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Life in the United States is dramatically different now than it was before the 
arrival of SARS-Cov-2, the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 
Masks are now a common sight, large gatherings have been cancelled or 
rescheduled, and physical distancing is a necessity. We are even more 
reliant on the Internet than we were before, with millions of us working or 
taking classes remotely. As of late October, more than 225,000 Americans 
have died because of the virus, and more than eight million of us have been 
infected by it.

Catastrophic events like the pandemic can prompt us to be more thoughtful 
about the world and our place in it—to ask some of the deepest and most 
important questions that we can ask ourselves: What aspects of our lives are 
the most important? How do our personal rights compare to the greater 
good of society? What are we obligated to do in order to protect the 
well-being of our family, our friends, and even strangers? Philosophical         

questions like these become even more pressing when we are challenged by such terrible and potentially 
life-threatening circumstances. And ethics—the area of philosophy that asks fundamental questions about 
values, including moral values like right and wrong—can help us answer those questions.

Julian Savulescu, Director of the Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics, University of Oxford, was one of 
the first philosophers to write about the ethical questions raised by the pandemic. Writing in the journal 
Bioethics with his Oxford colleagues Ingmar Persson and Dominic Wilkinson, Savulescu applies the ethical 
theory called Utilitarianism to the pandemic. Utilitarianism judges human actions and social policies by the 
overall increase in happiness and well-being that results from them. An action or policy that increases the 
amount of happiness and well-being in the world is morally right, while one that increases the amount of 
misery and suffering in the world is morally wrong. The influential British Utilitarian John Stuart Mill 
(1806–1873) called the idea the Greatest Happiness Principle: “actions are right in proportion as they tend to 
promote happiness, wrong as they tend to produce the reverse of happiness.”

For many of us, this way of thinking is intuitively appealing. What better way to judge an action’s moral 
worth than by the goodness of its effects? But a potentially serious drawback of Utilitarianism is that it makes 
people’s overall well-being a higher priority than individual personal rights. As Savulescu et al. acknowledge, 
“For utilitarianism, well-being is all that matters. Liberty and rights are only important insofar as they secure 
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well-being. Thus a utilitarian approach […] may be prepared to override the right 
to privacy or liberty to protect well-being.” This is one reason they believe that 
“utilitarianism is not a complete answer: one can sacrifice utility for other values.” 
What they seek to explain is only how Utilitarianism can help guide 
decision-making during the pandemic.

One of those issues to which they apply this approach is triage, the process of 
sorting medical patients according to which ones should be treated first and, in 
extreme cases, which ones might have to go without treatment altogether. When 
multiple patients require ventilators to keep them alive, and there are not enough 
ventilators to save the lives of all patients, those patients will have to be triaged. 
Savalescu et al. provide several Utilitarian rules of thumb that can be applied to 
decide who gets sorted into which group. One of those rules is to save the greatest 
number of patients possible. To apply this rule, doctors will have to ask questions 
like these: Which patients have the greater probability of surviving? Saving those 
who are more likely to live will result in a higher number of patients saved overall. 
Which patients will take less time to save? We’ll save more lives if we use scarce 
resources, like a ventilator, to save four people each of whom needs it for one week 
than if we use it to save one person who needs it for four weeks. Which patients 
require fewer resources to save? If one patient can be saved only by a treatment 
that requires three staff, and a second patient can be saved by a treatment that 
requires only one staff, we should save the second patient, freeing up two staff to 
help others.

Another Utilitarian rule is to consider social benefit, the total benefit that results 
from some action, including the good consequences for those who are directly 
affected and for anyone else who is indirectly affected. Following this rule might 
lead to prioritizing some people’s lives over others. For example, saving the life of 
a parent of a dependent child or of someone who is pregnant might have greater 
social benefit than saving the life of someone who has no children, since the parent 
or parent-to-be would go on to take care of their children. Likewise, saving the life 
of a healthcare worker might have greater social benefit than saving the life of an 
accountant, since that health care worker could go on to save other people’s lives 
once she’s recovered.

