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Dr. J. Salvador Peralta 
 

1601 Maple Street, Carrollton, GA 30118-2100, 678-839-4993 
 

jperalta@westga.edu

   
EDUCATION    

2006 
 

Ph.D., Political Science, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ    

2003 
 

MA, Political Science, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ    

1999 
 

BA, Political Science (Cum Laude), Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA    

  
ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS    

2014–2017 
 

Chair   
Department of Political Science, University of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA    

  
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS    

2019– 
 

Professor   
Department of Political Science, University of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA    

2013–2019 
 

Associate Professor   
Department of Political Science, University of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA    

2007 – 2013 
 

Assistant Professor    
Department of Political Science, University of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA    

2006 – 2007 
 

Visiting Instructor   
Department of Political Science, University of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA    

  
PUBLICATIONS (Since 2011) 

2023 
 

Heberto Padilla. Selected poems from In Troubled Times. Translated by J. 
Salvador Peralta. Birmingham Poetry Review. 50. Translation. 

   

mailto:jperalta@westga.edu
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2022 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Chapter 14. The Politicization of Social Investment in 
Latin America.” In The World Politics of Social Investment. Julian 
Garritzmann, Silja Häusermann, and Bruno Palier, eds. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. Book chapter. 

   

2022 
 

Anthony Fleming, Paul E. Rutledge, J. Salvador Peralta, and Vanessa 
Woodward Griffin. 2022. "The Gun Stops Here: Firearm Policy and 
Presidential Issue Framing." Midsouth Political Science Review. 22: 71-96. 
Refereed journal article. 

   

2022 
 

Juana de Ibarbourou. "Selected Poems." Translated by J. Salvador Peralta. 
Birmingham Poetry Review. 49. Translation. 

  

 
2019 

 
Maggiano, Corey M., Christine D. White, Richard A. Stern, J. Salvador 
Peralta, and Fred J. Longstaffe. "Focus: Oxygen isotope microanalysis 
across incremental layers of human bone: Exploring archaeological 
reconstruction of short-term mobility and seasonal climate change." Journal of 
Archeological Sciences. 111(105028). Refereed journal article. 

   

2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “¡Aquí mando yo! Presidencia, liderazgo presidencial y 
formulación de políticas públicas en el Perú durante los gobiernos de Alan 
García.” In Centros de Gobierno. América Latina, Estados Unidos, Europa. 
Jorge Lanzaro, ed. Madrid: Editorial Tecnos. Book chapter. 

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, and Gregory Fraser. “An Interview with Claribel Alegría.” 
Birmingham Poetry Review 44. Interview and translation. 

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, and Thiago Pezzuto Pacheco. “We Come In Peace: 
Ideology and Higher Education Policymaking in Latin America.” In The 
Transnational Politics of Higher Education. Meng-Hsuan Chou, Isaac A. 
Kamola, and Tamson Pietsch, eds. London: Routledge. Book chapter. 

   

2016 
 

Fleming, Anthony, Paul Rutledge, Gregory Dixon, and J. Salvador Peralta. 
“When the Smoke Clears: Focusing Events, Issue Definition, Strategic 
Framing, and the Politics of Gun Control.” Social Science Quarterly 97(5): 
1144-1156. DOI: 10.1111/ssqu.12269. Refereed journal article. 

   

2014 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, and Thiago Pezzuto Pacheco. “Resisting Progress: The 
New Left and Higher Education in Latin America.” PS: Political Science and 
Politics 47(3): 620-623. Refereed journal article. 
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2013 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Do Culture and Institutions Matter? Explaining the 
Sources of Cross-National Regime Support.” Politics & Policy 41(4): 479-508. 
Refereed journal article. 

   

2011 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, and G. Richard Larkin. “Counting Those Who Count: The 
Impact of Latino Population Growth on Redistricting in Southern States.” PS: 
Political Science & Politics 44(3): 552-561. Refereed journal article. 

   

  
OTHER PUBLICATIONS    

2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “THE Emerging Economies University Rankings 2018: a 
boon in Trump's bombast.” Times Higher Education: London. May 9, 2018. 
Journalistic article. 

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Latin America University Rankings 2017: an 
unwelcomed advance in Chile.” Times Higher Education: London. July 20, 
2017. Journalistic article. 

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "Privatization of Justice." In Global Crime and Justice. 
David Jenks and John Fuller, eds. New York: Taylor and Francis.  Pp. 296-
297. Opinion article. 

   

2013 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Review of Arturo Escobar's, Encountering Development: 
The Making and Unmaking of the Third World. Administrative Theory & Praxis 
35(3): 466-470. Book review. 

