Saturday, June 4th: Schedule at a glance
Time

Event

Location

8:00-9:15 AM

Registration, Breakfast Opening Assembly

EC1

Breakfast Speaker: Barbara Pulliam

9:30-10:15
AM

Session 1
A

Elementary Teacher Implementation of SRSD for writing in an urban
setting
Julie Owens, Debra McKeown & Erin Fitzpatrick

226

Using the iPad and teacher feedback to improve revising: A promising
writing intervention for students
Kathleen Kimball
Strategies Instruction for Writing: A Meta Analysis
Debra McKeown & Steve Graham
B

Writing up your Research for Publication
Robert Morris, Dawn Putney & Robert Voelkel

225

C

Activity Theory & New Teacher Induction: The Role of Theoretical
Framework in Research
Jamie Gabel

227

The Lead Professional: A New Vision of School Improvement Emerges
Paquita Austin Morgan
Grading: Not the way your Aunt Edna experienced it
Matt Townsley
D

10:30-11:15
AM

Fundamentals of Survey research
Mary Alice Varga

Session 2
A

So you want to be a Superintendent?
Panelists:
Mike Duncan, Superintendent-Pike County Schools
Curtis Jones, Superintendent-Bibb County Schools
Jim Smith, Superintendent-Griffin Spaulding County School System
Barbara Pulliam, Retired Superintendent- Greene County Schools

Moderator: Mary Hooper

Page | 1

229

225

B

Using Technology to Support Pedagogy with Partner Schools
Kristen Gilbert, Kristen Raymond, Sandy Robbins, Robert Voelkel & Swift
School partners

201

C

Using Microsoft Sway to Flip your Classroom
Robin Wofford

226

Filtered Identities: A Digitally Active Mid-Adolescent’s Identity
Construction in Social Networking Spaces
Tara Campbell
Bullying and Cyberbullying: Patterns of Victimization and their
Relationship to School Behavior Management and Weapon Carrying
Pamela Davis
A Study of the Intended Purpose of De-escalation and Restraint
Training in Georgia Public Schools Using Mindset Method
Donna Eskut
D

Qualitative research – what happens after data collection?
Jamie Gabel & Barbara Kawulich

11:30-12:45
PM

Lunch & Keynote

1:00 – 2:05
PM

Session 3
Roundtables

227

EC1

Keynote: Steve Dolinger

(switch)
A

Faculty Roundtables

Faculty Roundtables
Exploring Wolfton
Adriana D’Alba

2

Application of geographic information systems (GIS)
Frank Stonier
Changing the Culture and Climate of an Urban Head Start
with Individualized Professional Development on Early
Childhood Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports
Katy Green
School Library Media Specialist Leadership
Melissa Johnston
The occupational socialization of German physical
educators
Anne Merrem
Research Roundtables
Research Roundtables

4
5
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1:35 – 2:05 PM

1

3

B

1:00 – 1:30 PM

EC2

EC3

1
2

3

4

5
6
7

2:15-3:15 PM

Stabilizing the Pyramid
Donna Eskut
Critical Questions in Secondary Schools
Kristen Gilbert, Barb Carroll & Anne Cannon
Adaptations for Practice-Based Professional
Development for Self-regulated Strategy Development in
Writing for Students with Emotional and Behavioral
Disorders
Erin FitzPatrick, Debra McKeown, Julie Owens, Kathleen
Kimball
Overcoming Invisibility: The Lived Experiences HighAchieving African American Males and their Struggle for
a Scholarly Identity
Pamela Davis & Diana Mindrila
Leadership: Perception is the reality
Bipul Singh
Turnaround Principles for Turnaround Principals
Kwame Carr
Crossing the Language Barrier: The Influence of English
Proficiency Levels on English Learner Performance on
Standardized Tests
Elizabeth Webb & Karen Johnston

Session 4
A

Writing up your Research for Publication
Robert Morris, Dawn Putney & Robert Voelkel

225

B

Using a theoretical frame to guide your data analysis in qualitative
research
Lara Willox

226

Principles of Ethical School Improvement with Dr. Hooper.

227

C

Students in Dr. Hooper’s Summer 2016 Session courses should plan to participate in this
session.

