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IN the spring of 2022, the Philosophy Program reached out to two of its former majors who have since found 
success and purpose in careers outside of the academic study of philosophy. We asked them if they had any 
thoughts about the value of philosophical studies for their lives and work. We did not necessarily expect more 
than a few words of response, but Jessie Holloman and Connor Pierce, both of whom have entered the 
Clinical Mental Health field, offered substantive thoughts on how philosophy has impacted their trajectories.

Jessie Holloman, who pursued a master's degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling after her Philosophy 
BA degree in 2015, focused on the ways philosophy helps us think about the ultimate goals we
pursue. She says:
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When discussing why one should study Philosophy even if they plan to 
pursue different professional ventures, professors of the discipline will often 
say that it is a “general degree” and has value in virtually any field. As a UWG 
Philosophy alum, I can attest that they are correct. Philosophy makes you a 
better communicator, requires you to be open to engaging with views that are 
foreign and other than your own, and (let’s be honest) demands a level of 
patience that only rigorous study of dense material can foster. 

One might still ask the question “why study Philosophy?” To that I respond, 
why study or do anything? Really – why study biology or astronomy or 
business or education or art or anything else? In my view, any and everything 
that we do shares a common goal: to gain insight that allows us to live better 
lives. That goal is fundamentally philosophical. Wanting to live a “better” life 
necessarily presupposes an opinion on what a “good” life is, making everything 
we do an existential venture.

The skills gained during my philosophical pursuits have proven themselves 
invaluable in my studies of Clinical Mental Health Counseling. In attempting to 
assist clients in achieving greater life satisfaction, it is imperative that I 
understand different conceptions of “The Good” and how those ideas factor 
into the lives of individuals.

In addition, studying Philosophy endowed me with a willingness to engage 
with difficult topics and dissect the nuances of experiences that at first appear 
to be indistinguishable. It has also given me a certain level of comfort when 
confronting issues where neither the answers nor even the questions are simple 

                (continued on next page)



or final. In my experience, when working with people one has to be willing to live in 
ambiguity, understand that the job will never be complete, and persevere nonetheless – all of 
which are primordial to Philosophical pursuits.

By engaging with Western thought, I have gained a better understanding of our society and 
how it functions. Studying the works of Eastern thinkers has helped me build skills in 
understanding how we are all connected. When combined, the two work in unison and serve as 
the ever-evolving groundwork from which I can better understand humanity and my role in it, 
both as a human being and as a clinician.

Great devotion to both Eastern and Western thought has left with me the distinct insight that 
helping others is how I lead a better life. It is valuable in all respects. It is for the betterment of 
those with whom I engage, improves the conditions of my existence that is interconnected with 
others, and advances me on a more fundamental level. 

So, “why study Philosophy?” – well, because you are already living it.

It is worth noting that Holloman not only has pursued her counseling route but also is 
still active in philosophy. Indeed, this fall she will be teaching two philosophy courses 
at UWG Newnan, Introduction to Philosophy and Critical Thinking (see pages 3-4). 

Connor Pierce, who is now likewise pursuing a Clinical Mental Health graduate 
degree at UWG after receiving his Philosophy BA in 2017, focuses his comments 
specifically on how philosophy helps us become intellectually honest and humble:

I received my Bachelor’s in Philosophy from UWG, and like many college graduates, I 
found myself asking, “What am I going to do now?”—Even more specifically for Philosophy 
students, maybe: “How will Aristotle’s idea of temperance benefit me moving forward?” for 
example. 

Lo-and-behold, I have yet to get hired somewhere because of my understanding of 
Aristotle’s temperance, but the journey of understanding other thinker’s views, ideas, and 
teachings has allowed me to navigate the world differently—more intentionally—which has 
yielded a more rounded, holistic interaction with myself and my surroundings. The irony of 
Philosophy is it never made me feel “smarter,” it made me realize how much more there is to 
explore, investigate, and question. I’ve grown to believe that the moment we stop questioning 
“all the things” is the very moment we set our existence to “autopilot.”