   

  
GRANTS, CONSULTING, AND AWARDS (Since 2011)   
Grants and Consulting 

2024-2025 
 

Dr. Anne Gaquere (PI), Dr. Neema Noori (Co-PI), Dr. J. Salvador Peralta 
(Evaluator). Connecting Atlanta and Uzbekistan. A Unique Global and Civic 
Leadership Development Experience Hosted by the University of West 
Georgia. U.S. State Department/U.S. Mission to Uzbekistan. Awarded 
$184,990.—Rescinded post-award per Secretary of State Rubio.    

2023-2024 
 

Consulting for Democratic Erosion Consortium, American University. 
Awarded $10,000. 

   

2022-2023 
 

Dr. Anne Gaquere (PI), Dr. Neema Noori (Co-PI), Dr. J. Salvador Peralta 
(Evaluator). Connecting Atlanta and Uzbekistan. A Unique Global and Civic 
Leadership Development Experience Hosted by the University of West 
Georgia. U.S. State Department/U.S. Mission to Uzbekistan. Awarded 
$249,913. 
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2022-2023 
 

UWG Office of Study Abroad. Collaborative Online International Learning 
(COIL) Small Grant. Awarded: $500 

   

2021 
 

Co-PI. Asking Difficult Questions about immigration in the West Georgia 
Region: Who is an immigrant? What does it mean to be an American? What 
does it mean to live the American dream? American Council of Learned 
Societies (ACLS). Requested: $166,392. 

   

2018 – 2019 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Student Research Assistant Program (SRAP), University 
of West Georgia. Awarded: $1,450 

   

2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. College of Social Sciences' Summer Initiatives: Faculty 
Research Grant.  Awarded: $5,000 

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta (Principal Investigator), Co-Pis: Kathie Barrett, Tijan 
Drammeh, George Kieh. "Theories of Democratic Change Phase II: Paths 
Away from Authoritarianism". USAID: Institute of International Education. 
Requested: $119,753. 

   

2015 
 

Paul E. Rutledge and J. Salvador Peralta. Small APSA Grant Program, 
“Policy Agendas in Latin America: The Case of Costa Rica.” American 
Political Science Association. Requested $2400. 

   

2014 – 2015 
 

Student Research Assistant Program (SRAP), University of West Georgia. 
Awarded: $1,000 

   

2014 
 

Tom Hunter, Paul Rutledge, and J. Salvador Peralta. Studies of the United 
States Institute on Federal, State, and Local Policymaking (SUSI) Grant. 
Requested $240,000. 

   

2014 
 

Ashley Lewis, J. Salvador Peralta, and Jasmin García. Academic Mentoring 
Initiative to Graduate On-time (AMIGOS). BOR Hispanic – Latino Initiative 
Program Funding Proposal. Requested: $74,526. 

   

2013 – 2015 
 

Enduring Questions Grant Program, National Endowment for the Humanities. 
Awarded: $22,491. 

   

2013 – 2014 
 

Student Research Assistant Program, University of West Georgia. Awarded: 
$2,000 
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Awards 

2016 
 

Outstanding Service Award   
College of Social Science, University of West Georgia    

2012 
 

Outstanding Teaching Award   
College of Social Science, University of West Georgia    

2012 
 

Certificate of Participation in UWG’s Latino Week   
Latino Cultural Society, University of West Georgia    

2011 – 2012 
 

Certificate of Participation in the Multicultural Conversation Series. Office of 
Institutional Diversity, University of West Georgia.    

  
PRESENTATIONS (Since 2013)   
Conference Presentations 

2024 
 

J. Salvador Peralta et al. "Multi-disciplinary perspectives on teaching 'Go 
West Early' students." Prepared for presentation at UWG's 11th Annual 
Innovations in Pedagogy Conference. May 14, 2024. 

   

2024 
 

J. Salvador Peralta et al. "What's our problem? Or How to organize 
meaningful conference experiences for First- and Second-year students." 
Prepared for presentation at UWG's 11th Annual Innovations in Pedagogy 
Conference. May 14, 2024. 

   

2023 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Democratic Erosion in Venezuela.” Paper prepared for 
presentation at The State of Democracy in the World: Progress and 
Challenges Symposium held November 9-11, 2023 at Georgia College & 
State University, Milledgeville, Georgia.    

2021 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “The Politics of Social Investment in Latin America: a 
transition toward social investment?” Paper prepared for presentation at the 
Comparative Agenda's Project Conference (CAP), Aarhus, Denmark. 
September 3-5, 2021. 