Mary Hooper
B

3:30-4:00 PM
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Data Management using SPSS
Diana Mindrila

Evaluation / Door Prizes

205 (Lab)

EC1

Breakfast Opening Assembly
8:00-9:15 AM
EC 1

Barbara Pulliam
Barbara Pulliam retired superintendent from
Green County Georgia in 2014. She received
the Joseph E. Hill Superintendent of the Year
Award in 2010 and the Georgia PTA recognized
her as Superintendent of the Year in 2007. She
has served as a high school teacher, principal
and central office administrator in Michigan
and in the Chicago Public Schools, where she
directed the work with 223 of the city's lowestperforming elementary schools to develop
programs designed to increase student achievement. She became
superintendent of a high performing suburban Minnesota school district in
1997, then became the first woman to serve as superintendent of the Clayton
County school district in metro Atlanta in 2004. Over the years, she has
received millions of dollars in grant money for educational programs which she
used to design programs that would enhance and enrich student achievement
opportunities, including grant dollars totaling $8 million for Greene County
schools. Barbara Pulliam served as a superintendent for seventeen years in
three school districts.
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Time

Session 1

9:30-10:15
AM

Elementary Teacher Implementation of SRSD for writing in an urban setting
Julie Owens, Debra McKeown & Erin Fitzpatrick

Location
Room 226

In this quasi-experimental study, thirty 3rd-5th grade teachers in an urban school district
received professional development for implementing self-regulated strategy development for
persuasive writing. Their 1500 students were tested before and after implementation.
Hierarchical regression analysis was used to determine how student variables and teacher
fidelity impacted student writing outcomes.

Using the iPad and Teacher feedback to improve revising: A promising writing intervention for
students
Kathleen Kimball
This presentation will summarize results from a study that incorporated teacher feedback via an
iPad to help improve revising behavior among students with E/BD. Participants will learn
practical steps for implementing this writing intervention in multiple classroom settings, for
students with and without disabilities.

Strategies Instruction for Writing: A Meta Analysis
Debra McKeown
In this meta-analysis, experimental and quasi-experimental studies utilizing strategies
instruction for writing in grades 1 through 12 were analyzed. A systematic search across eight
databases, an ancestral search, and a search for gray literature was conducted. Sixty-six
Included studies were analyzed and effect sizes for each included were calculated. Results
indicate strategies instruction is consistently effective, but variability in the data need to be
explained.
Room 225
Writing up your Research for Publication
Robert Morris, Dawn Putney & Robert Voelkel
This presentation will be directed by three professors who will analyze a completed
dissertation, demonstrating how an article worthy of publication can be constructed from it.

Room 227
Activity Theory & New Teacher Induction: The Role of Theoretical Framework in Research
Jamie Gabel
What exactly is the role of theoretical framework in research? This presentation will take you
through a dissertation journey in how a theoretical framework was selected and used in a case
study about beginning teacher induction. This journey includes a description of Activity Theory
and its role in the study.
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The Lead Professional: A New Vision of School Improvement Emerges
Paquita Austin Morgan
The new tiered certification structure in Georgia creates a pathway for teachers to serve as lead
professionals. The session will explore a new vision of teacher leaders leading school
improvement efforts which impact teacher retention, professional growth, and student
performance by presenting research which espouses teacher leadership, and practices which
nurture and develop teacher leadership.
Grading: Not the way your Aunt Edna experienced it
Matt Townsley
In the past fifteen years, the purpose of classroom grading has been described as complex and
often incompatible with learning. Allen (2005) points out inconsistent purposes of grades due
to the variability of criteria used from teacher to teacher. To combat this perceived subjectivity,
the practice of standards-based grading (SBG) has gained traction in educational institutions
across the country. This presentation will explore three SBG principles and their classroom
applications.
Fundamentals of Survey research
Mary Alice Varga
This session addresses the fundamentals of Survey Research design. The main purposes for
survey research will be addressed, along with alignment considerations and important aspects
of item/question development.
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Room 229

Time

Session 2

Location

10:3011:15 AM

So you want to be a Superintendent?

Room 225

Panelists:
Mike Duncan, Superintendent- Pike County Schools
Curtis Jones, Superintendent-Bibb County Schools
Jim Smith, Superintendent-Griffin Spaulding County School System
Barbara Pulliam, Retired Superintendent-Greene County Schools
Moderator: Mary Hooper

