  Money from the Sarbin award fund (amount disclosed upon request) was invested in moderately aggressive Vanguard fund with a very good performance record over the past ten years, including the unstable years.  Details on the fund were provided upon request.

4.  Details of the budgeted vs. projected figures also provided upon request to interested members.

5.  A suggestion was made that contributions to general division funds might be solicited from division members, especially those with long-standing term commitment to the division.
IX.Incoming President’s Report (Jeff Sugarman)
a.   The theme of next year’s program (in Boston, MA) will be “Philosophy of Psychotherapy”.   Sarah Hickinbottom will be program chair.

b. Inquiries have been made concerning the feasibility of making older copies of the division journal available on the website.
Note:  In response, a proposal was made by a member (Ken Gergen) to convert the division journal entirely to electronic format to save costs and increase accessibility.

 X.   Journal Editor’s Report (Lisa Osbeck for Ron Miller)

a.  Activity Report

Activity as of 12/2006

New Submissions – 25

Disposition

Accepted for Publication in Volume 26: 1 & 2 – 13

Rejected – 4

*Pending – 8
Activity thru 8/2007

New Submissions – 14

Pending carryover – 8 

Disposition

Accepted for Volume 27:1, Spring 2007 (scheduled for November ’07) – 13

Rejected – 2

Pending – 7

Activity for Volume 27:2, Fall 2007* “Special Issue” (scheduled for February 2008)

*with Guest editors Lisa Hoshmand & John Christopher
New Submissions – 12

Disposition

Accepted – 2

Pending – 6

Rejected – 4

b. Cost comparison

Volume 25:2 was 176 pages costing $ 6.45 per issue 

Volume 26: 1 & 2 was 244 pages costing $ 9.16 per issue

Saved about $1,800 doing a double issue

c.  Submission length and journal size

Goal is to limit submissions to 7500 words of text and keeping journal size to between 100 and 125 pages
XI.  Membership Chair’s Report:  (Jeff Reber)

a.  The membership committee includes Jeff Reber (chair), Brent Slife, John Christopher, Cody Christopherson, and Jason Goertzen.

b. John and Jeff will emphasize early career psychologist membership; Cody and Jason will focus on student membership initiatives; Brent and Jeff Sugarman will emphasize recruiting and retaining senior-level members.

c. Each will draft a letter directed specifically to the target audience to go out with the brochure and President's letter to people who register an interest in the society.  These will also replace the outdated invitation to join the society on the web.

d. Progress will be discussed at the mid-winter meeting and at next year’s annual meeting.

e. Projects for the committee include adding interactive features to website and improving division’s outreach efforts to student members.  

X.    Fellow’s Chair Report (Fred Wertz)

b. Suggestions for new fellows to be sent to Fred.

i. Two categories:

a. Members of the division who are not fellows of APA

b. Fellows of APA who are not members of the division.  This is the easier process.

IX. Historian’s Report (Alan Tjeltveit)

No report

X. Member-at-Large Report  (Thomas Teo)

1.Two issues reported as crucial:

a. Internationalization – including increasing the division’s connection with the International Society for Theoretical Psychology (ISTP).

b. Diversity, both in cultural background and theoretical commitments.

2. Amy Fisher Smith noted the recent APA grant awarded to three division members (Amy, Jeff Reber, and Gilbert Garza) to increase cultural and methodological diversity.  A workshop will be held at the University of West Georgia in October.  She will call APA to promote this effort.
XI. Student Representative’s Report (Jason Goertzen)

a. APEC has just announced an award for divisions displaying substantial student outreach/involvement efforts.

b. Thanked division for opportunity to serve.  Cody Christopherson is new representative
XII. Webmaster’s Report

a. Matt Draper not present, but it was noted that the website has had major updating.

b. It was noted that improvements remain to be made, including more attractive interactive features.

XIII. President’s Conclusion

 
Louis thanked the membership and handed the gavel to Jeff Sugarman.
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