   

2019 
 

Anne Gaquere-Parker, J. Salvador Peralta, and Christopher Jett and Janet 
Donohoe. “Honors College Program First Year Seminar.” Poster prepared for 
presentation at the USG Teaching and Learning Conference. Athens, GA.  
April 10, 2019.  
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2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta and Kathie Barrett. "Get ready, set, and go! Are High 
School students ready to move on?" Prepared for presentation at the first 
Interdisciplinary Conference in the Social Sciences to be held at UWG on 
October 4, 2018.  

   

2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "La revolución perdida. Sin memoria no hubo 
revolución." or "The lost revolution. Without memory, there was no 
revolution." Prepared for presentation at Convivio 2018, Postignano, Italy."  
June 17-28, 2018.    

2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “The Politics of Social Investment in Latin America.” 
Paper prepared for presentation at a World Politics of Social Investment 
(WOPSI), Florence, Italy. May 14-15, 2018.  

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Roundtable on Higher Education Meets Neoliberalism: 
International Perspectives on Transformation and Contestation in Global 
Academia. 58th ISA Annual Convention in Baltimore, Maryland. February 
22nd-25th, 2017. 

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “The Politics of Social Investment in Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, and Uruguay.” Paper prepared for presentation at a World Politics 
of Social Investment (WOPSI) LIEPP, Sciences Po, Paris. March 9-11, 2017.  

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Peace without justice: Agenda setting and mythmaking 
in post-war El Salvador.” Prepared for presentation at the International 
Studies Association’s 57th Annual Convention, March 16-19, 2016, Atlanta, 
Georgia. (Presenter and Chair) 

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Who governs . . . the University? Exploring the role of 
political parties, bureaucracies, and interest groups in Latin American Higher 
Education Making.” Prepared for presentation at the XXXIV International 
Congress of the Latin American Studies Association. May 27-30, 2016, New 
York, New York. 

   

2015 
 

J. Salvador Peralta and Thiago Pezzuto Pacheco. “Where is the Higher 
Education Party? Exploring the Role of Political Parties on Latin American 
Higher Education.” Prepared for presentation at the 9th ECPR General 
Conference, August 26-29, 2015, Montreal, Canada. 
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2015 
 

J. Salvador Peralta and Thiago Pezzuto. “Mirror, Mirror On The Wall, Who Is 
The Fairest Of Them All?” University Rankings, Quality of Education, and 
Latin American Higher Education Institutions. Prepared for presentation at the 
International Studies Association’s 56th Annual Convention, February 18-21, 
2015, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

   

2014 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, Sarah Jones, Jason Soucy, and Helene Diamond-Steele. 
"It Takes a Village: How faculty and administrators can collaborate effectively 
to help students succeed." Prepared for presentation at the 7th annual SoTL 
Commons Conference in Savannah, Georgia, March 26-28. 

   

2014 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, Steve Moore, and George R. Larkin. Diversity, 
redistricting, and representation: exploring the impact of demographic change 
and redistricting on minority representation after the 2010 Census. Prepared 
for presentation at the Southern Political Science Association’s Annual 
Meeting in New Orleans, January 9-11. 

   

2013 
 

Neema Noori, and J. Salvador Peralta. “Measuring Academic Freedom.” 
Prepared for presentation at the 2013 Annual Meeting of the Georgia 
Sociological Association in Jekyll Island, Georgia, October 10-12. 

   

2013 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Resisting Progress” Higher Education in Latin America. 
Prepared for presentation at the 7th. ECPR General Conference in Bordeaux, 
France, September 4-7. 

   

  
University and Community Presentations (Since 2013) 

2024 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “What Does Democracy Look Like?” Three lectures 
delivered on August 28th, and September 24th, and October 22th, 2024. The 
League of Women Voters of Carrollton-Carroll County and Neva Lomason 
Memorial Library Adult Services co-sponsored this three-month lecture 
series.     

2023 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "Democratic Erosion in Venezuela." Prepared for 
presentation at the Symposium on "Democracy in the World" Progress and 
Challenges." Organized by the Coverdale Endowment Fellowship at Georgia 
College and State University and held November 9-11, 2023. 

   

2023 
 

Faculty Ethics Bowl. "What is the greatest unanswered question?" Served as 
Judge. November 6, 2023. 
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2023 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "The US and Mexico: Partnership Tested." Presentation 
delivered to the Rotary Club of Carrollton. Sunset Hills Country Club, 
Carrollton. March 7, 2023. 