Room 201
Using Technology to Support Pedagogy with Partner Schools
Kristen Gilbert, Kristen Raymond, Sandy Robbins, Robert Voelkel & Swift School partners
Presenters will share their use of immersive simulation to promote research based practices to
improve schools. Each presenter will describe the targeted practice, provide a brief
demonstration of their use of immersive simulation, and discuss the impact of immersive
simulation to promote professional development. An overview of the process of intentional
instructional design will be shared with participants and then the panel will take questions.
Using Microsoft Sway to Flip your Classroom
Robin Wofford
Research has shown that the Flipped Classroom Model is more than a passing fad. Many
Georgia school districts are now providing Office 365 to their students and staff as a free
resource. Microsoft Sway (a part of Office 365) is the perfect tool for flipping the classroom.
"Using Microsoft Sway to Flip Your Classroom" will not only provide educators with a blueprint
for flipping their content, but it will enable them to do so with minimal resources.
Filtered Identities: A Digitally Active Mid-Adolescent’s Identity Construction in Social
Networking Spaces
Tara Campbell
This 2015 study found that a 14-year-old female used a wealth of digital literacy practices to
present filtered identities across Facebook, Instagram, and Ask.fm. Learn about how her
identify presentation differed across these sites and what the findings mean for educators.
Bullying and Cyberbullying: Patterns of Victimization and their Relationship to School
Behavior Management and Weapon Carrying
Pamela Davis & Diana Mindrila
This presentation will share the results of a study examining the negative psycho-social effects
of cyber and traditional bullying among a national sample of middle and high school students.
The results increase awareness of the consequences of cyber and traditional bullying, including
avoidance behavior, fear, and choosing to carry a weapon. The study also examines how school
behavior management can mitigate the negative consequences of bullying.
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Room 226

A Study of the Intended Purpose of De-escalation and Restraint Training in Georgia Public
Schools Using Mindset Method
Donna Eskut
On July 29, 2010, the Seclusion and Restraint for All Students education policy went into effect.
Methods to train teachers have been established, but how effective are they? This research
presentation will provide information on the effectiveness of one program designed to help
teachers work with difficult students.
Qualitative research – what happens after data collection?
Jamie Gabel & Barbara Kawulich
This session will provide insight into the next steps after data collection. Once you have
completed your interviews, collected your documents, or gathered your data what should you
do now? Tips on organizing data, coding techniques and analyzing will be provided. Dr. Jamie
Gabel just completed a strong qualitative dissertation and will share her insider tips.
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Room 227

Lunch & Keynote
11:30-12:45
EC 1

Steve Dolinger
Steve Dolinger joined the Georgia
Partnership for Excellence in
Education in 2002 as its third
president. He served as the
Superintendent of Schools for
Fulton County for seven years prior
to joining the Partnership. He
served in the Fairfax County, VA
school system for 26 years before
accepting the Fulton position. He
has an Ed.D. from Vanderbilt
University, an M.Ed. from George
Mason University, and B.B.A. from
Wake Forest University. He
currently serves on the Board of
Directors for several organizations:
including
the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Voices
for Georgia's Children, and the
Georgia Leadership Institute for School Improvement. In addition, he has
served on the Education and Health Advisory Council for the Federal Reserve
Bank of Atlanta and has been recognized on Georgia Trend magazine's "100
Most Influential Georgians" 2013 list.
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Time

Session 3: Roundtables

Location

1:00-2:05 PM
Faculty
Roundtables

1:00-1:30 PM & 1:35-2:05 PM

EC 2

Exploring Wolfton
Adriana D’Alba

Table 1

Wolfton is a 3dimensional virtual environment that promotes
collaboration and engagement in online instruction, while providing a
sense of presence for both instructors and students in a safe
environment. In Wolfton people engage in synchronous collaborative
activities such as scavenger hunts, problem solving scenarios, and model
building.

Application of geographic information systems (GIS)
Frank Stonier

Table 2

This round table session will share how geographic information systems
(GIS) can be applied in a variety of educational settings. Examples will
range from classroom use on up to state and national levels. Several past
and current works will be shared as well as future directions and time will
be allotted for questions.
Changing the Culture and Climate of an Urban Head Start with
Individualized Professional Development on Early Childhood Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports.
Katy Green

Table 3

This roundtable presentation will share the process and results from a
two-year research project examining the effects of individualized
professional development on the use of the Early Childhood Positive
Behavior Interventions and Supports model: The Pyramid Model in urban
Head Start classrooms to make positive changes in the school climate.
The process, methods, results, implications, and lessons learned from this
study will be presented.
School Library Media
Specialist Leadership
Melissa Johnston
This presentation is focused on the leadership role of the school library
media specialist in schools. The school profession is an endangered one
and often this is due to the school library media specialist themselves, in
that they are not prepared or do not possess the knowledge or skills they
need to succeed in this complex role. The leadership role of the school
library media specialist contains many facets and I have been able to
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Table 4

explore and learn about many of these through my research, such as:
leading in the integration of technology, leading in developing students’
21st Century literacies (spatial, digital, STEM), and leading through
collaboration and partnerships.