Once I started juggling the idea of becoming a therapist, I remember having the thought 
(“fear,” may be more accurately) that I might be a little behind my future classmates—a lot of 
whom were Psychology undergraduates—with theories, ideas, concepts, etc. I had a basic 
understanding of some Psychology, but my studies were always more geared towards the 
pleasure of asking the question: “Why?” I learned quickly Philosophy asks more questions 
than it seems to answer, and as it turns out, curiosity, and the acceptance of not having all the 
answers, assists me every single day practicing therapy. Learning to “love the question” has 
curated more fulfilling, more relatable, and more texturized attempts at understanding my 
client’s human experiences. A lot of what I do while in session is very much 
Phenomenological: An examination into the lived, embodied, deeply personal experience of 
the person sitting across from me in an effort to make sense of it, connect dots otherwise hard 
to see, process emotions, recognize patterns, challenge belief systems, and learn how to permit 
ourselves to be human in a world that seemingly demands we box ourselves into one category 
or another. To be clear, my therapy sessions are not Philosophy lectures, but, having been a 
student of so many ways of thinking has allowed me the privilege of being more 
therapeutically present, open, and understanding with people who ostensibly have nothing in 
common with me. That alone has been a pure joy.                                 (continued on page 6)

Philosophy 
Honors Society

During the Spring 
semester, UWG’s 

chapter of Phi Sigma 
Tau, the national 
philosophy honors 

society, will be 
inducting new members. 
You are eligible to join if 

you have 45 credit 
hours, have taken at 
least two philosophy 
courses, have a 3.0 

overall GPA and over a 
3.0 (B average) in your 

philosophy courses. 
Members of this group 
meet a few times per 

semester to talk about 
careers and how to 

translate your 
philosophy skills to 
potential employers; 

applying for graduate 
school and law school; 

enrichment 
opportunities like 

internships and study 
abroad; and how to 

present and publish your 
philosophy papers. 

Please email the faculty 
advisor, Dr. Riker, at 

wriker@westga.edu for 
more info if you are 
interested in joining.
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S U M M E R  2 0 2 1  C O U R S E  D E S C R I P T I O N S  
Session I (May 12–27): PHIL 2030-E01 Introduction to Ethics | Dr. Robert Lane | 100% Online | Core C2 
Everyone has beliefs about morality, and to some extent we all agree about what actions are right and wrong; for example, we all agree that murder is wrong 
and that helping those less fortunate than us is right. But there are many moral questions about which people disagree: Is abortion immoral? What about the 
death penalty? Is it wrong to spend money on expensive cars and homes when people in other parts of the world are dying from easily preventable diseases? Is 
it right to cause pain to chickens, cows, and other animals on factory farms in order to create affordable food products? This course will enable you critically to 
evaluate your own beliefs about concrete ethical issues like these. We will also consider more theoretical questions, such as: Where does morality come from—
God, society, or somewhere else? What makes an ethical argument good or bad? What general rules or principles should we live by? No prior experience in 
philosophy is necessary, so if you want to start thinking critically about morality, this course is a great place to begin. Required for all philosophy majors and minors. 
Required for the certificate in ethics. Option for the religion minor. 
 

Session III (May 31-June 24): PHIL 2020-E01 Critical Thinking | Dr. Walter Riker | 100% Online, NO COST | Core B1 
We’re going to learn critical thinking by arguing about animals. Is it morally ok to eat them? To hunt them for sport? Is it morally ok to keep them in zoos or 
as pets? Should some animals be considered “persons”? Do major religions, such as Christianity, Islam, or Judaism, hold that we have obligations to nature 
and/or animals? Do we have obligations to future generations of people and animals, beings that do not yet exist? Are we doing too many animal medical 
experiments, or not enough? Should we do non-medical experiments at all? We will study arguments that respond to these and related questions. Students will 
learn to recognize, evaluate, and construct several types of arguments, including deductive, causal inductive, and analogical . Since this course satisfies the Core 
B oral communication requirement, students will be required to create and post a video presentation for the class. Required for all philosophy majors and minors. 
Option for the religion minor. 
 

