
[image: ]

Course Attributes for High Impact Practices (HIPs)
Writing Intensive Course (WIC) Criteria 
Criteria Approved by the UWG Faculty Senate, December 18, 2025

I. WIC Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is a Writing-Intensive Course (WIC): 
The UWG faculty workgroup developed a WIC Definition in consultation with national standards. The WIC definition and criteria were approved by the UWG Faculty Senate in December 2025. 

2. What courses are eligible for the WIC attribute? 
The WIC attribute is open to all graduate and undergraduate courses in all colleges and schools that meet the attribute criteria (see below). Undergraduate courses at all levels (core and major) are eligible for the attribute.

3. What is required to submit an application and what is the review process? 
WIC will follow the same application and review process that other High Impact Practices (HIPs) like Undergraduate Research and Work-Based Learning use. 
WIC Application Form
WIC Application Course Criteria
WIC Application Process

4. When can a course be submitted? 
An announcement for applications will be circulated each semester (fall and spring) with a deadline so that courses can be reviewed and submitted to the UWG Faculty Senate for approval. 

5. Can an individual section of a course that has multiple sections taught by multiple faculty be submitted?
No. Applications must be at the course level, not the section level. Programs and/or a faculty representative can submit a course on behalf of all faculty teaching the course, as along as all sections meet the WIC criteria. Sections can vary in how they meet the criteria, as long as faculty teaching the course agree that the criteria is met. 

6. What attributes will be assigned to courses?
All approved courses will receive the USG WIC attribute (ZWIP). In addition, core courses (WIC1) and upper-division courses (WIC2) will receive a secondary institutional attribute to assist UWG in tracking student progression in writing-intensive courses. Graduate courses will receive USG attribute (ZWIP).   

7. Is the WIC attribute the same as the Discipline-Specific Writing (DSW) attribute? 
No. The DSW attribute is connected to an undergraduate degree of requirement in two colleges: The College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences and The Perry College of Mathematics, Computing, and Sciences. The WIC attribute is open to all graduate and undergraduate courses in all colleges and schools and has been developed with input from faculty representatives from all colleges and schools. It is not currently associated with any degree requirement. 

8. How do WICs and the attribute process benefit faculty, students, and UWG? 
Writing Intensive Courses are an important High Impact Practice that the USG has identified for inclusion in Banner. The University of West Georgia aspires for every student to have the opportunity to strengthen their competences as writers across multiple courses and disciplines, beginning in the first year and through the final courses in their major. Writing-intensive courses deepen learning by requiring students to articulate ideas, reason with evidence, and reflect through iterative drafts. Because assignments are tied to disciplinary genres (e.g., lab reports, briefs, field notes), students practice how a field makes knowledge and can transfer those moves to new contexts. Structured cycles of feedback and revision build durable habits of analysis, clarity, and metacognition. Collectively, these practices are linked to higher engagement, persistence, and career-relevant communication skills. The WIC designation also will allow students to identify courses in the schedule of classes in Banweb that include a WIC component. The attributes would also enable faculty to list courses that have received a WIC or other HIPs designations as evidentiary sources in their teaching portfolios associated with student success. Once HIPs attributes are assigned to courses, academic units could also establish program or degree requirements aligned to WICs or other HIPs that meet their specific educational and professional goals. WICs will also support UWG’s commitment to strengthening students’ AI literacy skills in relationship to writing.