Another issue to which Savulescu et al. apply a Utilitarian approach is lockdown: 
dramatic efforts to enforce physical distancing, like closing bars, restaurants, and 
stores to slow the transmission of SARS-CoV-2. The decision whether to impose 
lockdown faces an important problem about knowledge. 

On a Utilitarian view, we have to know facts in order to figure out which course of 
action will have the best overall effects and therefore to know which course of 
action is morally right. In particular, we have to know what benefits the policy will 
result in and what harms it will cause. But in some situations—including the 
current pandemic—it can be difficult to figure out what those facts are. A lockdown 
will save lives of people who would otherwise be infected. But it will also have 
negative consequences, including business closures, loss of employment, and 
postponement of medical care that would lead to the diminished health and even 
death for some people. The US government has already spent billions of dollars to 
sustain the economy during a lockdown, and it might spend even more in the 
future. Given all of these facts, how many years of human life will be saved by a 
lockdown, and how much will the government have to pay for each one?                          
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During the Spring 
semester, UWG’s 

chapter of Phi Sigma 
Tau, the national 

philosophy honors 
society, will be inducting 
new members. You are 

eligible to join if you 
have 45 credit hours, 
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SPRING 2021 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

PHIL 2010-03 Introduction to Philosophy                 TBA T/Th 9:30-10:45am
A historically framed introduction to philosophy, high-lighting major developments that have defined Western philosophical inquiry. Fulfills Core Area C2. 
Required for all major tracks and all minors.

PHIL 2010-06 Introduction to Philosophy                 TBA                                      M/W 8-9:15am
Same description as above.

PHIL 2010-91 Introduction to Philosophy                 TBA                    NEWNAN In-Person T/Th 9-10:15am
Same description as above.
 
PHIL 2010-E01 Introduction to Philosophy                                Dr. Walter Riker              100% Online (No Cost)
Are human beings free from the laws of nature that seem to control the behavior of everything else in the universe? If so, how is this possible? What, if anything, 
gives the government a moral right to confiscate your beer if you’re not yet 21? Are we ever morally justified in breaking the law? If knowledge requires certainty, 
can we know very much? Can we know that we are not dreaming now, or that God exists? If we have an all-good, all-knowing, and all-powerful creator, then 
why isn’t our world perfect? Why does bad stuff happen at all? Fulfills Core Area C2. Required for all major tracks and all minors.
 
PHIL 2010-E01 Introduction to Philosophy                            Dr. Walter Riker                 100% Online (No Cost)
Same description as above.
 
PHIL 2010-E03 Introduction to Philosophy                                Dr. Alex Feldman                100% Online
This course provides an introduction to philosophy. We will cover a broad range of topics from many different subfields of philosophy, including ethics, 
metaphysics, epistemology, and political philosophy. Students can expect to read classic texts from the history of philosophy, as well as important contemporary 
contributions. Among others, we will explore the following questions: What is the meaning of life (and death)? What is truly real? What can we know about the 
world and about ourselves? What is the significance of evil? Are we genuinely free? What does an authentic life look like? How should we understand important 
social identities, such as race as gender? Fulfills Core Area C2. Required for all major tracks and all minors.
 
PHIL 2010-E04 Introduction to Philosophy                            Dr. Alex Feldman               100% Online
Same description as above.
 
PHIL 2020-E01 Critical Thinking                                                Dr. John Garner                 100% Online (Low Cost)
This course introduces logic and critical thinking. First, we study the power of Socratic questioning and Aristotelian logic. We discern the differences between 
deductive and non-deductive reasoning, the temptations of argumentative fallacies, and the clear and unclear uses of language. Second, we engage in open, 
critical discussion about ethical and social questions, e.g. about the value of charity, the purpose of a business, the ethics of violence, and/or questions about love, 
marriage, or voting. Third, students present their own research on a topic of their choice relating to the class. Overall, this course helps us understand whether 
we should be persuaded by others’ arguments, by the media, or by our pre-existing beliefs. It helps us to reason better, to be self-questioning, to make better 
arguments, and to evaluate others’ arguments charitably. Fulfills Core Area B1. Required for all major tracks and the Philosophy minor. Counts toward the 
Religion minor.
 