Session III (May 31-June 24): PHIL 2030-E02 Introduction to Ethics | Dr. Rosemary Kellison | 100% Online, LOW COST | Core C2  
This course serves as an introduction to ethics: philosophical thinking about the question of how humans ought to live. In this course we will engage with 
ethics on several different levels. We will think about practical moral problems, such as abortion, capital punishment, animal rights, poverty, and reparations. 
To enable critical examination of our own and others’ positions on such moral problems, we will explore various theoretical approaches to ethics, learning the 
different ways in which individuals and communities justify their moral arguments. Finally, we will consider broader, more theoretical questions regarding the 
nature and origin of morality itself. Required for all philosophy majors and minors. Required for the certificate in ethics. Option for the religion minor. 
 

Session III (May 31-June 24): PHIL 2130-E01 Introduction to World Religions | Dr. Rosemary Kellison | 100% Online, NO COST | Core E4 
This course revolves around two central questions: how has the world shaped religion(s), and how have religions shaped the world? As we move through an 
introductory survey of some of the world’s major religious traditions, including indigenous religious traditions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam, and selected new religious movements, we will pay special attention to the ways in which these traditions have been shaped by historical, political, and 
geographical changes in the world—and will also consider how these traditions and their communities have influenced these changes. Over the course of the 
semester, we will seek to better understand both the significance and relevance of religion in world history and some of the important philosophical questions 
addressed within religious communities as well as by those who study them. Counts toward the religion minor and philosophy major religion track. 
 

Session IV (June 28-July 22): PHIL 2010-E01 Introduction to Philosophy | Dr. John Dyck | 100% Online | Core C2 
We’ll explore the basics of philosophy by looking at how some big questions: personal identity (what makes you the person that you are?), ethics (how should 
you treat others?), friendship (what is good friendship based on? How is it related to love?), how to have a meaningful life, and art (why do we find horror 
movies so fascinating or repulsive?). You will learn how people have answered these questions throughout history. You will also learn to articulate problems 
clearly, how to evaluate answers to these problems, and how to articulate an answer of your own. Required for all majors and minors. 
 

Session IV (June 28-July 22): PHIL 2020-E02 Critical Thinking | Dr. John Dyck | 100% Online | Core B1 
We will examine how to identify and evaluate many forms of argumentation, through applying both formal and informal methods. We'll hone critical thinking 
skills by examining various ethical questions. Required for all philosophy majors and minors. Option for the religion minor. 
 

F A L L  2 0 2 1  C O U R S E  D E S C R I P T I O N S  
S E S S I O N  I I - O N L Y  C O U R S E S  ( O C T O B E R  3 - D E C E M B E R  9 )  

 

PHIL 2020-E01 Critical Thinking | Dr. John Garner | 100% Online, NO COST | Core B1 
This course introduces logic and critical thinking. First, we study the power of Socratic questioning and Aristotelian logic. We discern the differences between 
deductive and non-deductive reasoning, the temptations of argumentative fallacies, and the clear and unclear uses of language. Second, we engage in open, 
critical discussion about ethical and social questions, e.g. about the value of charity, the purpose of a business, the ethics of violence, and/or questions about 
love, marriage, or voting. Third, students present their own research on a topic of their choice relating to the class. Overall, this course helps us evaluate 
critically and charitably our own—and others’—beliefs and ways of reasoning. Required for all philosophy majors and minors. Option for the religion minor. 
 

PHIL 2020-E02 Critical Thinking | Dr. John Garner | 100% Online, NO COST | Core B1 
Same description as above. 
 

F U L L  F A L L  T E R M  C O U R S E S  ( A U G U S T  1 0 - D E C E M B E R  9 )  
 

PHIL 2010-01 Introduction to Philosophy | Dr. John Dyck | MW 9:30-10:45, In Person | Core C2 
We’ll explore the basics of philosophy by looking at how some big questions: personal identity (what makes you the person that you are?), ethics (how should 
you treat others?), friendship (what is good friendship based on? How is it related to love?), how to have a meaningful life, and art (why do we find horror 
movies so fascinating or repulsive?). You will learn how people have answered these questions throughout history. You will also learn to articulate problems 
clearly, how to evaluate answers to these problems, and how to articulate an answer of your own. Required for all majors and minors. 
 