   

2023 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "Trends in Latin American Politics." Presentation 
delivered at the Annual Floyd Hoskins Great Decisions Series sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters of Carrollton, Carrollton. February 17, 2023. 

   

2022 
 

J. Salvador Peralta and Gregory Fraser. "Why Politics (Sort Of) Matters." 
Prepared for presentation at the Other Night School. Carrollton Center for the 
Arts, November 29, 2022. 

   

2019 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "The US and Mexico: Partnership Tested." Presentation 
delivered at the Annual Floyd Hoskins Great Decisions Series sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters of Carrollton, Carrollton. March 21, 2019. 

   

2019 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “History of Latinos.” This was a panel complementing the 
Immigrants in Georgia Exhibit at Ingram Library, UWG. February 26, 2019. 

   

2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “R we mapping yet? Mapping with R.” This was a 
workshop where I taught faculty, students, and staff from across the 
university to develop high quality maps with the statistical software R. Ingram 
Library, UWG. April 11, 2017. 

   

2018 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "What influence have Latin American writers had on 
American literature?" Presentation delivered at the Lit-Mu Club at Sunset Hills 
Country Club, Carrollton, March 08, 2018. 

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "Carroll County Voter Turnout, Update on 2016 
Elections." Presentation delivered at the State of Community, hosted by the 
College of Social Sciences, February 23, 2017. 

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Latin America’s Political Pendulum” moderated at the 
Floyd Hoskins Great Decision Series, Carrollton, March 23, 2017.    

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “R you updated?” In this workshop, I demonstrated to 
faculty, students, and staff from across the university best practices for 
collaboration with the statistical software R. Ingram Library, UWG. April 11, 
2017. 
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2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "Carroll County Voter Turnout, 2008-2016." Presentation 
delivered for the Carroll County Board of Commissioners. Carroll County 
Historic Court House. April 27, 2017. 

   

2017 
 

Janet Donohoe, Muriel Cormican, Anne Gaquere, J. Salvador Peralta. “I 
Think, therefore I am”: Evaluating the First Year Seminar Experiment. 
Prepared for presentation at the Innovations in Pedagogy (LiP) Conference. 
May 16, 2017. University of West Georgia. 

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “What Does Democracy Look Like?” Four lectures 
delivered on June 26th, July 24th, August 28th, and September 25th, 2017. 
The League of Women Voters of Carrollton-Carroll County and Neva 
Lomason Memorial Library Adult Services co-sponsored this four-month 
series of lectures.  

   

2017 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "Immigrants and the Logic of Democracy." Presentation 
delivered at the U.S. District Court in Newnan as part of a Naturalization 
Ceremony welcoming immigrants from around the world as new U.S. citizens. 
November 17, 2017. 

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. "Carroll County Voter Turnout, 2008-2014." Presented at 
the College of Social Sciences State of Community. February 25.    

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. The U.S. and Cuba. Presentation at the Floyd Hoskins 
Great Decision Series, Carrollton, March 3, 2016.    

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, Kathleen Barrett, and Tijan Drammeh. Lessons from the 
first year of QEP implementation. Prepared for presentation at the 
Innovations in Pedagogy (LiP) conference. May 3, 2016. University of West 
Georgia.    

2016 
 

Janet Donohoe, Muriel Cormican, Anne Gaquere, J. Salvador Peralta. I think 
therefore I am: Introducing first year honor students to intellectual endeavors 
as “Real Life”. Prepared for presentation at the Innovations in Pedagogy (LiP) 
conference. May 3, 2016. University of West Georgia. 

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Voting Patterns in Carroll County. Presentation delivered 
for the Carrollton Civic Woman’s Club. Sunset Hill Country Club, Carrollton, 
June 22, 2016. 

   

2016 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Election 2016 Recap. Presentation delivered at the 
League of Women Voters of Carrollton, Carroll County, November 28, 2016.    
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2015 
 

J. Salvador Peralta, Andrea Stanfield, and Glaucio Scremin. “Fostering 
Intellectual Curiosity in Undergraduate Students.” Good Librations, UWG 
Ingram Library. Friday, March 6, 2015. 

   

2015 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “How safe is your right to vote? Voting rights after Shelby 
v. Holder." League of Women Voters of Carrollton. Monday, March 23, 2015. 

   

2015 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. “Brazil’s Metamorphosis.” Presented at the Floyd 
Hoskins Great Decisions Series, and sponsored by the League of Women 
Voters of Carrollton, Thursday, March 26, 2015. 

   

2014 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Presentation of Fall 2014 QEP Beta Implementation of 
QEP Results. UWG Campus Center. October 22, 2014.    

