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Abstract:

The purpose of this activity based presentation is to provide physical educators with innovative activities to enhance student’s skills in the short game of golf including: pitching, chipping, and putting.  Golf is a game played outdoors on some of the most spectacular landscapes all over the world, but this interactive presentation brings three of the most important skills in the game of golf either indoors or to an open field.  Golf is a lifetime activity that promotes social interaction. The enticement often comes from the difficulty of the game itself.  Students of varying ability levels can enjoy and learn from these innovative activities.  
The short game of golf has always been considered a game within a game.  The short game usually consists of more than half of a player’s strokes in a round of golf.  The more a player can be consistent and accurate around the green, the lower their scores will be.  The three components of the short game are pitching, chipping, and putting.  

Pitching is considered an approach shot and is used to elevate the ball over a large area of grass or a hazard that stands between the player and the green.  
· Sample Activity: The Pitch-Up Drill focuses on pitching the ball over a hazard from different distances and with different clubs to the hole.  Balls will be placed at different yardages with different clubs from the hole and students must be able to adjust the length of their backswing using the club provided to land the ball on the green while hitting over a large sand trap made of cones.   
Chipping is an extension of the putting stroke and is used when a player is just off the fringe or intermediate cut and they cannot putt.  
· Sample Activity: The towel-to-towel activity focuses on landing your pitch on one towel, which is located approximately half way between the ball and the hole, and letting the ball roll to the other towel, which is set up in front of the hole.  By giving the student larger targets it helps lessen the margin for error and can increase accuracy by giving the beginning student a larger area to focus on. 

Putting is a skill known as the Great Equalizer because it does not focus on strength or flexibility, but rather a player’s ability to judge speed and slope of the green.  This can create a more equal playing field at times.  
· Sample Activity: The Circle the Cup Drill is great for building accuracy and distance control.  Set six wooden tees approximately one foot around the hole, leaving an opening at the front of the hole.  The object is to putt the ball so it either rolls into the cup or just inside the circle.  By adding the tees you increase the target area and lessen the pressure of the putt.  It also reinforces the principle of two putts or less on each hole by teaching the student how to leave a short second putt if the first is not made.        

A wide variety of activities including the examples above will be provided. Teaching golf to students will become second nature after participating in this presentation. The double bogey will become a word of the past. 