PHIL 2020-E02 Critical Thinking                                                Dr. John Garner                 100% Online (Low Cost)
Same description as above.
 
PHIL 2020-E03 Critical Thinking                                                Dr. Alex Feldman              100% Online
This course aims to help you develop intellectual autonomy, or the ability to think on your own and decide for yourself, in light of appropriate evidence, what 
views you should endorse. The core of the course involves learning to identify, produce, and assess arguments. We will begin by discussing the parts of an 
effective argument and standard techniques for posing objections to arguments. Next, we will look at common mistakes in argumentation (fallacies), as well as 
some of the subtler ways in which cognitive biases and social conditions can serve to thwart effective inquiry. After that, we will examine the specific kinds of 
argumentation you might find in different branches of inquiry (scientific, moral, aesthetic, etc.). Throughout, we will apply what we are learning to 
contemporary social, political, and moral debates. You will write a scaffolded (multi-step) paper on a pressing contemporary issue of your choice. Fulfills Core 
Area B1. Required for all major tracks and the Philosophy minor. Counts toward the Religion minor.
 
PHIL 2020-E04 Critical Thinking                                                Dr. Alex Feldman             100% Online
Same description as above.
 
PHIL 2020-E05 Critical Thinking                                            Geoff  Lundeen           100% Online
An investigation of logical fallacies and patterns of valid reasoning in primarily oral by also written discourse. Required for philosophy or religion majors and 
minors. Fulfills Core Area B-1. Required for all major tracks and the Philosophy minor. Counts toward the Religion minor.
 
PHIL 2020-E06 Critical Thinking                                            Geoff  Lundeen              100% Online
Same description as above.
 
PHIL 2020-E91 Critical Thinking                                            TBA                                 100% Online
Same description as above.

MORE COURSES
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SPRING 2021 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS (continued)
 
PHIL 2030-01 Introduction to Ethics                                      Dr. Robert Lane                  In-Person M/W 9:30-10:45am
Everyone has beliefs about morality, and to some extent we all agree about what actions are right and wrong; for example, we all agree that murder is wrong and 
that helping those less fortunate than us is right. But there are many moral questions about which people disagree: Is abortion immoral? What about the death 
penalty? Is it wrong to spend money on expensive cars and homes when people in other parts of the world are dying from easily preventable diseases? Is it right 
to cause pain to chickens, cows, and other animals on factory farms in order to create affordable food products? This course will enable you critically to evaluate 
your own beliefs about concrete ethical issues like these. We will also consider more theoretical questions, such as: Where does morality come from—God, 
society, or somewhere else? What makes an ethical argument good or bad? What general rules or principles should we live by? No prior experience in 
philosophy is necessary, so if you want to start thinking critically about morality, this course is a great place to begin. Fulfills Core Area C2. Required for all 
Philosophy majors and Philosophy minors. Counts toward the Religion minor.

PHIL 2030-02 Introduction to Ethics                                   Dr. Robert Lane                  In-Person M/W 2-3:15pm
Same description as above.
 
PHIL 2030-03 Introduction to Ethics                                       TBA                                      In-Person T/Th 11am-12:15pm
An introduction to the central concepts in ethics and an exploration of such contemporary ethical issues as abortion, genetic engineering, euthanasia, and 
capital punishment. Required for the major and minor in philosophy. Fulfills Core Area C2. Required for all Philosophy majors and Philosophy minors. Counts 
toward the Religion minor.
 
PHIL 2030-91 Introduction to Ethics                                       TBA                                       NEWNAN In-Person T 6-8:30pm
Same description as above.
 
