Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

Division 24 of the American Psychological Association

Minutes of the Midwinter Executive Committee Meeting Conference Call

February 8, 2003

 

Present for the Executive Committee Meeting: Matt Draper, Suzanne Kirschner, Jack Martin, Donald Polkinghorne, Frank Richardson, Amy Fisher Smith, Jeff Sugarman, Robert Woolfolk.

 

Committee Members Unable to Attend: Blaine Fowers, Edwin Gantt, Adelbert Jenkins, Brent Slife, Steve Yancher.

 

The agenda and minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of August 22, 2002 were amended and approved. 

 
President’s Report  (Jack Martin)

Nominees for the 2003 election of divisional officers are Blaine Fowers and Suzanne Kirschner for President-Elect, Scott Churchill and Jeff Reber for Secretary-Treasurer, and Jeanne Maraecek and Michael Westerman for Member-at-Large.

 

The Awards Committee has selected Rachel Hare-Mustin to receive the 2003 Division 24 Award for Distinguished Contributions to Theoretical Psychology. John Chambers Christopher receives the 2003 Division 24 Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contribution to Psychology. The Division 24 student awards are to be adjudicated.

 

There was discussion of increasing divisional fees for the purposes of having more money available to assist the Conference Program Chair, Journal Editor, and Webmaster with various one-time, relatively low-cost initiatives (e.g., entering data on APA's Conference Program System, software). A motion to increase divisional fees by $3.00 was made (Woolfolk/Kirschner) and subsequently carried unanimously. It was recommended that fees be reviewed by the Executive in 2005. 

 

Possibilities are being explored of more formalized links with the International Society for Theoretical Psychology  in addition to having a member of Division 24 as a liaison board member of Theory and Psychology. APA is not supportive of Division 24 holding its convention program in conjunction with ISTP as an alternative to participation in the Annual APA Convention. It was suggested that nonetheless Division 24 might become more of a presence at ISTP and that a Division 24 Program within the ISTP Conference might be an appropriate avenue in this regard.

 

Response to the APA Annual Convention Cluster Programming initiative has been mixed. Art Bohart (Council Representative) has responded on behalf of Division 32. Other divisions, such as Division 26, are responding to Art. Jack Martin will look into this matter, and further action will be decided at the convention in Toronto.

 

John Christopher has agreed to take on the responsibility of being our representative to APA’s Cluster Programming Initiative, starting with the 2004 Convention in Hawaii.

  

 

The Committee on Division/APA Relations (CODAPAR) has two openings for the 2004-2006 term. Members  of the executive are invited to submit nominations/suggestions.

 

Program Chair’s Report (Suzanne Kirschner)

Despite constraints on presentation time (14 substantive hours), the program is strong and varied. There was reduction this year in the number of submissions: nine proposals for symposia were received, seven were accepted; 22 individual paper proposals were received, 16 were accepted (all individual paper proposals will be poster sessions). A number of strong submissions from students were received. Students whose abstracts were rated highly, were invited to submit papers for the adjudication of student awards.

 

This year's program features an invited address by Mark Kingwell of the Philosophy Department at the University of Toronto. The address is entitled, "Sure, But Are You Really Happy." The winner of the 2003 Division 24 Award for Distinguished Contributions to Theoretical Psychology , Rachel T. Hare-Mustin, will be presenting an invited address entitled, “Can We Demystify Theory?: Examining Masculinity Discourses.” In keeping with the theme of the conference program, a symposium entitled "Journal Editors’  Perspectives on the Future of Theoretical Psychology" is taking place with the editors of Theory and Psychology (Henderikus J. Stam, University of Calgary), International Journal of Critical Psychology (Betty Bayer, Hobart and William Smith College), and the Journal of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology (Robert Woolfolk, PhD, Princeton University).

 

In addition, on the heels of the success of last year's evening workshops, on the evening of Thursday, August 7, Edwin Gantt will give a two hour workshop on philosopher, Emmanual Levinas. 

 

Council Representative’s Report (Robert Woolfolk)

The council meeting is scheduled for next week.

 

Journal Editor’s Report (Robert Woolfolk)

The first issue under Rob's editorship is presently in the hands of the publisher. There was discussion of how the journal may be published in the future (i.e., on-line, hard copy, both). It was determined that the Division holds the copyright for articles published in the journal.

 

An honorarium was approved for a student assistant. 

 

Rob agreed to compose a formal motion conveying that he has been charged by the Executive to seek a commercial publisher for the journal. It was reiterated that any final decision pertaining to the contracting of a commercial publisher be subject to approval by the executive committee.

 

President-Elect’s Report  (Adelbert Jenkins)

Adelbert was unable to attend.

 

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report (Jeff Sugarman)

APA has contracted with a public accounting firm, Century Business Services of Bethesda, MD, to perform all of its divisional accounting services. There is currently a stage of transition in which Divisional Services is transferring its accounting responsibilities. 

 

A preliminary statement for December shows us to have $750 more in assets than we did at the end of December the previous year. However, there are still at least a couple of outstanding bills to be paid. 

 

Income from dues is about $420 less than last year and we earned approximately $400 less in interest on our investment account. Our small net asset is the result of income from journal subscriptions ($1500), which has returned to previous (2000) levels.

 

Membership Chair’s Report (Edwin Gantt)

Edwin was unable to attend.

 

Fellows Chair Report  (Brent Slife)

Brent was unable to attend.

 

Members-at-Large Report (Suzanne Kirschner, Amy Fisher Smith, Donald Polkinghorne) 

Amy Fisher Smith will contact the APA Monitor regarding the possibility of noting the forthcoming Division 24 sponsored book on critical assumptions in psychology.

 

Historian’s Report (Blaine Fowers)

Blaine was unable to attend.

 

Webmaster’s Report (Matt Draper)

There was discussion of publishing abstracts of articles in the Journal of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology. Matt extended an invitation for individuals to submit papers to be published on the website as examples of the range of interests of the membership. There also was discussion of publishing student papers on the website.

 

Matt currently is updating dead links to the Division 24 website and requested others inform him of any obsolete URLs they encounter.

 

Critical Thinking  Task Force Chair’s  Report (Stephen Yanchar)

Steve Yancher was unable to attend.

 

Old Business
Frank Richardson reported that the edited volume entitled, Developing Critical Thinking in Psychology, (APA Books) is progressing.

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Sugarman, PhD

Secretary- Treasurer.