PHIL 2010-02 Introduction to Philosophy | Dr. John Dyck | MW 12:30-1:45, In Person | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2010-03 Introduction to Philosophy | Dr. Walter Riker | TR 9:30-10:45, In Person, NO COST | Core C2 
Is human behavior determined by the laws of nature that seem to cause the behavior of everything else in the universe? If not, how is this possible? If 
knowledge requires certainty, can we know very much? Can we know that we are not dreaming now, or know that God exists? If we have an all-good, all-
knowing, and all-powerful creator, then why isn’t our world perfect? Why does bad stuff happen at all? What, if anything, gives the government a moral right 
to confiscate your beer if you’re not yet 21? When, if ever, are we morally justified in breaking the law? Required for all majors and minors. 
 

PHIL 2010-04 Introduction to Philosophy | Dr. Walter Riker | TR 2-3:15, In Person, NO COST | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2010-91 Introduction to Philosophy | Jessie Holloman | NEWNAN, TR 9-10:15, In Person | Core C2 
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A historically framed introduction to philosophy, highlighting major developments that have defined Western philosophical inquiry. Required for all majors and 
minors. 
 

PHIL 2010-E01 Introduction to Philosophy | Matthew Watts | 100% Online | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2010-E02 Introduction to Philosophy | Matthew Watts | 100% Online | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2010-E03 Introduction to Philosophy | Professor TBA | 100% Online | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2020-01 Critical Thinking | Dr. John Dyck | MW 2-3:15, In Person | Core B1 
We will examine how to identify and evaluate many forms of argumentation, through applying both formal and informal methods. We'll hone critical thinking 
skills by examining various ethical questions. Required for all philosophy majors and minors. Option for the religion minor. 
 

PHIL 2020-02 Critical Thinking | Geoffrey Lundeen | TR 11-12:15, In Person | Core B1 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2020-03 Critical Thinking | Geoffrey Lundeen | TR 12:30-1:45, In Person | Core B1 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2020-91 Critical Thinking | Jessie Holloman | NEWNAN, TR 10:30-11:45, In Person | Core B1 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2020-E03 Critical Thinking | Professor TBA | 100% Online | Core B1 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2020-E04 Critical Thinking | Professor TBA | 100% Online | Core B1 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2030-91 Introduction to Ethics | Professor TBA | NEWNAN, T 5:30-8, In Person | Core C2 
An introduction to the central concepts in ethics and an exploration of such contemporary ethical issues as abortion, genetic engineering, euthanasia, and 
capital punishment. Required for all philosophy majors and minors. Required for the certificate in ethics. Option for the religion minor. 
 

PHIL 2030-E01 Introduction to Ethics | Jeffrey Pannekoek | 100% Online | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2030-E02 Introduction to Ethics | Jeffrey Pannekoek| 100% Online | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2030-E03 Introduction to Ethics | Professor TBA | 100% Online | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2030-E04 Introduction to Ethics | Professor TBA | 100% Online | Core C2 
Same description as above. 
 

PHIL 2130-E01 Introduction to World Religions | Professor TBA | 100% Online | Core E4 
A comparative study of the beliefs and practices of several world religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. This course not only 
explores the history of these faiths and their early doctrinal and communal development, but their place in today’s world. Counts for the religion minor and 
philosophy major religion track. 
 

PHIL 2130-E02 Introduction to World Religions | Professor TBA | 100% Online | Core E4 
Same description as above. 
 
  *************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

PHIL 3300-01W* Biomedical Ethics | Dr. Robert Lane | TR 9:30–10:45, In Person | Pre-req. ENGL 1101 
This course examines ethical and philosophical issues that arise in the context of medicine and bioresearch. Many ethical issues arise in health care contexts, 
including abortion, death, euthanasia, assisted reproduction, and experimentation with human and animal subjects. This course introduces students to a 
selection of such issues and helps them to develop and articulate their own rational, informed views about them. Counts toward the philosophy major and minor. 
Option for the certificate in ethics. 