XIDS 2100 Introduction to Gender Studies                Dr. Rosemary Kellison           100% Online
The Humanities and Fine Arts have a unique and crucial perspective to offer to the study of gender and sexuality in preparing students to think critically, to 
cultivate their imaginations, to understand divergent and contingent viewpoints, and to respect and understand cultural differences. This course introduces 
students to the critical study of gender and sexuality in the Humanities and Fine Arts through the close examination of primary texts in multiple genres and 
media in conjunction with theoretical texts that have developed out of the core disciplines of the Humanities and Fine Arts. Both historical and contemporary 
texts will be discussed, and students will be encouraged to apply their insights to the environments in which they currently live. Students will also be asked to 
make comparisons between cultures and to develop an understanding for the multiple factors influencing ideas and practices related to gender and sexuality, 
including class, race, ethnicity, time, and place. Required for Gender and Sexuality Studies minor. Fulfills Core Area C-2 requirement.
 
PHIL 2130-E01 Introduction to World Religions      TBA                                          100% Online
A comparative study of the beliefs and practices of several world religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. This course not only 
explores the history of these faiths and their early doctrinal and communal development, but their place in today’s world. Required for Religion track majors 
and Religion minors. Fulfills Core Area E-4 requirement.
 
PHIL 3110-E01 18th-19th Century Philosophy                         Dr. John Garner                 100% Online
This course examines philosophy in the modern and late modern context. Topics may include questions about the limits of science, morality, or human hopes; 
the foundation of the state, society, or economy; critiques of religious beliefs and ideologies and replies; arguments on the significance of art, beauty, or 
imagination; or proto-existentialist concerns with freedom, tragedy, or faith. In this edition of the class, aesthetics--i.e. questions of art, beauty, and their links to 
broader philosophical concerns--will be highlighted, with special attention given to figures such as Hamann, Kant, Schiller, Shelling, Hegel, Schopenhauer, 
and/or Nietzsche. Counts toward all majors and minors. Fulfills a history requirement.
 
PHIL 3115-E01 Political Philosophy                                       Dr. Walter Riker                 100% Online (No Cost)
This course will focus on fundamental concepts in political philosophy, such as: authority, liberty, equality, justice, democracy, rights, and the dominant 
post-enlightenment ideologies of liberalism, conservatism, and socialism. Counts toward all majors and minors. Fulfills an area requirement or a Law, Justice, 
and Society track requirement.

PHIL 4130-1DW Feminist Philosophy                      Dr. Rosemary Kellison           100% Online
Feminists argue for the equal dignity of women and against the oppression of women. In this course, we examine how these arguments have been expressed in 
philosophy. We will consider the ways in which philosophers have contributed to the development of feminist thinking and practice, as well as the ways in 
which feminists have critiqued philosophy. We will also consider some of the major debates within feminist philosophy. Students will leave this course with a 
deeper understanding of what is distinctive about feminist philosophy as well as how this tradition has developed and differentiated over time. Counts toward all 
majors and minors. Fulfills an area requirement or a Law, Justice, and Society track requirement.
 
PHIL 4150-01W Analytic Philosophy                                  Dr. Robert Lane                  In-Person M/W 11am-12:15pm
This course is a philosophical examination of linguistic meaning. It will address questions like the following: How do words get their meaning? Are their 
different kinds of linguistic meaning? Are some seemingly meaningful claims actually meaningless? And what do the answers to those questions imply about 
existence and reality? We will consider all of those questions within the context of an historical overview of Analytic Philosophy, the most widespread and 
influential movement among Anglo-American philosophers during the 20th century. We will explore some of the most important contributions to metaphysics 
and the philosophy of language made by figures such as Gottlob Frege, Bertrand Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, A. J. Ayer, and W. V. O. Quine. Counts toward 
the philosophy major and the philosophy minor. Fulfills an area or history requirement.
 