The occupational socialization of German physical educators
Anne Merrem

Table 5

Interactions between the socialization phases and the interactions and
effects of these between the “players” are teased out in this study
presentation. Possibilities for positive change in PE and PETE are
transferable across cultures. They are identified in consideration of the
systemic and cyclical character of socialization processes and agencies.

Research
Roundtables

Stabilizing the Pyramid
Donna Eskut
Response to Intervention (RTI) is established for academics. When
behavior becomes an issue, many professionals don’t know what to do.
This session will highlight the various tiers, provide ideas for Tiers 1 - 3
with research based interventions, and show how to use data to show
student growth with behavior.
Critical Questions in Secondary Schools
Kristen Gilbert, Barb Carroll & Anne Cannon

EC 3
Table 1

Table 2

“Critical Questions in Secondary Schools” is a student centered
educational program designed to promote critical questioning and
discussion. This forum gives students an opportunity to express their
opinions freely on selected topics that were chosen challenge their
thinking and the status quo. Through application of critical thinking and
reasoning skills, students will address real-world situations and present
their supporting arguments in a safe and intellectually rigorous
environment.
Adaptations for Practice-Based Professional Development for Selfregulated Strategy Development in Writing for Students with Emotional
and Behavioral Disorders
Erin FitzPatrick, Debra McKeown, Julie Owens, Kathleen Kimball
Self-regulated strategy development (SRSD), an effective writing
intervention (Graham, McKeown, Kiuhara, & Harris, 2012) for students
with emotional and behavior disorders (E/BD) has been implemented
with fidelity following practice-based professional development (PBPD).
Drawing from prior studies, a qualitative sample, and anecdotal notes, we
offer suggestions for a richer teacher experience and improved student
outcomes.
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Table 3

Overcoming Invisibility: The Lived Experiences High-Achieving African
American Males and their Struggle for a Scholarly Identity
Pamela Davis

Table 4

This presentation gives voice to the experiences of four high-achieving
African American young men who struggled to see their academic
potential and be seen as highly capable individuals. Their experiences
may shed light on how educators can encourage scholarly identity
development, while shedding deficit beliefs that lead to cultural
blindness.

Leadership: Perception is the reality.
Bipul Singh

Table 5

High teacher turnover in schools creates instability and hinders student
achievement. A significant positive correlation is found between
teachers’ perception of their leader and their retention in the same
school. This presentation will explore the relationship between leader
effectiveness, teacher perception and employee engagement via three
different evaluation instruments.
Turnaround Principles for Turnaround Principals
Kwame Carr

Table 6

The toughest part about becoming a principal is not knowing what's
coming. This session outlines protocols that new principals, aspiring
school leaders, grad students, interview candidates, and any principal
may consider in their efforts to establish positive and consistent cultural
norms within their respective schools to optimize student achievement.
These protocols are especially effective in schools that are
underachieving and where a need for structure exists.
Crossing the Language Barrier: The Influence of English Proficiency
Levels on English Learner Performance on Standardized Tests
Elizabeth Webb & Karen Johnston
A regression analysis of the performance of English Learners on CRCT and
EOCT examinations and their level of proficiency in English on the ACCESS
for ELs exam led leaders in Gwinnett County Public Schools to make
important policy changes regarding the promotion and retention of ELs.
This discussion will share findings from that analysis, consider the
implications of this work in the new era of the Milestones assessments
and ESSA, and point out questions that require further research.
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Table 7

Time

Session 4

Location

2:15-3:15 PM

Writing up your Research for Publication
Robert Morris, Dawn Putney & Robert Voelkel

Room 225

This presentation will be directed by three professors who will
analyze a completed dissertation, demonstrating how an article
worthy of publication can be constructed from it.

A.

Common pitfalls and challenges in dissertation completion
Lara Willox

Room 226

Come and talk about your fears or challenges as you work to
complete the program and your dissertation. It will just be an
opportunity to talk and share.

B.

Principles of Ethical School Improvement with Dr. Hooper.
Students in Dr. Hooper’s Summer 2016 Session courses should plan
to participate in this session.
Mary Hooper

Room 227

C.

Data Management using SPSS
Diana Mindrila

Room 205
(Lab)

Once you have collected your quantitative data what should you
do next? Dr. Mindrila will walk you through the steps of data
organizing, cleaning and analysis. This hands on session will be very
helpful!

3:30-4:00PM

Evaluation/ Door Prizes

EC 1

Thank you for joining us for our first annual School Improvement Research
Symposium. If you would like more information about our doctoral program:
www.westga.edu/eddsi
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