2014 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Strategies for Implementing QEP. Good Librations, UWG 
Ingram Library. October 24, 2014.    

2014 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Panelist. Developing Research Agendas. UWG - College 
of Education. May 30, 2014.    

2014 
 

J. Salvador Peralta. Panelist. "The Thesis Trap:  How to Help Students Avoid 
Pat Conclusions." Prepared for Presentation at the First Innovations in 
Pedagogy Conference, UWG, April 29, 2014. 

   

2014 
 

Anne C. Barnhart, J. Salvador Peralta, Craig Schroer, Andrea Stanfield, & 
Winston Tripp. "A Social Scientist Walked into the Library: Creating 
Information Literate Students."  Prepared for Presentation at the First 
Innovations in Pedagogy Conference, UWG, April 29, 2014. 

   

2013 
 

Panelist. “Latino Immigration into the South: What’s Distinctive? Department 
of History Fall Roundtable. October 15, 2013.    

  
SERVICE (Since 2011)   
University-wide committees: 

2023-
Present 

 
QEP Champion for University College 

 2024 – 2026 
 

Faculty Senate - DCEPS representative 

 2024 – 2026 
 

Student Research Assistant Program Committee, member 

2017 
 

President's Grade Appeals Committee, chair 

2015 – 2017 
 

Disciplinary Appeals Committee, member 

2017 – 2018 
 

Faculty Senate Committee Teaching, Learning, and Assessment 
subcommittee - COSS representative 
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2016 – 2018 
 

LEAP West! Steering Committee, member 

2015 – 2017 
 

A-Day Campaign Faculty Chair 

2015 – 2017 
 

QEP Implementation Committee, Faculty Representative 

2014-2017 
 

Political Science Regent's Advisory Committee (POLS RAC), UWG 
representative 

2014 
 

Director of Assessment Search Committee, member 

2014 – 2018 
 

Key Performance Indicators Team - member  

2014 
 

UWG Pedagogy Conference Planning Committee 

2013 – 2014 
 

Faculty Promotion and Tenure Committee, Ingram Library, member 

2013 – 2015 
 

Executive Committee, UWG Chapter of the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) 

2012 – 2015 
 

Hispanic Preview Day, presentation to Spanish speaking parents 

2012 – 2013 
 

Presidential Search and Screen Committee, member 

2012 
 

Complete College Georgia – UWG Commission    

  
College-wide committees: 

2020-
Present 

 
University College Promotion & Tenure Committee, member 

2018 
 

COSS Research Conference Organizing Committee, member 

2018 
 

Anthropology Department Third Year Review Committee 

2017 – 2018 
 

Faculty Teaching, Learning, and Assessment Committee, COSS 
Representative 

2017 
 

Promotion and Tenure Committee in Sociology 

2013 – 2014 
 

Chair-Elect, College of Social Sciences Faculty Council 

2011 – 2012 
 

COSS Lecture Series Co-Organizer 

2011 – 2012 
 

Internationalizing the COSS Curriculum Task Force 

2011 – 2012 
 

COSS Faculty Development Committee    

  
Department committees: 

2023-
Present 

 
DCEPS Student Success Committee, member 

2022-
Present 

 
DCEPS Student Success Committee, member 

2020-2022 
 

Chair's Advisory Committee, member 

2018 
 

American Democracy Project Strategic Planning group 

2013 
 

Faculty Promotion and Tenure Committee, member 

2010 – 2013 
 

Janet Clark Endowment Award Committee, member    

  
Student advisement 

2017 – 2019 
 

Faculty Mentor to Political Science Majors 

2016 – 2017 
 

BS in Organizational Leadership Academic Advisor 

2007 – 2017 
 

Academic Advisor to Political Science Majors   
Department of Political Science and Planning, University of West Georgia 
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Participation in Educational Activities 

2015 – 2017 
 

First Year Writing Colloquium, panelist 

2008 – 2012 
 

College of Social Sciences Research Day, Judge    

  
Service to the local community 

2020-2021 
 

Consulting for Carroll County Community Foundation.  

2015-2018 
 

Guest Speaker at WLBB's Community Voice radio show. 

2012 – 2014 
 

Carrollton High School mentor and tutor for ESOL students  

2007 – 2013 
 

Latinos United for Carroll County (LUCC), Volunteer    

  
Service to the profession 

2022-2023 
 

Consulting for the Democratic Erosion Consortium, American University. 

2014-2015 
 

Variety of Democracy V-Dem Costa Rica country expert 

2014 
 

National Endowment for the Humanities evaluator for Enduring Questions 
grant program  

 