PHIL 4220-01W Hermeneutics                              Dr. Janet Donohoe In-Person M/W 12:30-1:45pm
Hermeneutics is the philosophical discipline investigating the process of textual interpretation. How do we know how to interpret what we read? Is the 
meaning of a text what the author intended? How would we know what an author intended? Should we understand a text within a historical context? This 
course addresses the development of the hermeneutic tradition through the primary texts of such influential philosophers as Friedrich Schleiermacher, Martin 
Heidegger, Hans-Georg Gadamer, and Paul Ricoeur. It explores the application of hermeneutic theory in such areas as law, religion, literature, and everyday life. 
Counts toward all majors and minors. Fulfills an area requirement.
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~  IS NEARLY HERE  ~
Remember, if you are a philosophy major, you are required to meet with your advisor 
before you will be able to register for classes next spring. You may have already heard 
from your advisor, but if you haven’t, you may want to email to see if you can sign up for a 
time for advising. The registration schedule is listed below, so be sure to meet with your 
advisor before your time to register.

Spring 2021 Registration Dates for CURRENTLY* enrolled students:
● Current Seniors & all Graduate level students – November 9
● Current Juniors Social Security# ending in 00-49 – November 10
● Current Juniors Social Security# ending in 50-99 – November 11
● Current Sophomores Social Security# ending 00-49 – November 12
● Current Sophomores Social Security# ending 50-99 – November 13
● Current Freshmen Social Security# ending 50-99 – November 16
● Current Freshmen Social Security# ending 00-49 – November 17

*Currently enrolled student are those taking courses in the current term. Open registration begins 
November 23, 2020. (Students that are active but not currently enrolled, are currently serving a one term 
suspension, are readmitted, or are admitted as a transient—must wait until Open Registration to register.)

The Lantern

IMPORTANT!
See your advisor before your 

assigned date to register, and your 

advisor or department will remove 

your advisement hold.

INTERESTED IN 
PHILOSOPHY?
Join the WGPS!

West Georgia Philosophical 
Society is a student 

organization open to UWG 
students of any major who 

want to get together to 
discuss philosophy in an 

informal and friendly 
setting. Currently, the 

group meets every other 
Thursday at 7:30pm in 

TLC 1303. For more 
information, email 

president Josh Dye 
(jdye2@my.westga.edu)

West Georgia 
Philosophical 

Society

(continued from page 2)

Another Utilitarian consideration is that failing to implement an intervention like lockdown can be just as bad as 
implementing a bad intervention. Utilitarians reject the Doctrine of Doing and Allowing, which is the idea that it is 
always morally worse to cause harm than it is to allow that same harm to happen. That Doctrine implies that it is 
morally worse to kill someone than to allow that person to die when you could intervene and keep them alive. 
Savulescu et al. believe that the failure to implement some life-saving social policy, such as a lockdown or a mask 
mandate, is just as morally wrong as implementing a policy that directly causes the same number of deaths: 
“utilitarians hold policy makers responsible not only for what they do, but for what they fail to do. Failing to 
implement other policies, with the result of avoidable, foreseeable deaths is equivalent to killing for utilitarians.”

No one philosophical theory can answer every deep human question, but the more philosophy you understand, the 
better equipped you will be to answer those questions for yourself … and, just as importantly, the better equipped 
you will be to know what questions to ask. To learn about your options for studying philosophy at UWG, see the 
2021 spring course listing in this issue of The Lantern, and visit https://www.westga.edu/philosophy for 
information about the Philosophy Major (including the Religion track and the Law, Justice, and Society track), the 
Philosophy Minor, and the Religion Minor.

*Sources: Johns Hopkins University Coronavirus Resource Center (https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html); J.S. Mill, Utilitarianism; J. 
Savulesu, Ingmar Persson, and Dominic Wilkson, “Utilitarianism and the Pandemic,” Bioethics 34, 2020.
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Upcoming Events
 

❏ The annual Meeting of the Minds event, involving theatrical 
dialogue between famous philosophers, will be developed 
and performed in Spring 2021. Interested students should 
contact Dr. Donohoe at jdonohoe@westga.edu.

❏ Keep on the lookout for announcements about possible 
Spring 2021 High School Ethics Bowl opportunities. For the 
latest info, contact Dr. Riker at wriker@westga.edu.

Recent News

❏ In October 2020, Philosophy major Brant Entrekin was awarded Best Paper at the Georgia Undergraduate 
Research Conference for his work, “Autonomy and Risk: A Defense of the Nozick Principles.” Also presenting 
papers were philosophy majors Joshua Dye, Nathan Garner, and Emily Tillman. Good job Brant and everyone!