9. Who do I contact if I have questions about WICs or the application process?
You can contact any member of the UWG Faculty WIC Workgroup. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

II. Background on USG HIPs Attributes: The University System of Georgia (USG) has requested that all institutions develop criteria and a process for assigning attributes for High Impact Practices (HIPs) in Banner. Information on the USG criteria recommendations for all eleven HIPs and additional information on HIPs can be found HERE. The USG does not stipulate specific criteria, but it does offer guidelines and requests that institutions develop criteria for coding. Faculty at UWG are responsible for defining the criteria and the process for assigning HIPs attributes to courses. The University System of Georgia has established codes in Banner for institutions to assign to courses that meet the institution’s criteria for Writing Intensive Courses and has provided guidelines for institutions in designating a course as a High-Impact Practice (See Appendix I). The WIC attribute is different from the Discipline-Specific-Writing (DSW) attribute that is currently used in CHASS and CMCS as a degree requirement for graduation in those two colleges. 
[bookmark: WICDefinition][bookmark: _Int_ms0a9nMH]III. Writing Intensive Course Definition: Writing-Intensive Courses (WICs) are those in which writing is used as a central mode of learning as well as for evaluating student performance. Students in these courses write regularly throughout the course on a variety of assignments, and student grades are connected to the quality and content of their written work. Writing Intensive Courses utilize writing-to-learn and/or writing-for-the-disciplines as essential components of how the subject matter is presented and how it is learned, offering students opportunities to learn about and practice the process of writing.  In writing-to-learn, students experience the ways in which writing can help them learn about something through research, critical analysis, and cognitive reflection. The writing-to-learn can be integrated into major assignments but can also be utilized in informal writing assignments when students reflect in writing upon what they have learned. In writing-for-the-disciplines, students learn to write professionally in modes that are relevant for an academic discipline or a professional field of study. The emphasis is placed on effective communication, and students are required to demonstrate a mastery of the conventions of writing in a specific discipline. For major assignments, students should be afforded a substantial amount of time in class and outside of class to practice and develop the skills required to become proficient writers. In addition, faculty feedback across the writing assignment with opportunities for revision is essential. Peer feedback should be encouraged. When students successfully complete Writing Intensive Courses at multiple levels of learning (core and major) and/or across multiple disciplines, they acquire proficiency in different modes of writing, in writing to different audiences and purposes, and strengthen their communication skills. All of these are essential skills for future graduate studies and professional work. 
IV. How Course Attributes Benefit Students, Faculty, and Academic Programs: Writing Intensive Courses are an important High Impact Practice that the USG has identified for inclusion in Banner. The University of West Georgia aspires for every student to have the opportunity to strengthen their competences as writers across multiple courses and disciplines, beginning in the first year and through the final courses in their major. Writing-intensive courses deepen learning by requiring students to articulate ideas, reason with evidence, and reflect through iterative drafts. Because assignments are tied to disciplinary genres (e.g., lab reports, briefs, field notes), students practice how a field makes knowledge and can transfer those moves to new contexts. Structured cycles of feedback and revision build durable habits of analysis, clarity, and metacognition. Collectively, these practices are linked to higher engagement, persistence, and career-relevant communication skills. The WIC designation also will allow students to identify courses in the schedule of classes in Banweb that include a WIC component. The attributes would also enable faculty to list courses that have received a WIC or other HIPs designations as evidentiary sources in their teaching portfolios associated with student success. Once HIPs attributes are assigned to courses, academic units could also establish program or degree requirements aligned to WICs or other HIPs that meet their specific educational and professional goals. WICs will also support UWG’s commitment to strengthening students’ AI literacy skills in relationship to writing.

[bookmark: WICApplication]V. WIC Application Process: The WIC application process will follow the same process that has been used to approve other HIPs at UWG, including undergraduate research, work-based learning, and service learning. Academic programs and/or faculty will be invited to submit courses to receive the WIC attribute by completing an online application form and submitting a syllabus. A call for applications will be announced and circulated at least annually. Applications will be reviewed by a faculty committee, with recommendations sent to the Undergraduate Programs Committee (UPC) of the Faculty Senate for review and approval. Once that process is completed, approved courses will be submitted to the Office of the Registrar so that the appropriate attribute can be assigned to the course. 