 

PHIL 4110-01 Philosophy of Law | Dr. Walter Riker | TR 11-12:15, In Person, NO COST | Pre-req. PHIL 2010, 2020, or 2030 
This course will examine issues in several areas, including: Interpreting law; the law’s (supposed) normative force; civil disobedience; the rule of law; liberty 
limiting principles (harm, morality, offense, paternalism); lying by police; and property. Counts toward the philosophy major and minor. Counts toward the philosophy 
major and minor. Option for the certificate in ethics. 
 

PHIL 4120-01 Professional Ethics | Dr. John Dyck | MW 11-12:15, In Person | Pre-req. PHIL 2010, 2020, or 2030 
Our professions, our jobs, form a core part of our identities. Sometimes, if we are lucky, we get a job that gives our lives meaning. But work always shapes our 
lives: our goals, communities, and free time. In this class, we will focus on three issues. First, we will discuss ethical action in professional contexts: What we 
owe to each other as employers, workers, producers, and consumers? Are the standards for ethical action different in a professional context? Second, we will 
think about what work is, why it is valuable, and how we ought to treat it in order to live a flourishing life. Work can be the most satisfying part of our lives, or 
the bane of our existence. We will examine arguments people have given for the importance of work and arguments about what makes life meaningful. Finally, 
we will see how financial markets affect our societies and lives. Counts toward the philosophy major and minor. Option for the certificate in ethics. 
 

PHIL 4300-01W* Senior Seminar | Dr. Janet Donohoe | MW 12:30-1:45, In Person | Notice: Any student planning to graduate with a philosophy 
degree in FA 2022, SP 2023, or SU 2023 must enroll in this course, since the class will not be offered again until Fall 2023.  
This semester’s topic is environmental philosophy. We will be discussing philosophical approaches to the environment and such issues as the importance of 
place, environmental justice, our embodied relation to environment, loss of place, ecofeminism, and ecophenomenology.  
 

PHIL 4385-01W* Special Topics: Truth and Reality | Dr. Robert Lane | TR 12:30-1:45, In Person | Pre-req. PHIL 2010, 2020, or 2030 
This course will examine recent philosophical approaches to truth and reality and the related concepts of post-truth and social construction. We will begin by 
examining the meaning of “real” and related terms, as well as various theories of truth and different ways of thinking about its connection with reality. After 
that, we will turn to Susan Haack’s innocent realism and examine how it is related to her views on truth and fiction. After considering some challenges to 
realism, we will address the topic of social construction in order to understand how it is related to reality and to consider whether, and if so in what ways, race 
and gender are social constructions. Counts toward the philosophy major and minor. May be taken to fulfill the philosophy major Area A requirement. 

*Courses marked “W” count toward 

the requirement for all majors to take 

two Discipline Specific Writing courses. 



You may have already heard from your advisor, but if you haven’t, please 
email to see if you can sign up for a time for advising. The registration 
schedule is listed below, so be sure to meet with your advisor before your 
time to register.

Summer/Fall 2022 Registration:
● Current Seniors & all Grad students – April 4
● Current Juniors – April 5
● Current Sophomores – April 6
● Current Freshmen – April 7
● Open Registration (for unenrolled) – April 11
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IMPORTANT!
See your advisor before your 
assigned date to register, and 
your advisor or department 

will remove your advisement 
hold.

INTERESTED IN 
PHILOSOPHY?

Join WGPS!

West Georgia 
Philosophical Society is a 

student organization 
open to UWG students of 

any major who want to 
get together to discuss 

philosophy in an informal 
and friendly setting. 
Currently, the group 

meets every other 
Thursday at 7:30pm in 

TLC 1303. For more 
information, email 

president Sandy Wilson, 
swilso32@my.westga.edu

West Georgia 
Philosophical 

Society
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LOOKING FOR A 
RELIGION COURSE?

There are LOTS of options for you!

Courses marked with a * count toward the Religion minor. Please contact a 
Philosophy faculty member to discuss the possibility of substituting any of these 
other courses as part of your Religion minor.

