
 

 

Participating in discussion-based classes is an unfamiliar expectation for many Princeton 
students. Some students have already developed strategies for effectively speaking up in 
class, asserting their ideas and opinions, and taking center stage, whereas others are 
acquiring them now. But if the aim of class discussion is to learn from others and allow 
them to learn from you, there are lots of contributions that count, including questioning, 
listening, and responding. And, there are lots of ways to make these contributions, such as 
those described below. Your instructor will value these, too. 

 Prepare to contribute by carefully reviewing the syllabus and locating the current 
readings and topics in relation to the course as a whole. Know why you are 
discussing this particular topic at this juncture in the course. Use the syllabus and 
lecture material to generate questions and comments in advance. 

 Explicitly relate or link your observations and comments to course objectives, 
central themes and main topics. 

 Ask a question that encourages someone to clarify or elaborate on a comment. 

 Make a comment to link two people’s contributions. 

 Explain that you found another person’s ideas interesting or useful, and describe why. 

 Build on what someone else has said. Be explicit about the way you are extending the 
other person’s thought. 

 Paraphrase a point someone has already made and build on it. 

 Summarize several people’s contributions, taking into account a recurring theme in 
the discussion. “It seems we have heard variations on two main points of view; on the 
one hand…” 

 Ask a question that relates to that week’s course topic--for example, “Can you 
explain how this example illustrates the concept (course topic) of …?” 

 Find a way to express appreciation for the insights you have gained from the 
discussion. Be specific about what it was that helped you understand something 
better. 

 Disagree with someone in a respectful and constructive way. You might reflect the 
comment back to the speaker to indicate that you have listened well. If possible, point 
out what is interesting or compelling in someone’s comment before explaining why 
and how you disagree. 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		Participating-in-Class.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