Courses at all instructional levels (core, upper-division / major, and graduate-level) are eligible for the WIC attribute. In addition to receiving the USG WIC attribute (ZWIP), core courses (WIC1) and upper-division courses (WIC2) will receive a secondary institutional attribute to assist UWG in tracking student progression in writing-intensive courses. Graduate courses will receive USG attribute (ZWIP). 
[bookmark: WICCriteria]VI. Criteria for Writing-Intensive Courses: In reviewing courses for the WIC designation, the faculty committee will consider the following criteria. While a course does not have to meet all these criteria to receive the WIC attribute, the committee's recommendation will be based on the overall strength of the course application in relationship to these criteria. NOTE: If a course has multiple sections taught by more than one faculty, the application must be submitted for all sections of the course. Individual sections of a multi-section course cannot be assigned an attribute. 
The following will be included in the attribute course application.
1. Faculty submitting course
2. Department or Program & College
3. Course Prefix, Number, and Title
4. Brief description of the course and rationale for why it qualifies for the WIC attribute.
5. Is this a multi-section course or a course taught by multiple faculty? If so, the attribute, if approved, will be assigned to all sections of the course each time it is taught. 
6. Typically, how often is the course taught (eg.,every semester, once a year, etc.)?
7. Does the course have a learning outcome associated with writing? If so, include it here. 
8. What type of writing is included in the course. Check all that apply:
Writing Process Activities:
· Short Response Papers
· Discussion Boards
· Reflection Assignments and Journals
· Writing Connected to Reading (Writing Responses)

Writing Product Activities: 
· Discipline specific writing tasks such as:
· Policy Analysis 
· Business Plans
· Creative work (fiction, scripts, etc.)
· Pedagogical plans
· Writing for external audiences:
· Writing for the Internet and Social Media
· Professional Communication including writing a Resume, Cover Letter, and Other Professional Applications
· Grant & Proposal Writing
· Advertising copy (pamphlets, promotional materials)
· Writing for Public Audiences (Legislators, Businesses, etc.)
· Research Based Writing & Citations and Bibliographies
· Report or manual writing
· Formal Text-Based Analysis 
· Analysis of Peer-Reviewed Articles, Evidence

· Other Writing Experience or Assignment (please describe)

9. Approximately what percentage of the overall grade in the class includes writing-oriented assignments? 
10. On at least one writing assignment, do students have an opportunity to receive feedback on their writing and revise the assignment?
11. On at least one writing assignment, do students have an opportunity to work on the assignment for a significant period over the course of the semester? 
12. In the course, do students have an opportunity to learn about ethical uses of Artificial Intelligence (AI) as a tool in the writing process rather than an end-content generator?
13. In the course, do students have an opportunity to reflect on what they have learned through writing? 
14. In the course, do students have an opportunity to share their writing with others besides the instructor? 
Appendix I
Identifying Writing-Intensive Courses as a
High Impact Practice for Inclusion in Banner
University System of Georgia
What is a High Impact Practice?
The American Association of Colleges & Universities   has established a set of High Impact Practices that encourage postsecondary institutions to adopt and scale. High Impact Practices are teaching and learning practices that have been widely tested and have been shown to be beneficial for college students from many backgrounds. These practices take many different forms, depending on learner characteristics and on institutional priorities and contexts.1 
Guidelines for Qualifying a Writing-Intensive Course as a High Impact Practice 
The University System of Georgia (USG) institutions should consider the following guidelines as they engage in a review process to identify whether a writing-Intensive course should be categorized as a High Impact Practice in the Banner Student Information System. The guidelines were developed in consultation with USG institution representatives involved in the implementation of writing-Intensive courses.  These guidelines expand upon those articulated by the American Association of Colleges & Universities to provide just-in-time answers for USG institution faculty:  
Characteristics of Writing-Intensive Courses as a High Impact Practice2
· Emphasizes writing at all levels of instruction
· One of several courses across disciplines that are writing-intensive
· Students produce and revise various forms of writing for different audiences in different disciplines
· Performance expectations set at appropriately high levels
· A significant investment of time and effort over an extended period of time.
· Interactions with faculty and peers about substantive matters
· Experiences with diversity, wherein students are exposed to and must contend with people and circumstances that differ from those with which students are familiar
· Feedback is frequent, timely and constructive
· Periodic and structured opportunities for students to reflect on and integrate learning
· Opportunities to discover the relevance of learning through real-world applications
· Public demonstration of competence
Identifying Writing-Intensive Courses for Inclusion in Banner
Institutions have the sole authority to establish a process and criteria for the review of writing-intensive courses to determine if they qualify as a High Impact Practice.  The USG does not make the determination but provides these guidelines to promote system-wide consistency. The institutional process for qualifying courses as High Impact Practices may include a review committee of faculty and teaching staff at the college or academic department level.  Institutions should consider developing a process for faculty to submit courses for review. Review committees can determine the nature of the application process to approve course artifacts that should be included in the review process. Artifacts might include a course syllabus and lesson plan. With the assistance of the Guidelines for Qualifying for a Writing-Intensive course as a High Impact Practice, each institution will develop its own criteria qualifying a course. The final decision for approving a writing-intensive course as a High Impact Practice rests at the institution-level. 
The institution may qualify non-course, non-credit based experiences as High Impact Practices. Campuses have the discretion to identify these experiences in Banner as a non-credit based course option in a manner that is consistent with institutional practice. If non-course, non-credit based experiences are entered into Banner, they must use the High Impact Practice codes included in this document. 
Banner Code Categories
The Banner Codes for qualified Writing-Intensive Courses will include the following categories
Primary Codes: Must have one primary code
	Code
	Description