PHILOSOPHY FACULTY 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Summer 2022:

● PHIL 2130-E01: Intro to World 
Religions* 

● ANTH 4170-E01: Myth, Magic, & 
Religion*

● HIST 4385-E01: Jerusalem: 3000 
Years

● SOCI 3804-E01: Death, Grief, & 
Caring

Fall 2022:

● PHIL 2130-E01 & E02: Intro to World 
Religions*

● ART 3230-01: Medieval Art of Christian 
Europe & the Near East

● HIST 4385-01: WWI & the Making of the 
Modern Middle East

● HIST 4485-01: Native American History 
● SOCI 3804-E01: Death, Grief, & Caring

❏ Stephen C. Angle, Growing Moral: A Confucian Guide to Life (Rec: Dr. Riker)
❏ Keith Peterson, A World Not Made for Us: Topics in Critical Environmental Philosophy (Rec: Dr. Donohoe)
❏ Jason Stanley, How Propaganda Works (Rec: Dr. Lane)
❏ Jason Stanley, How Fascism Works: The Politics of Us and Them (Rec: Drs. Lane and Kellison)
❏ Matt Strohl, Why It's OK to Love Bad Movies (Rec: Dr. Dyck)
❏ Olùfémi O. Táíwò, Reconsidering Reparations (Rec: Dr. Kellison)
❏ Adrian Vermeule, Common Good Constitutionalism (Rec: Dr. Riker)
❏ Leanne Betasamosake Simpson and Robyn Maynard, Rehearsals for Living (Rec: Dr. Donohoe)



INTERCOLLEGIATE Ethics Bowl: Interested in joining 
UWG’s Ethics Bowl team? We’ll begin meeting early in 
fall with an eye toward participating in the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional. Contact Dr. Riker (wriker@westga.edu) for more 
information.

NEW Faculty in Philosophy: The Philosophy Program 
did an extensive search in the fall of 2021 for a new, 
full-time Lecturer. As a result, we are delighted to 
welcome Dr. John Dyck (jdyck@westga.edu) to the faculty. 
Don’t overlook the three different courses Dr. Dyck will 
offer this fall (see pages 3-4).
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(continued from page 2)

           It’s easy to pigeon-hole Philosophers to the 
likings of the “The Thinking Man” statue, or a 
caricature of Dostoevsky’s “Underground 
Man,” but I think, in a lot of ways, it’s much 
more simple than that (a thought I never had in 
my undergraduate career): Philosophy and 
philosophical investigation is more than 
attempting to answer moral dilemmas, applying 
a definition to consciousness, or proving God 
exists—It’s about acknowledging the things we 
don’t understand and the humility to remain 
curious enough to try to.  

Thus, Pierce places special emphasis on the 
way philosophy engenders tolerance for 
uncertainty, pattern-recognition, and emotional 
intelligence, all of which are, of course, utterly 
vital for the mental health profession.

All in all, these perspectives show, we think, 
that philosophy not only prepares us for the 
real world; it directly exposes us to the 
complicated web of human reality itself. It 
discloses levels of life that we may not 
encounter in education if we treat it as merely 
a means to an end. Almost paradoxically, 
therefore, perhaps it is only through the 
non-instrumental nature of thinking 
“philosophically” (whether formally or via 
natural curiosity) that we ultimately come to 
access, understand, and share in the most 
substantive truths of human life. ◆

PHILOSOPHY Conferences for Students: If you have a 
high-quality research paper you have written for a class, 
then consider reaching out to your professor about the 
possibility of polishing and presenting the paper as a talk at 
an undergraduate research conference.

PROFESSORS On Leave: If you don’t see Dr. Garner or 
Dr. Kellison around in the fall, don’t worry! Both will be on 
leave throughout the fall semester. Philosophy expects to be 
“all hands on deck” for the spring of 2023!

YOU Are Invited: The Philosophy Program welcomes you 
to the annual Philosophy Student Awards Ceremony on 
Wednesday, April 13, beginning at 3:30pm, on the TLC's 
3rd floor patio. Free ice cream will be provided (while 
supplies last)!