❏ In Fall 2020, several Philosophy Program majors and minors were named to the list of 2020-21 Ingram Scholars, 
placing them among the top 2% of students at UWG (3.75+ GPA with 29+ earned hours). Philosophy majors 
included: Benjamin Dewberry, Brant Entrekin, Casey Hart, Avery Stanley, Emily Tillman, Alan Valdes, and Sandy 
Wilson. Philosophy or Religion minors included: Dominic Grimaldi, Logan Johnston, Carolina Ramirez, Sabrina 
Skinner, Adreana Swanson, Jedidiah Turner, Rodney Wolfe, and Hannah Williams. Congratulations everyone!

❏ In Fall 2020, the Philosophy Program implemented curriculum developments, including the addition of two 
permanent courses: PHIL 3105 Medieval to Early Modern Philosophy and PHIL 3180 Moral Theories. Program 
faculty are also teaching new interdisciplinary courses this year, including Dr. Feldman’s XIDS 2300 Philosophy of 
Race and Racism and Dr. Kellison’s XIDS 2100 Intro to Gender Studies (coming in Spring 2021).

❏ In July 2020, in accordance with the large-scale re-organization of several UWG Colleges, the Philosophy Program 
joined the Art and History Programs to form the Department of Art, History, and Philosophy. Dr. Kevin Shunn (Art) 
serves as the Chair of the Department, while Dr. Rosemary Kellison (Philosophy) serves as the Program 
Coordinator for the Philosophy Program. We have a new home but the same commitment to thinking!

❏ In April 2020, several students were digitally recognized by philosophy faculty for the annual Philosophy Program 
Awards, including: Nathan Azarowicz (Gordon Watson Award); Brian Steward (Burdett and Shirley Wantland 
Scholarship); Trinity Rothwell (Service Award); Brant Entrekin and Emily Tillman (Co-Best New Major); Stephanie 
Okpala (Best Philosophy Minor). Congratulations to everyone, once again!

❏ In 2019-2020, all the UWG Philosophy faculty were busy doing research. Some of their recent work includes: 
● Dr. Lane published a new article: “Truth as Representation, not Will: How Peirce’s Modest Correspondence Theory 

Can Complement Haack’s Innocent Realism,” Cosmos + Taxis 8 (4+5), 2020 [online at 
https://cosmosandtaxis.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/ct_vol8_iss_4_5_lane.pdf]. Also, an online symposium on his 
recent book, Peirce on Realism and Idealism (Cambridge University Press, 2018), is planned for early 2021.

● Dr. Garner published a new article: “Creative Discovery: Proclus and Plato on the Emergence of Scientific Precision,” 
Epoché: A Journal for the History of Philosophy 24 (2). He also translated and wrote a Foreword to the book: Cornelius 
Castoriadis, Democracy and Relativism: A Debate (Rowman & Littlefield, 2019). 

Undergraduate Journals

Aporia: An Undergraduate Journal of Philosophy
Published by: Brigham Young University
Submission Guidelines: 3000-5000 words.
Submission Deadline: Oct. 2020 or Jan. 2021

APriori: The Brown Journal of Philosophy
Published by: Brown University
Submission Guidelines: Up to 20 pages.
Submission Deadline: Jan. 5, 2021

More: https://unl.libguides.com/c.php?g=51642&p=333917

Undergraduate Conferences

National Conference on Undergraduate Research
Venue: Virtual Conference
Conference Date: April 12-14, 2021
Submission Deadline: Dec. 1, 2020

Southeast Philosophy Congress
Venue: Clayton State University, GA
Conference Date: February 2021
Submission Deadline: Jan. 31, 2021

UWG Scholars’ Day Research Conference
Venue: TBA
Conference Date: Spring 2021
Submission Deadline: TBA

PHILOSOPHY
PROGRAM
NEWS

*These are just a few of the many research opportunities. Be 
sure to see your professors for guidance and more suggestions! 
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