	ZWIP
	Writing-Intensive course meets institution’s criteria as a High Impact Practice for Writing-Intensive



Required Course Codes: For each course section that meets the following institution criteria 
	Code
	Description 

	ZHIR
	Course meets a High Impact Practice requirement established by institution.



Required Course Code: For each course section that meets institutions High Impact Practices criteria, if applicable
	Code
	Description 

	ZHIL
	Course section is linked to other course sections that collectively defined as a writing-intensive experience for students enrolled in the course section.  



The following scenarios must be met in order to successfully pass the data validations in Banner.
· Each course section must have one primary code. 
· Each course section must include a code to indicate it is a required course by the institution, if applicable. If not, leave blank.
· Each course section must use all required course codes if the course meets the criteria associated with the code.    
· Campuses have the option to develop additional institution-based codes and establish  criteria for using the codes for their Writing-Intensive courses. 
Primary Code: Writing-Intensive course section meets institution’s criteria as a High Impact Practice for Writing-Intensive course
Required Course Code: Course section meets a High Impact Practice requirement established by institution. Courses that meet an institutional requirement that graduates complete a minimum number of courses or non-course-based experiences designated as a High Impact Practice. The requirement, to include the type and number of student experiences, is determined by the institution.  

Required Course Code: For each course section that meets institutions High Impact Practices criteria, if applicable. Course sections that are linked to other course sections that collectively are defined as a writing-intensive experience for students enrolled in the course section. 

The USG may add additional codes, as necessary.

Appendix II
[bookmark: WorkGroup]UWG Writing Intensive Course Workgroup
	Name
	College / School
	Email

	Maria Doyle
	College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences
	mdoyle@westga.edu

	Talia Campese
	College of Education
	tcampese@westga.edu

	Farooq Khan
	Perry College of Mathematics, Computing, and Science
	fkhan@westga.edu

	Jody Bryan
	School of Nursing
	jbryan@westga.edu

	Susan Hall Webb
	Richards College of Business
	swebb@westga.edu

	Amy Mendes
	School of Communication, Film, and Media
	amendes@westga.edu

	Jenna Harte
	University College 
	jharte@westga.edu

	Melanie Jordan
	Director, University Writing Center
	melaniej@westga.edu

	Mandi Campbell
	Director, Institute for Faculty Excellence & Grant Project Coordinator
	acampbel@westga.edu

	David Newton
	Provost’s Office & 
Grant Project Coordinator
	dnewton@westga.edu
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